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A  Lady's  Way  With  Chicks. 
■Written  for  Karm-Poulirv. 

Poesn't  it  seem  stransre  that  a  F.\RM-Poil^ 
TRY  paper,  where  nine-tenths  of  the  poultry 
is  inanasreU  almost  exclusively  by  women,  and 
the  men  coukln't  tell  you  to  save  their  lives 
whether  their  wives  kept  chickens  or  jreese, 
should  have  so  few  lady  contributors?  I  rind 
there  are  a  sreat  many  ladies  io  the  vicinity 
of  Boston  who  are  interested  in  poultry  cul- 
ture, and  some  quite  extensively  and  promi- 
nent in  society  also,  who  could  sc've  us  some 
valuable  knowledge  if  they  chose.  I,  for  one, 
should  like  to  hear  ofteuer  from  the  ladies; 
and  thinkin;^  that  perhaps  ^vinga  little  from 
my  own  small  store  of  knowledge  will  eucour- 
ase  others  to  go  and  do  likewise,  I  am  going 
to  tell  you  how  I  made  a  bn^der. 

The  men  will  all  lauL'h.  1  know.  •' Women  do 
such  absurd  things,"  they  say.  "  Why  don't 
you  buy  one  of  So  and  So,  and  have  some- 
thing properly  arranged  for  the  business?"' 
O  yes,  we  should  dearly  love  to  see  our  little 
pets  installed  in  a  chicken  palace,  surrounded 
with  all  the  luxuries  of  modern  chickendom; 
but.  you  see,  we  ladies,  most  of  us,  do  not  pos- 
sess the  bank  account  of  a  millionaire,  and 
even  large  sums  soon  dwindle  into  insignifi- 
cance when  confronted  with  the  many  ways 
which  a  woman  rinds  for  the  use  of  the  small 
means  given  her  by  her  generous  provider. 
Thus,  "a  penny  saved  is  a  penny  earned,"' 
with  us,  and  cnr  inventive  genius  is  often 
brought  into  action,  and  many  times  serves  us 
IS  good  as  a  fortuue. 

To  return  to  the  brooder,  the  first  thing 
necessary  was  a  radiator,  and  this  we  found 
in  the  shape  of  a  l>ox  about  one  foot  cube.  In 
the  side  of  this  we  sawed  a  door  of  convenient 
size  to  let  the  lamp  in  and  out  readily,  using 
bits  of  leather  cut  from  an  old  shoe  for  hinges, 
and  a  small  hook  for  knob  and  fastener. 
Then,  a  piece  of  stove  pipe  was  flattened  out 
and  covereil  over  the  top,  and  above  this 
narrow  cleats  were  nailed  around  the  edge, 
leaving  an  inch  space  on  two  opposite  sides, 
causing  a  draught,  and  thereby  drawing  the 
heat  up  into  the  hoverer.  Over  this  cleat  the 
cover  of  the  box  was  placed,  in  the  center  of 
which  a  tin  baking  powder  box  was  snugly 
fitted.   This  was  inserted  with   the  cover 


removed,  and  top  down.  The  bottom  was  cut 
nearly  half  around  on  either  side  with  a  can 
opener,  leaving  a  solid  strip  through  the 
center  about  one-half  inch  wide.  Then  the 
two  halves  were  slightly  lifted  to  let  the  heat 
pass  out,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the 
chickens  from  falling  through. 


Xest,  a  small  hole  was  sawed  in  the  coop  in 
which  the  chickens  were  to  be  housed,  and 
the  radiator  slipped  underneath,  the  tin  box 
fitted  through,  and  the  whole  thing  screwed 
tirmly  to  the  floor. 

The  two  holes,  bored  in  the  corners  of  the 
door,  provided  all  the  air  necessary  for  the 
lamp,  which  was  placed  in  the  box,  close  up 
to  the  iron  coyer,  and  we  were  all  ready  with 
the  exception  of  the  hoverer.  This  we  made 
from  a  Quaker  rolled  oat  case,  removing  all  of 
the  cover  and  one  board  from  the  bottom. 
Then,  a  strip  about  three  inches  wide  was 
taken  from  the  top  of  the  end  and  a  strip  of 
woollen  dolh,  slashed  every  few  inches,  and 
just  wide  enough  to  touch  the  floor,  was 
tacked  to  the  wood  to  close  the  opening.  We 
made  a  lid  to  the  hoverer  by  tacking  some  bits 
of  leather  for  hinges  on  the  board  removed 
from  the  lx)ttom,  and  placed  the  case,  top 
<lown,  on  the  floor  of  the  coop,  so  that  the 
powder  box  will  come  in  the  center. 

Xow  cut  another  small  opening  about  one 
inch  wide  and  one  and  one-half  inch  long  in 
the  end  of  what  was  the  bottom  of  the  case, 
(but  what  has  now  become  the  top  of  the 
hoverer),  and  drive  a  nail  on  theedge.  Attach 
a  string  to  your  thermometer,  so  that  it  will 
hang  on  the  nail  and  drop  through  this  small 
opening  to  about  two  inches  from  the  floor. 

Turn  back  the  lid,  dust  the  floor  heavily 
with  hay  chafl",  and  we  are  all  reaily  for  the 
chickens.  These  we  took  from  under  the 
hens  as  soon  as  thoroughly  dried  olT,  as  leav- 
ing them  in  the  nest  while  others  are  hatch- 
ing, they  are  liable  to  become  crushed.  This 
arrangement  will  accommodate  nicely  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  chickens,  and  rear  them 
successfully,  too;  at  least  it  did  with  me.  I 
lost  few,  if  any,  and  they  grew  rapidly  and 
were  strong  and  healthy. 

The  first  three  days  I  kept  them  almost 
entirely  in  the  brooder,  taking  them  out  four 
or  five  times  a  day  for  lunch,  and  then  putting 
them  back  again.  When  about  a  week  old,  I 
put  them  in  the  brooder  for  a  nap,  for  an  hour 
or  so,  about  three  times  a  day,  and,  at  a  fort- 
night old  they  stay  out  all  day  and  run  out  of 
doors,  if  warm  and  pleasant. 

I  don't  see  how  one  can  run  a  brooder  suc- 
cessfully with  the  thermometer  at  90°,  as 
most  authorities  advise.  My  chickens  lay 
down  limp,  with  their  necks  stretched  out, 
lolling  and  gasping,  and  appear  very  uncom- 
fortable, when  the  theruwmeter  registers 
above  88°.  From  84°  to  88°  I  find  suits  them 
best.  When  below  the  former  they  crowd, 
and  some  get  crushed,  and  if  above  the  latter, 
they  complain  bitterly;  but,  when  at  S6°  they 
distribute  themselves  about  the  hover  and 
drop  their  tiny  bill  with  such  a  comfortable, 
cosy  chirp,  chirp,  it  is  really  a  pleasant  sight 
to  watch  them. 


If  it  is  a  pleasure  to  see  them  suugly  cuddled 
in  their  little  nest  at  night,  it  is  real  jolly  fun 
to  see  the  greedy  little  fellows  scrambling  for 
their  little  crumbs  of  mash  in  the  morning. 

We  always  feed  them  warm  mash  of  equtil 
parts  bran,  meal  and  middlings,  mixed  just 
thick  enough  to  be  crumbly  with  hot  water — 
not  quite  hot  enough  to  scald,  however,  as  it 
then  becomes  pasty  and  hardens  in  the  crop ; 
and  if  too  moist,  it  is  apt  to  produce  bowel 
trouble.  This  is  their  ration  four  times  a 
day,  with  occasionally  a  meal  of  rolled  oats  for 
a  change,  until  about  three  or  four  weeks  old, 
when  it  is  gradually  lessened  to  three  meals 
each  day,  mash  at  breakfast  and  wheat  and 
cracked  corn  at  noon  and  night. 

This,  with  unlimited  range,  pure  fresh 
water  and  a  fresh  dusting  of  hay  chafl"  each 
day,  is  all  the  care  they  need.  My  poultry, 
by  the  way,  didn't  have  auy  water  last  season, 
except  what  they  olitained  for  themselves  at  a 
spring  close  by,  which  was  always  bubbling 
up  pure  and  fresh  and  cool.  Plenty  of  skim 
milk  was  set  about  in  tempting  places,  how- 
ever, and  of  this  they  drank  freely. 

Fresh  pure  water  is  half  the  success  of 
chicken  raising.  Sour  food  and  uncleaned 
hou.ses,  though  bad  enough,  are  not  half  so 
fatal  as  a  dish  of  stsile  warm  water  on  a  hot 
summer  dav.  Miss  E.  A.  Ishasi. 


An  Kiieouraglng  Outlook  in  Kngland. 
British  Poultry  Prospects. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Standard,  Sir :— On  the 
approach  of  the  Smithfield  Christmas  fat 
cattle  show,  may  I  be  allowed,  as  in  previous 
years,  to  avail  myself  of  your  courtesy  by  call- 
ing attention  through  the  Standard,  to  the 
importance  of  its  poultry  section  to  our  small 
farmers,  cottagers,  and  allotment  holders? 
My  first  word  must  be  one  of  sincere  and  of 
widefelt  thanks  to  the  press  tor  its  energetic 
co-operation  in  reviving  the  spirits  of  our 
poultry  rearers,  and  in  pointing  the  way  to 
the  realization  of  steady  profits  in  an  industry 
but  too  long  neglected  in  the  past.  In  tender- 
ing this  expression  of  feeling,  which,  as  past 
master  of  the  Poulters'  Company,  I  know  to 
be  unanimously  entertained,  not  only  by  this 
ancient  corporation,  but  by  the  classes  more 
closely  interested  in  the  resolute  development 
of  our  rural  resources,  I  am  in  the  happy 
position  of  being  able  to  put  on  record  some 
of  the  gratifying  results  of  your  previous 
appeals,  as  of  our  own,  in  this  special  direc- 
tion. Statistics  have  reached  the  Poulters' 
Company  showing  that  some  three  thousand 
people  who  had  never  before  thought  of  the 
subject  have  taken  to  poultry  rearing  since  the 
initiation  of  the  special  prizes,  now  regularly 
presented  by  various  corporations  and  the 
Smithfield  and  Dairy  shows.  An  impetus  to 
the  movement  has,  of  course,  been  simulta- 
neously given  by  the  practical  lectures  organ- 
ized by  these  successive  competitions,  with  the 
view  of  illustrating  the  best  methods  of  feed- 
ing, killing,  and  preparing  the  birds  for  the 
market  and  for  the  table.  Xor  should  any 
visitor  to  the  shows  just  mentioned  miss  the 
opportunity  of  following  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion thus  gratuitously  ofl"ered,  in  order  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  all  who  ai-e  anxious  that 
this  British  industry  should  occupy  the  whole 
of  the  ground  to  which  it  is  fairly  entitled. 

It  has  been  again  and  again  demonstrated 
that,  with  proper  diligence  and  care  on  the 
part  of  our  rural  population,  and  with  sounder 
methods  of  ilistribution,  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  continue  to  pay  foreign  coun- 
tries upwards  of  four  million  pounds  per 


annum  for  eggs  and  about  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  for  poultry.  I  am  more 
than  ever  convinced  that  co-operative  organ- 
ization in  the  forwarding  and  regulating  of 
supplies  at  the  right  moment  will  aft'ord  breed- 
ers and  fatteners  the  only  rational  means  of 
securing  the  highest  current  prices.  For 
instance,  when  five  thousand  fowds  are  sent  to 
a  market  where  not  more  than  four  thousand 
are  likely  to  be  wanted,  the  surplus  has  to  be 
disposed  of  at  a  comparative  loss.  I  could, 
however,  mention  cases  in  which  fatteners 
have  been  willing  to  be  guided  by  instruction, 
and  have  thus  succeeded,  even  in  the  worst 
months  of  the  year,  in  making  substantial 
profit  upou  their  poultry.  That  rearers  are 
beginning  to  appreciate  the  efTorts  of  the  Poul- 
ters' Company, and  the  committee  so  ablypre- 
sided  over  by  Sir  Walter  Gilby,  is  shown  by  the 
increased  success  of  every  Christmas  fat  cattle 
show.  They  recognize  more  generally  than  in 
the  past  the  wisdom  of  the  rule  laid  down  as 
the  result  of  the  experience  at  home  and 
abroad,  that  the  months  of  October  and  No- 
vember shoM  Id  mark  the  beginning  of  the  new 
season.  Constituting  as  they  do  the  transition 
stage  between  the  old  and  the  young  laying 
stock,  greater  readiness  is  consequently 
evinced  in  clearing  out  the  old  birds,  v\  hich 
should  be  got  rid  of  by  the  end  of  September. 
No  hens  should  be  kept  over  two  yeais.  Sur- 
plus stock  in  all  classes  can  just  now  be  advan- 
tageously (lisposed  of,  and  should  be  replaced 
by  young  pullets  and  cockerels. 

The  prudent  and  methodical  manager  will 
so  arrange  his  plans  that  the  bulk  of  his  pres- 
ent stock  shall  be  pullets  hatched  the  previous 
spring.  He  will  retain  only  a  few  of  the  older 
hens  for  the  following  year's  breeding. 
Proper  diet  will  naturally  be  relied  upon  as 
the  best  means  of  producing  an  abundance  of 
eggs,  from  which  strong,  healthy  chickens  may 
be  hatched  in  the  spring.  He  will  have  an  eye 
in  March  and  April  to  the  number  of  chickens 
required  in  the  year  following  for  laying 
purposes.  He  will  send  the  cockerels  to  mar- 
ket when  prices  are  highest  —  i  e.,  in  3Iay  and 
.June.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pullets  will  be 
kept  in  a  relatively  backward  condition  as  to 
growth  and  fatness,  lest  they  should  lay  too 
soon,  the  manager's  object  being  to  secure  full 
baskets  of  eggs  throughout  the  winter  months. 
The  older  hens  retained  for  hatching  and 
breeding  in  the  spring  may  be  allowed  to  rest 
in  the  interval,  like  the  male  with  which  it  is 
intended  to  mate  them.  Breeders  will  do  well 
to  remember  that  the  Baynards  capon,  or 
Surrey  fowl,  always  commands  the  best  price 
in  the  London  market,  a  position  due  alike  to 
its  size  and  its  magnificent  quality.  Jly  own 
favorite  cross-breed,  as  realizing  the  finest 
characteristics  of  poultry  reared  for  the  table, 
is  that  of  Indian  Game  and  Dorking  —  an 
English  bird  y)«c  excellence,  presenting  the 
best  basis  for  improvement  towards  all-round 
excellence.  As  I  have  before  shown,  in  the 
cock  bird  of  the  cross  between  a  yellow  legge<l 
Indian  (Jame  cock  and  a  white  legged  Dorking 
hen,  the  leg  is  generally  white,  and  it  carries 
the  five  toes  characteristic  of  the  Dorking,  but 
not  of  the  Indian  Game.  It  is  also  to  be  noted 
that  the  cross-Jired  cock  has  the  body  and  the 
rich  and  beautiful  plumage  of  the  In<lian 
Game,  but  a  Dorking  head  and  hackles.  The 
plumage  is  generally  of  a  dark  greenish  tint, 
like  that  of  a  duck's  wing,  the  tips  on  either 
side  coming  out  white.  The  pullet  has  a  body 
which  is  more  compact,  and  which  is  neater 
than  the  dark  Dorking  pullet,  which  it  most 
closely  resembles  in  other  respects;  but  while 
its  tail  is  that  of  the  Dorking  pullet,  its  head 
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liaa  u  decidedly  sraniey  appearauee.  This  cluss 
of  fowl  is  ft  hardy  breed,  and  for  table  pur- 
poses o.anuot  be  excelled,  yielding  as  it  does  no 
muoh  breast,  and  full, jiiiey,  and  delicate  flesh. 

The  Houdau,  to  which  growing  attention 
appears  to  be  paid,  both  by  fanciers  and  fat- 
teners,  resembles  the  Dorking  from  the  fact 
of  its  being  a  large,  well  proportioned  fowl, 
and  from  its  possession  of  the  artificial  fifth 
toe,  and  is,  perhaps,  the  most  hardy  of  all 
French  fowls;  but,  while  equal  to  the 
Crevecoeur  as  a  layer,  its  eggs  are  not  so  large. 
Plymouth  Rock  and  old  English  Game  might 
also  be  spccilicd  as  claiming  marked  atten- 
tion from  our  lovers  of  really  good  breeds. 
Among  the  hundreds  of  letters  which  I  have 
latterly  received,  and  which  manifest  a  newly 
awakened  interest  in  this  subject,  is  one  fully 
proving  that,  with  care  and  attention,  a  good 
living  may  be  made  out  of  poultry,  even 
though  it  be  from  small  beginnings.  The 
writer  says: — "I  duly  received  your  letter, 
and  am  truly  astonished  that  you  are  taking 
notice  of  what  1  turn  out.  To  be  candid,  I 
am  a  perfect  amateur  at  the  business,  and  am 
only  in  the  A  B  V  of  poultry  f;ittening.  If 
there  be  any  merit  in  what  I  may  have 
achieved,  it  is  due  to  yourself,  inasmuch  as  I 
have  picked  up  all  I  know  of  fattening  from 
your  books,  and  from  one  or  two  letters 
which  you  wrote  me  last  year.  All,  in  fact, 
that  I  have  seeu  in. the  way  of  fattening  has 
been  on  the  occasions  of  a  few  tlyiiig  visits  to 
your  Iville  Farm  at  Baynards,  and  I  did  not 
witness  one-half  of  the  operations.  This,  of 
course,  has  been  a  great  drawback  to  me.  I 
am  merely  your  disciple  at  a  distance,  and  all 
I  do  is  to  bring  in  some  common  sense,  and 
adapt  myself  to  special  circumstances.  So 
far  I  have  been  feeding  my  stock  on  the  finest 
ground  oats,  though  I  am  thinking  of  mixing 
these  with  the  best  barley  meal  obtainable, 
as,  apart  from  the  advantage  of  cheapness,  I 
believe  the  birds  will  fatten  quicker  than  on 
outs.  I  should  also  imagine  that  a  small 
quantity  of  bean  meal  would  be  beuehcial." 

In  contirming  these  views,  I  may  here  give 
more  specific  details  of  a  ration  which  has 
Ijeen  tried  with  satisfactory  results  (in  the 
case  of  pullets  improving  for  laying  purposes). 
A  pound  of  liver  or  other  cheap  meat  is  boiled 
to  pieces,  in  a  gallon  of  water;  to  this  may  be 
added  half  a  pint  of  soaked  beans,  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  baking  soda,  and  a  sprinkling  of  salt; 
when  cooked,  the  whole  mass  should  be 
thickened  into  a  dough  with  bran,  corn  meal 
and  middlings,  in  equal  portions,  also  with 
ground  oats,  the  latter  nearly  equaling  the 
whole  quantity  of  the  three  last  n.'imed  ingre- 
dients. A  half-pint  of  ground  bone  may  be 
stiri'ed  in — namely,  one  large  teaspoonful  for 
each  hen.  This  food  contains  the  chief 
element  of  the  egg.  The  main  secret  of  suc- 
cess is  to  avoid  overfeeding,  to  provide  all 
around  sustenance,  including  a  plentiful  sup- 
ply of  green  stutl',  not  forgetting  the  dust  bath 
and  sulphur,  and  old  mortar,  ground  oyster 
shells,  or  other  suitable  grit,  with  regularity 
in  the  meals,  and  rigid  cleanliness  about  the 
houses  and  pens.  Xor  should  there  be  any 
lack  of  fresh  water,  which  in  winter  must  not 
be  allowed  to  freeze.  Leghorn,  Minorca,  and 
other  high  combed  varieties  must  be  protected 
from  the  cold,  and  sweet  oil  may  be  applied 
to  their  combs  to  prevent  freezing,  a  mishap 
which  frequently  interferes  with  their  egg 
producing  powers.  Fowls  should  have  a 
meal  of  grain  at  nightjust  before  roosting, 
maize  being  occasionally  given  on  cold  winter 
evenings  as  a  heat  producer.  'I'his  food 
should  be  used  sparingly,  except  in  the  ca.se 
of  the  smaller  and  more  active  breeds. 

My  correspondent  added  very  judiciously 
in  regard  to  table  poultry  : — "I  do  not  agree 
with  some  theorists  that  birds  about  to  be 
fattened  should  be  placed  right  out  in  the 
open.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unwise,  just  when 
one  wants  them  to  be  kept  quieter  than  usual, 
to  expose  them  more  to  the  weather  than 
when  being  reared ;  for  in  the  latter  case  they 
have  a  cosy  coop  to  shelter  them  at  night, 
together  with  the  advantage  o£  keeping  them- 
selves warm  by  exercise;  but  I  am  quite  of 
opinion  that  chickens,  particularly  small  ones, 
should  be  cooped  several  together  when  feed- 
ing, and  when  undergoing  cramming  should 
be  put  up  singly,  in  sheltered  pens,  as  you  do 
at  your  farm.  I  am  rearing  Dorking,  Indian 
Game,  and  Houdans,  besides  ducklings,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  if  I  persevere  in  accordance 
with  your  system,  I  shall  continue  to  make  a 


goo<l  profit."  My  upoUigy  for  trespassing  at 
this  length  on  your  space  must  be  the  ardent 
hope  which  1  entertain  that  the  quantity  of 
healthy  stock  in  the  fattening  pens  at  this 
season  will  be  found  to  be  even  greater  than 
a  year  ago.  If  so,  the  organizers  of  the 
Smithfield  fat  cattle  show,  which  opens  on 
December  8th,  will  feel  that  their  labors 
towards  higher  results  have  once  more  been 
crowned  with  signal  success. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

Charles  E.  Brooke, 
Past  Master  of  thePoulters'  Company. 

— (Prom  I'he  Standanl,  London). 


A  Standard  Fowl. 

I  am  often  asked  as  to  whether  such  and 
such  a  bird  belongs  to  the  above  class,  or.  as 
they  put  it,  is  "purebred,"  full  blooded."  or 
"clear." 

There  are  now  about  seventy  ditl'erent 
varieties  listed  in  the  American  Standard  of 
Perfection,  exclusive  of  turkeys,  ducks,  geese 
and  bantams,  and  notwithstanding  this  multi- 
plicity of  varieties,  the  major  part  of  many 
Hocks  about  the  country  are  made  up  with 
specimens  that  would  puzzle  a  Solomon  of 
poultry  lore  to  place  in  any  one  class  or  breed. 

A  pair  of  any  one  kind  that  will  produce 
their  like  in  progeny,  when  mated  for  breed- 
ing, are  eligible  to  entry  among  the  standard 
varieties,  yet  are  not  booked  as  such  until 
passed  upon  by  the  "powers  that  be,"  and 
pronounced  acceptable  for  membership  to  the 
fast  growing  list  of  recognized  breeds. 

This  book,  the  "Standard  of  Perfection," 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  aspire  to 
excel  with  thoroughbre<l  fowls.  ""Where 
ignorance  is  bliss,  "tis  folly  to  be  wise,"  yet 
the  ignorance  in  this  case  will  not  play  any 
part  in  the  distribution  of  awards  at  a  poultry 
show. 

The  "Standard"  is  the  written  law  of  the 
American  Poultry  Association  for  poultry 
judges  at  the  shows,  and  the  nearer  your 
birds  come  to  the  requirements  of  its  descrip- 
tions of  the  breeils,  the  more  they  will  score. 
It  gives  first  the  disqualifications  of  the  breed, 
any  one  of  which  is  sufficient  alone  to  bar  the 
specimen  from  winning  a  prize,  in  fact  dis- 
putes its  purity,  and  makes  thebird  unworthy 
of  a  score.  Should  it,  however,  be  free  from 
these  outs  or  blemishes,  it  would  pass  as 
standard,  and  if  placed  in  competition  at  a 
score  card  show,  thejudge  would  proceed  to 
mark  the  cuts  for  each  defect  which  reduces 
its  value  from  one  hundred  points,  which  is 
perfection.  I  have  yet  to  see  any  fowl  that 
was  so  perfect  that  it  could  not  be  improved 
upon,  did  we  have  the  making  of  it,  that  is, 
outside  appearances.  Hence  I  have  not  seeu 
"perfection,"  or  a  one  hundred  pointer.  1 
am  told  that  about  ten  years  ago  the  late 
judge  Bacon  passed  judgment  on  a  Black 
Leghorn  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  which  he  pronounced 
absolutely  perfect,  and  thus  marked  it  one 
hundred  points. 

The  first  section  of  the  scale  is  .-symmetry, 
which  can  also  be  defined  as  form.  Yet 
symmetry  means  more  than  the  latter  term. 
It  is  the  harmony  of  all  parts  of  the  fowl.  It 
means  that  a  Plymouth  Rock  perfect  in  sym- 
metry must  be  typical  of  that  variety,  and 
those  that  approach  the  Brahma,  Cochin, 
Leghorn,  or  other  types  foreign  to  their  own, 
shall  be  cut  in  proportion  for  the  same.  The 
usual  cut  in  this  section  is  one  point.  A  bird 
passed  perfect  here,  or  marked  only  one-half 
out,  is  about  as  good  as  we  can  make  thein. 
Length  of  leg,  either  too  short  or  too  long, 
size  and  shape  of  comb  and  tail,  often 
removes  the  specimen  further  away  from  the 
ideal,  and  causes  a  cut  of  one  to  one  and  a  half 
point.  This  section  has  caused  much  contro- 
versy among  students  of  the  standard  as  to 
its  being  a  double  cutting  power.  A  bird 
would  often  score  a  point  higher  was  it  not  on 
the  card.  Yet  as  long  as  it  is,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  consider  it,  and  try  to  be  more 
lenient  for  its  causes  as  we  pass  on  the  remain- 
ing sections. 

The  American  and  Asiatic  classes  both  have 
a  section  for  weight,  and  each  discount  at  the 
rate  of  two  points  per  pound  for  deficiency  in 
this  clause.  The  Asiatics  disqualify  for  more 
than  a  pound  and  two  pounds  under  weight, 
with  no  credit  for  excessive  size.  None  in 
the  American  class  are  so  disqualified,  even 
though  they  weigh  but  half  what  they  should  ; 
yet  a  bird  receiving  two  or  three  cuts  here 


rarely  if  ever  gets  the  blue  ribbon.  The 
Leghorns  are  cut  for  size,  which  may  he  too 
large  as  well  as  too  small. 

In  the  American  class  the  comb  is  valued  at 
eight  points,  and  a  perfect  one  is  found,  per- 
haps, once  among  a  thousand.  It  is  oftener 
defective,  at  least  twelve  and  one-half  per 
cent  and  receives  a  cut  of  one  point,  if  only 
six  and  a  quarter  per  cent,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  an  awful  good  comb,  one-half  point 
out.  Xext  come  wattles  and  ear  lobes,  valued 
six  points;  next,  neck,  with  four  for  the 
sha|>c,  and  six  for  color,  or  a  total  of  ten 
points.  If  defective  only  ten  per  cent  in 
both,  we  cut  one  point,  or  one-half  for  each  ; 
if  twenty  per  cent,  two  points,  and  so  on. 
Then  follows  back,  valued  at  eight,  or  four 
for  shape  and  four  for  color;  breast  ten,  or 
five  for  shape  and  five  for  color;  body  and 
fiutf  eight,  or  five  for  shape  and  three  for 
color;  wings  eight,  or  four  for  shape  and  four 
for  color;  tail  eight,  or  four  for  shape  and 
four  for  color;  legs  and  toes  eight,  or  as  before 
stated,  one  hundred  points  is  the  whole,  and 
each  defect  as  we  go  along  is  deducted  from 
this  one  hundred,  the  remainder  being  the 
total  valuation  or  score.  Hardly  two  birds 
will  score  alike  iu  each  section.  Yet  often 
they  s<-ore  the  same  amount.  If  considered 
perfect  in  any  one  section,  this  is  passed  with 

a           to  show  it  was  recognized  and  left 

uncut.  Only  a  small  per  cent  of  an  ordinary 
flock  will  go  above  ninety  points  each, 
especially  among  the  parti-colored  varieties. 
Those  solid  black  and  white  will  often  go 
higher,  with  a  seemingly  inferior  bii'd. 

As  a  rule  the  majority  of  our  judges  score 
too  high,  and  place  too  many  unworthy 
ninety-five  pointers  on  the  list.  When  every 
bird  is  given  its  just  deserts,,  without  fear  or 
favor,  we  can  point  to  more  uniform  scores  by 
the  dittereut  judges.  When  the  fraternity  at 
(arge  can  knock  down  pride,  and  adopt  the 
style  of  card  which  suits  the  majority,  regard- 
less of  who  fathered  it,  then  and  not  till  then 
will  we  approach  a  bond  of  unity  which  will 
result  in  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number. — Lambert's  Pocket  Book  Pointers, 

Editorial  Correspondence. 
Our  Grandfathers'  Days. 

Our  grandfathers  never  expected  their  hens 
to  lay  during  winter.  It  was  unnatural,  to 
their  way  of  thinking.  Such  ideas  were 
visionary  —  they  laughed  at  what  they  thought 
was  man's  foolishness.  What  would  they 
think  today,  were  they  able  to  ri>e  from  their 
graves  and  visit  the  large  poultry  farms,  and 
see  the  immense  egg  yield  —  and  eggs  at  a 
time  of  the  year  when  they  thought  it  impos- 
sible for  a  hen  to  lay? 

What  would  those  grandfathers  say  if  they 
could  step  into  the  large  incubator  rooms,  and 
see  fifty  or  more  boxes  —  called  incubators  — 
hatching  chickens  by  the  hundreds,  right  in 
the  heart  of  winter? 

Y'es,  we  have  improved  on  the  methods  and 
ideas  of  our  grandfathers,  and  the  ne.\t 
generation  will  know  considerably  more  than 
we  do  now. 

Bu\,  wh.>'  all  these  changes  and  improve- 
ments? Why  should  we  be  more  successful 
than  those  who  have  gone  before?  We  have 
studied  the  subject,  and  made  our  practical 
tests— and  with  this  study  and  those  tests, 
naturally  came  a  great  reformation. 

Our  grandfathers  had  no  hen  houses  —  they 
were  either  small  uncomfortable  coops,  or  the 
hens  were  compelled  to  roost  on  tree  tops, 
shed  roofs,  wagons,  plow  handles,  etc. ;  while 
we  have  not  only  provided  warm  comfortable 
houses,  but  added  the  scratching  sheds  to  give 
the  fowls  the  same  exercise  indoors  during 
bad  weather  that  they  would  get  on  a  free 
range  on  bright  sunny  days. 

The  scratching  sheds  are  a  big  improvement 
on  that  free  range.  While  the  ground  is  frozen 
hard,  and  the  winds  are  piercing,  the  free- 
range"  fowls  must  hunt  fence  corners,  and 
sunny  sides  of  buildings  to  keep  warm.  They 
cannot  exercise,  for  every  inch  of  ground  is  as 
hard  as  a  rock.  There  is  no  inducement  for 
them  to  forage,  as  the  green  blades  of  grass 
have  been  killed,  the  worms  have  sought  their 
winter  quarters,  and  the  gravel  —  grit  —  is 
fairly  glueil  to  mother  earth.  They  therefore 
can  do  nothing  but  lounge  around  to  keep 
warm,  from  which  position  they  only  change 
to  feetl  on  corn,  or  go  to  roost.  That  was  the 
exact  condition  of  the  fowls  of  our  grand- 
fathers' days.  Layer  after  layer  of  fat,  and 
no  eggs,  was  the  verdict. 


With  the  march  uf  improvement,  with  the 
progressive  spirit  of  the  present  generation, 
came  the  invention  of  the  scratching  shed,  and 
today  we  find  the  fowls  busy  all  day  long. 
With  the  shed  floors  thickly  covered  with 
leaves  or  cut  hay,  or  straw,  and  with  grain 
scattered  among  this  litter,  the  hens  are  work- 
ing full  time.  They  scratch  for  hours  at  a 
time,  picking  up  a  kernel  here  and  there,  and 
if  they  sit  down  at  all,  it  is  but  to  snatch  a 
brief  rest.  Then  to  the  dust  bath,  and  soon 
there  is  a  wallowing  and  a  shifting  of  dirt 
through  the  feathers  that  would  do  credit  to 
the  best  summer  hen.  And  all  this  work  is 
performed  in  a  cheerful  way  —  the  merry 
song  and  the  happy  cackle  of  the  hen  as  she 
adds  to  her  egg  record,  and  the  lusty  crow  of 
the  cock  which  seems  to  tell  of  happiness  and 
prosperity  —  are  all  the  signals  of  profits  to  be 
derived  from  eggs  in  winter  —  profits  that  our 
grandfathers  dreamed  about,  but  which  we 
now  see  in  reality. 

Our  grandfathers,  too,  had  one  line  of  feed- 
ing. Such  a  thing  as  mashes,  or  a  variety  of 
grains,  was  unknown.  If  corn,  or  wheat,  or 
oats  were  fed,  it  would  be  the  one  grain 
morning  and  night.  The  result  was  bowel 
troubles  and  other  ailments,  that  soon  ended 
the  fowls  with  "  mysterious  diseases,"  or 
"  cholera'" — generally  the  latter. 

Talking  of  "  cholera,"  brings  to  mind  the 
fact  that  more  deaths  of  fowls  were  attributed 
to  that  cause  than  any  other;  and,  if  the 
truth  were  known,  not  one-fourth  of  the 
fowls  that  died  had  cholera  or  even  a  fore- 
runner of  that  disease.  To-day,  the  poultry- 
men,  having  become  wiser  in  the  nature  of 
ailments  and  diseases,  are  better  able  to  diag- 
nose a  case. 

So  we  could  refer  to  many  more  improve- 
ments of  the  present,  over  the  plans  and  prac- 
tices of  our  grandfathers.  They  know  nothing 
about  poultry  papers,  the  only  poultry  infornia- 
l<ion  coming  from  departments  in  the  agricultu- 
ral press.  They  had  no  poultry  shows  in  tho.se 
days — merely  exhibits  of  a  few  fowls  at  the 
county  fairs  —  but  the  days  of  Shanghais  and 
Chittagongs  are  past,  and  we  are  in  an  era  of 
Brahmas,  Cochins,  and  many  smaller  varie- 
ties. 

Poulti-y  Beat  the  Cows. 

The  writer  two  years  ago  had  two  pictures 
of  real  life  presented  to  his  view,  that  are 
worth  noting.  Two  brothers  owned  adjoining 
farms,  and  each  had  the  same  amount  of 
money  to  begin  operations  with.  Both  of 
them  wanted  to  farm  about  two-thirds  of  their 
land,  and  devote  the  remaining  third  to  some 
specialty  or  adjunct. 

John  concluded  that  the  most  profitable 
adjunct  would  be  a  dozen  good  cows,  and  he 
pictured  the  profits  of  butter  making  and 
retailing  milk  and  cream. 

rienry  thought  more  of  hens.  He  believed 
there  was  less  risk  to  run,  and  a  surer  method 
of  getting  in  money. 

So  they  started.  John  invested  six  hundred 
dollars  in  cows,  and  Heni-y  put  three  hundred 
in  hens  "  and  fixings." 

The  story  is  best  told  in  Henry's  own 
words : 

"  There  was  John — no  man  ever  lived  who 
was  more  honest,  or  worked  harder.  Those 
cows  kept  him  and  a  hired  man  busy  from 
morning  to  night.  They  weren't  bad  cows  — 
they  averaged  eight  quarts  of  milk  a  day,  and 
John  got  six  cents  a  quart  for  it.  That 
amounted  to  five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents 
a  day.  He  gave  his  man  nine  dollars  a  week, 
which  took  a  dollar  and  a  half  from  each 
day's  proceeds.  Then  it  cost  him  a  dollar  a 
week  to  feed  each  cow,  and  that  with  the 
bedding,  made  about  two  dollars  a  day. 
There  was  but  two  ilollars  and  twent5-six 
cents  a  day  left,  from  which  he  had  to  feed  a 
horse  and  keep  a  wagon  in  repair,  to  say  noth- 
ing about  his  living,  or  interest  on  his  money. 

"Well,  John  says  he  made  about  one  dollar 
a  day  clear.  I  have  three  hundred  hens,  and 
by  good  feeding  and  care — and  I  do  it  all 
myself— I  average  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a 
head  clear  of  all  expenses,  which  paid  me 
more  money  per  day  than  John  received,  and 
I  did  not  have  to  work  half  so  hard,  neither 
did  I  have  to  invest  more  than  half  the  money 
he  did.    Give  me  hens  every  time." 

Many  more  such  illustrations  can  be  picked 
up  about  the  country.  AVhy  fool  away  time 
and  money  for  small  returns,  when  bettu 
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results  can  In-  sevure^l  with  iKHiltr>  f  Certainly 
:iist  was  ail  ol>jivt  lesson. 

There  are  too  uiauy  farms  loailetl  heavily 
v.nth  mortiniire.  There  are  too  many  uupaiil 
bills  for  fertilizers,  stock  auil  iit>»nsils.  Too 
much  time  and  capital  is  invested  on  uucer- 
tainlies.  and  too  nuu-h  risk  taken  with  single 
crops.  The  very  source  of  g\x>d  income  on 
the  farm— the  poultry — is  neglecteti.  The 
time  has  come,  if  the  f.irmer  wishes  to  get  out 
of  debt,  to  pay  more  attention  to  stock  raising 
—and  no  stock  offers  better  returns  than  the 
growing  of  chickens  and  egjs  for  market. 
They  are  mortgage  lifters.  True,  we  must 
have  farmers,  and  dairymen,  and  all  that ;  but 
there  should  be  less  speculative  farming,  and 
more  poultry  raising.  M.  K.  B. 

The  Poultry  Associations  Should  Have 
State  Aid. 

To  the  Editor  of  FAKM-rovLTKY,  Sir:— 
May  2 J,  1S»5,  the  following  "Act  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  bounties  to  chartered 
poultry  associations  in  certain  cases,"  was 
approved  by  the  governor  after  passing  both 
branches  of  our  legislature : 

C  H.VITKR  351. 

"  Be  it  enacled  as  folloics: — 

"Sectiox  1.  The  state  board  of  agriculture 
may  set  aside  irom  the  bounty  now  allowed 
from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  to 
any  incorporated  agricultunil  society  such 
sums  of  money  as  may  l»e  recommended  by 
the  delegate  representing  snch  society  on  said 
board,  such  sum  to  be  devoted  solely  to  the 
premium  list  of  such  chartered  poultry  asso- 
ciation as  said  delegate  may  recommend,  and 
upon  such  conditions  as  the  board  of  agricul- 
ture may  determine. 

"Sectiox  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect 
upon  its  passage." 

By  the  foregoing  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that 
our  state  wishes  to  recognize  the  importance 
of  the  poultry  industry,  and  also  to  encourage 
poultry  associations  by  having  bounties 
.ranted  to  them.  The  assoiiations,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  only  too  anxiously  waiting  for 
some  such  assistance  from  the  state  to  make  it 
possible  for  them  to  hoM  exhibitions,  and  feel 
that  there  was  some  chance  for  them  to  pay 
their  premiums  in  full,  and  also  meet  their 
other  obligations  without  making  an  assess- 
ment upon  the  memlH-rs.  The  state  meant  all 
r'..'ht  when  it  passed  the  act,  but  it  tied  up  its 

ft  so  completely  that  it  fails  to  accomplish 
the  desired  end  of  aiding  the  needy  associa- 
tions. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  investi- 
-lited  the  matter,  that  out  of  the  thirty-five 
uL'ricuItural  societies  who  receive  the  state's 
bounty  annually,  there  are  not  more  than  half 
a  dozen  who  make  any  money  to  speak  of, 
and  aljout  one-third  of  them  in  1S95  ran  their 
exhibitions  at  a  loss.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  any  of  these  societies,  in  view  of  these 
facts,  would  be  willing  to  have  any  'part  of 
their  bounty  taken  from  them  and  given  to 
the  poultry  associations,  and  it  would  not  be 
an  easy  matter  to  get  a  vote  throi;j:h  the  soci- 
ety instructing  the  delegate  to  the  state  board 
to  ask  that  board  to  have  part  of  their  bounty 
set  aside  for  the  poultry  associations. 

There  is  a  way  by  which  this  law,  now  on 
the  statute  books,  can  be  made  available  to 
the  poultry  associations,  and  that  is  to  create 
a  sentiment  in  the  state  board  strong  enough 
to  bring  about  the  granting  of  $100  additional 
bounty  to  the  agricultural  societies,  with  the 
distinct  understanding  that  this  amount  should 
be  appropriated  solely  as  the  act  of  1895  pro- 
vides. 

If  all  of  the  chartered  poultry  associations  in 
the  state  will  at  once  take  hold  of  this  matter 
and  agitate  it,  getting  the  members  of  the 
agricultural  societies  in  their  district  inter- 
ested in  the  matter,  so  that  a  great  pressure 
can  be  brought  upon  the  st;ite  board,  we  may 
this  winter  get  some  assistance  that  will  help 
as  in  our  next  winter's  shows. 

The  poultry  industry  in  the  state  has  grown 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  the  leading  branch 
of  agriculture,  and  as  such  should  receive 
special  recognition  from  the  st;ite  board.  If 
the  bounty  is  granted  the  agricultural  society 
can  hold  an  institute  meeting  in  connection 
with  the  winter  show  of  the  poultry  associa- 
tion, as  was  most  successfully  done  at  our 
late  show,  and  great  benefits  be  derived  both 
by  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the  poultry 
associations. 

2iow  is  tbe  time  to  a<-t  in  thts  mattfr;  the 


new  legislature  will  meet  in  a  few  weeks, 
when  the  appropriations  for  the  state  board 
of  .Hgriculture  will  l>e  made  up,  and  we  want 
to  use  our  best  endeavors  to  have  it  made 
large  enough  so  that  they  can  see  their  way 
clear  to  set  aside  flOO  bounty  for  each  of  the 
chartered  poultry  associations  in  the  state. 

E.  J.  Gkavics, 
Secy.  Amesbury  Poultry  and    I'et  Stock 
Association. 


An  Evening  With  the  Professor. 

Written  for  Farm-POCLTKY. 

That  old  story  of  the  two  knights,  who 
seeing  opposite  sides  of  a  shield,  tirst  disputed, 
finally  fought  about  the  color  — or  was  it  the 
material'/— of  thp  shield,  has  served  so  often  to 
'•point  a  moral  and  adoru  a  tale,"  that  it  is  a 
shame  to  drag  it  out  again.  I  hope  you  will 
pardou  me  for  doing  so ;  but  I  want  you  to 
keep  that  story  in  mind.  Before  the  evening 
is  over  you  may  find  an  opportimity  to  apply 
it  very  neatly, 

Befoie  we  open  the  dictionary  let  me 
remind  you  of  a  few  facts  which  have  a  very 
essential  bearing  on  our  subject. 

A  living  language  is  a  growing  language. 
It  grows  by  accepting  new  words,  and  while 
growing  gives  to  some  old  words  new  mean- 
ings, and  other  old  words  which  have  become 
obsolete,  or  useless,  it  discards. 

Different  words  or  names  are  sometimes 
used  to  express  the  same  idea,  name  the  same 
object,  or  tell  of  the  same  action.  Such  words 
we  call  synonyms.  Strictly  speaking,  there 
are  few  synonyms.  Terms  which  we  com- 
monly use  as  synonymous  generally  express 
different  shades  of  meaning,  and  suggest  to 
the  mind  different  attributes  of  the  object  to 
which  they  refer.  In  examining  and  com- 
paring words  most  nearly  identical  in  mean- 
ing we  often  find  that  they  have  come  to  us 
from  different  sources.  Our  language  is  a 
composite  languiige.  Going  back  no  further 
than  our  history,  we  may  give  the  history  of 
the  language  briefly,  thus:  The  foundation 
of  the  English  languitge  of  today  was  the 
Anglo-Saxon,  itself  a  composite  language. 
Then  came  the  union  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  and 
the  yonnan-French,  another  composite  lan- 
guage. So  far  the  changes  were  due  to  a 
physical  cause,  the  fc'on  of  conquering  and 
conquered  races.  Witn  the  revival  of  learn- 
ing there  began  to  t)e  exercised  on  our  lan- 
guage a  purely  intellectual  influence.  The 
learning,  the  philosophy,  the  history,  and  the 
poetry  of  the  European  world  had  been 
expressed  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues. 
English  scholars  became  familiar  with  the 
thought,  the  modes  of  expression  and  the 
words  of  the  older  civilizations,  and  English 
writers  gradually  introduced  many  words 
from  those  old  languages  into  their  own  living 
tongue.  Indeed  the  process  is  today  going 
on  quite  as  rapidly  as  ever. 

It  is  because  our  language  is  such  a  mongrel 
oue  that  we  can  hardly  open  a  dictionary  and 
select  a  word  at  random,  but  we  find  that 
there  are  other  words  of  kindred  meaning,  or 
words  of  the  same  derivation  with  an  altered 
meaning.  Most  of  us  use  words  loosely, 
expressing  our  ideas  inaccurately.  Then  in 
time  the  meaning  of  a  word  comes  to  depend 
more  on  its  use  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  than  upon  the  definition  authorized  by 
the  lexicographers.  Often  it  happens  that 
two  or  more  words  are  used  indifferently  for 
many  generations,  then  gradually  one  word 
is  brought  into  general  use  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  others. 

Our  language  is  accordingly  perpetually  in 
a  state  of  flux,  and  it  is  difficult  to  say 
positively  what  is  the  right  and  what  is  the 
wrong  usage  of  a  word.  As  I  purpose  making 
some  strictures  on  the  technical  (poultry)  use 
of  certain  words,  I  want  you  all  to  note  these 
facts,  and  to  remember  that  I  speak  not  as  an 
authority,  but  as  one  who  believes  he  has  good 
and  sufficient  grounds  for  his  criticisms. 

The  terms  breed  and  variety,  as  technically 
used — (and  the  usage  is  authorized  by  the 
glossary  in  the  Standard) — do  not  mean  the 
same  thing;  liut  as  generally  used  —  and  this 
usage  is  sanctioned  by  the  dictionaries  and  by 
the  structure  of  the  words,  they  are,  under 
certain  conditions  (i.  e.  the  conditions  in  which 
they  are  used  by  poultrymen)  synonyaioue. 
We  speak  of  the  P.  Rocks  as  a  breed ;  o£  the 
Baned,  and  White  P.  Rocks  ((ij  vitfleties  of 

that  Ijreed.        thf  V.  Rocks  m-e  ii  lirecd  of 


fowls,  and  they  are  also  a  variety  of  fowls. 
The  word  breed  carries  with  it  the  idea  of 
relationship.  Variety  suggests  diversity  of 
appearauce.  Either  word  is  properly  applied 
to  a  race  of  animals,  or  fowls,  or  —  of  men. 
Breed  is  au  English  word  of  Anglo-Saxon 
derivation,  being  from  bredan,  to  nourish, 
cherish,  keep  warm.  Variety  is  the  English 
form  of  a  French  word  of  Latin  derivation. 
The  Latin  word,  K(^ric^ns,  means  the  .state  or 
condition  of  the  varius,  and  variiis  means 
spotted,  or  parti-colored.  It  is  extremely 
interesting  to  observe  that  varius  is  akin  to  the 
Greek  balios,  dappled,  mottled,  or  spotted; 
and  that  this  word  was  derived  from  ballo,  to 
throw,  to  hit  with  a  dart.  Clearly  the 
resemblance  of  an  object  to  what  had  served 
as  a  target  for  the  ancient  Greeks  in  their 
javelin  practice  suggested  the  use  of  a  word 
which  through  many  transformations  has 
come  to  us  as  "  variety." 

"  Breed,"  say  the  makers  of  the  Standard's 
glossary,  "  is  a  broader  term  than  variety."  I 
wonder  if  they  have  any  authority  for  that 
statement'/  "  The  customary  use  of  the  words 
by  poultrymen,'' says  some  one;  but  is  there 
not  reason  to  suppose  that  the  customary 
usage  of  the  terms  is  what  it  is  because  of  the 
definition  in  tbe  Standard?  As  a  simple  mat- 
ter of  fact,  variety  is  a  term  of  wider  applica- 
tion than  breed;  for  breed  is  but  rarely  applied 
to  other  things  than  animals,  while  variety 
applies  alike  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
doms, alike  in  the  organic  and  inorganic 
worlds.  We  admit  that  either  term  isproperly 
applied  to  races  of  fowls.  AVhich  shall  we 
then  say  is  preferable?  Is  it  not  breed  the 
word  of  more  limited  application,  and  therefore 
of  more  exact  definition?  And  would  it  not 
be  desirable  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  word 
variety  as  a  technical  poultry  term,  and  to 
speak  only  of  "  breeds"  and  "  sub-breeds?" 

Our  word  brood  is  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
brod.  Its  alliance  to  the  word  breed  is  so 
obvious  as  to  need  no  further  comment.  Brod 
was  the  .\nglo-Saxon  name  for  the  young  of 
all  kinds  of  animals.  I  am  surprised  to  note 
that  Webster's  dictionary  gives  the  word 
broody  as  rare.  (Query  —  did  AVebster  keep 
hens — and  did  it  happen  that  when  making 
the  dictionary  he  had  reached  the  word  broody 
at  a  time  when  he  wanted  sitters,  and  his  hens 
refused  to  incubate?)  The  broody  hen  has 
given  us  the  expression,  to  brood  over,  rep- 
resenting a  mental  condition.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  in  this  connection  that  the  Latin  word 
which  gave  us  incubate,  and  incubators,  was 
similarly  used  by  the  Romans.  Inctibare 
means  to  lie  in,  or  upon.  It  is  a  compound 
from  r.ubo,  to  lie,  recline.  From  cnbo  tame 
cubitum,  the  reclining  thing,  the  elbow. 
Vou  will  remember  that  in  those  days  they  did 
not  eat  their  meals  sitting  as  we  do,  but 
reclined  on  couches  about  the  table.  And 
from  cubitum  we  derive  our  word  cubit. 
From  cubo  came  also  the  word  ctibile,  used 
indifferently  to  designate  a  chamber,  a  bed, 
tbe  nest  of  a  bird,  the  lair  of  a  wild  animal, 
the  hole  of  a  mole  or  a  mouse,  and  a  hive  of 
bees. 

The  most  inclusive  definition  of  brood  is  off- 
spring. Four  words  the  Latins  used  corre- 
sponding to  our  word  offspring.  Each  of 
these  words  represented  a  different  idea. 

Progenies  is  a  begetting  or  bringing  forth. 

Proles  is  that  which  is  brought  forth. 

Suboles  is  the  thing  growing  up  from 
beneath. 

Liberi  means  the  desired  or  loved  ones. 

From  progenies  we  have  such  English 
words  as  progeny,  progenitor,  progeniture. 
From  a  compound  of  proles  we  have  prolific, 
aTid  kindred  words.  Suboles  properly  refers 
to  the  shoots  or  sprouts  of  plants.  By 
metonymy  it  comes  to  mean  offspring 
generally.  It  was  used  by  the  Latins  as  we 
use  the  word  "scion,"  which,  curiously 
enough,  comes  from  another  Latin  word 
representing  another  aspect  of  horticulture. 

When  we  trace  back  the  word  liberi  we 
come  very  close  to  the  beginning  of  our  words 
love  and  liberty,  and  if  it  were  not  drawing 
us  too  far  from  our  subject  it  would  be  most 
entertaining  to  see  how  l)eautifully  the  evolu- 
tion hypothesis  can  be  applied  to  the  study  of 
these  words. 

Nest  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  word,  found  also 
in  the  Dutch,  Geriuau  and  Swedish,  8ud 
having  allied  forms  iu  the  U\i\\x,  HanscHt, 
Russian,  Lithuanian,  ArmenlftPs  Wp)sb,  Irish, 

m\  Greek.  Tbta  elrailnritv  of  forms  In  "O 
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many  languages  indicates  a  common  though 
remote  origin  of  the  peoples  spealsing  those 
languages.  Throughout  historic  times,  as  we 
have  seen,  there  have  been  continually 
brought  about  fusions  of  tongues  by  the 
coming  together  of  nations  which  in  pre- 
historic ages  dispersed  from  the  cradle  of  our 
race.  Whether  we  regard  the  story  of  the 
confusion  of  tongues  and  the  dispersion  of 
the  nations  from  Babel  as  an  inspired  truth 
or  as  a  semi-mythical  legend  or  tradition,  it  is 
certain  that  the  tale  contains  some  germs  of 
truth — and  if  the  study  of  words  taught  us 
nothing  else  in  regard  to  the  nations  just 
enumerated,  it  would  still  teach  that  at  one 
time  they  were  "  of  one  language  and  of  one 
speech." 

The  Greek  word  for  nest,  neossia,  is  inter- 
esting because  we  are  able  to  learn  the  reason 
for  it.  Neossia  is  from  neossos,  a  young 
bird — a  chicken.  Neossos  comes  from  neos, 
new,  fresh.  Who  would  think  of  associating 
the  words  "new"  and  "nest?"  Yet,  as  we  see, 
they  come  from  the  same  root,  and  the 
English  word  "new"  closely  resembles  the 
Greek  "new,"  "?jeos."  From  "nest"  we  have 
the  words  nestling,  nestle,  and  nest-egg.  I 
remember  a  small  boy  who  had  observed  that 
the  china  nest-eggs  were  much  larger  than  the 
eggs  laid  by  the  hens.  Casting  about  for  a 
reason,  he  at' length  found  one  that  satisfied 
him.  A  hen  coming  to  the  nest  to  deposit  her 
egg  and  seeing  there  a  very  large  egg,  would 
suppose  it  the  product  of  another  hen.  The 
spirit  of  rivalry  common  to  boys  and  hens 
would  incite  her  to  do  her  utmost  to  lay  a  still 
larger  egg.  If  that  boy  lived  to  grow  up  and 
still  retains  his  interest  in  hens,  he  probably 
writes  letters  to  the  poultry  papers  boasting 
of  the  extra  large  egg,  (or  the  egg  within  an 
egg),  laid  by  his  remarkable  hen  —  which  is 
out  of  condition,  too  sick  to  lay  eggs  of 
normal  size. 

The  word  roost  is  simply  the  modernized 
form  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  hrost.  We  are  all 
familiar  with  the  phrase,  "  rule  the  roost." 
Shakspeare  has  it,  "The  new  made  duke, 
who  rules  the  roast, "  (i.  e.  sits  at  the  head  of 
the  board).  I  do  not  know  why  the  expres- 
sion as  used  by  Shakspeare  should  not  have 
been  regarded  as  the  original  form  of  the 
phrase;  but  Johnson  in  commenting  on  it  sug- 
gested that  it  might  have  been  originally  rules 
the  roist  —  the  mob.  And  Eichardson, 
another  distinguished  lexicographer,  thought 
"rules  the  roost"  was  more  probably  the 
original  form.  With  the  change  of  a  single 
letter  you  may  have  whichever  form  you 
choose.  Eii'hardson's  version  "caught  on," 
and  is  the  one  popularly  used  to  the  present 
day. 

Perch  is  from  the  French  perche,  from 
Latin  pertica,  a  pole.  As  my  eye  rests  on  the 
next  word  in  the  list,  the  word  "  pole " 
reminds  me  of  a  little  illustration.  Said  a 
smart  young  American  to  his  father: "  Pa,  is 
a  man  that  lives  in  Toland  a  Pole?" 

"Certainly."  ' 

"  Then  why  isn't  a  man  that  lives  in  Holland 
a  Hole?" 

The  father's  answer  was  not  recorded.  The 
anecdote  is  supposed  to  be  funny.  Perhaps  it 
is;  but  there  was  wisdom  in  that  boy's  folly. 
There  is  a  reason  (cause)  for  every  thing 
(eflfect).  Why  did  that  stream  which  from  its 
source  might  have  followed  either  of  two 
jiourses  flow  in  one  rather  than  the  other?  A 
wee  stick,  perhaps,  or  a  tiny  pebble  deflected 
t.he  course  of  the  little  rivulet.  Just  such 
trivial  things  determine  the  custom  in  the  use 
of  words.  Why  do  you  hire  the  carpenter  to 
build  your  (chicken)  coop?  Why  not  hire 
the  cooper?  And  why  do  you  employ  the 
French  cart-wright  (carpentier)  to  build  your 
house?  Why  not  employ  the  English  house- 
wrightf 

Our  word  coop  meant  originally  a  barrel,  or 
cask.  I  do  not  think  it  is  used  at  all  in  that 
sense  now.  When  we  think  how  universally 
an  old  barrel  is  used  to  confine  fowls  or  small 
animals  we  see  how  easily  and  naturally  came 
the  change  in  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
Coop,  like  so  many  others  of  the  words  we 
have  studied,  is  a  very  old  word.  The  Roman 
had  his  cupa,  a  tub  or  cask.  The  Greek  had 
his  kumbe,  a  hollow  vessel,  a  cup,  or  bowl.  A 
hole  or  hollow  in  the  ground  he  called  a  kupe 
or  gupe.  A  gupe  was  properly  a  vulture's 
nest  —  and  the  word  is  given  in  the  lexicon  as 
coming  from  gups,  a  vulture.  It  seems  mone 
likely  that  the  vulture  toolj  its  name  from  its 


nesting  habit  than  that  the  bird  gave  the  name 
to  the  nest,  for  at  a  still  more  remote  period, 
when  Sanscrit  was  a  living  language,  the 
ancient  Hindoos  called  a  small  pit  or  cistern  a 
kupa. 

The  practice  of  fatting  fowls  by  forcing 
them  to  eat  immoderate  quantities  of  food  is 
of  great  antiquity,  as  witness  the  fact  that  the 
Romans  had  a  special  word  for  fatting  coop, 
saginarium,  from  sagina,  a  stuffing  or  cram- 
ming. 

You  will  have  marked  the  etymological  kin- 
ship between  our  words  "coop"  and  "cup." 
Kow  turn  to  the  word  "barrel,"  and  observe 
that  it  is  of  Celtic  origin,  and  that  we  have 
here  an  excellent  example  of  one  word  sup- 
planting another,  and  the  supplanted  word 
continuing  in  daily  use  with  a  changed  mean- 
ing. The  maker  of  barrels,  casks  and  tubs  is 
still  a  cooper;  but  the  products  of  his  skill  are 
no  longer  called  "coops."  The  wares  which 
were  once  included  under  a  single  term  we 
now  define  more  sharply,  giving  them 
difl'erent  names.  In  this  case  it  happens 
that  each  name  has  come  from  a  difterent 
source — barrel  from  the  old  French,  cask 
from  the  Spanish,  and  tub  from  the  German. 

The  Professor. 


The  Rhode  Island  Show. 

It  may  have  been  thought  a  somewhat 
hazardous  experiment  to  hold  the  Rhode 
Island  show  at  a  place  so  far  removed  from 
the  center  of  the  state,  and  in  a  section  of  the 
state  so  sparsely  settled  as  is  Westerly.  Never- 
theless, the  Rhode  Island  Association  brought 
together  at  their  show  last  month  a  goodly 
array  of  birds,  and  it  was  a  representative 
poultry  show,  most  of  the  classes  being  well 
represented,  although  .none  of  them  in  very 
large  numbers.  It  could  perhaps  best  be 
described  as  a  good  all-round  show.  Many 
classes  were  well  filled,  as  for  instance  Barred 
P.  Rocks,  White  AVyandottes,  Buit'  Leghorns, 
White  Leghorns,  etc.,  and  in  several  of  them 
the  competition  was  very  keen,  birds  of  very 
high  excellence  being  shown  there.  As  was 
to  be  expected  at  Westerly,  turkeys  and  geese 
were  a  very  prominent  feature,  and  the  dis- 
play in  those  two  classes  was  very  fine.  The 
awards  were  not  up  in  that  department  when 
we  were  obliged  to  leave  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  to  the  last  day  of  the  show,  and  we 
requested  Mr.  Cushman  to  write  some  com- 
ments upon  that  exhibit,  which  will  follow 
this  report. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  Mr.  Hazard's 
$25  cash  special  for  the  best  utility  AVhite 
Wyandottes  should  have  called  out  but  one 
entry,  and  that  by  a  fancier,  but  such  is  the 
fact. 

There  was  not  a  little  grumbling  at  the 
slowness  with  which  the  premium  cards  were 
put  up.  As  there  were  fivejudges  engaged  it 
seemed  probable  that  the  judging  would  be 
done  quickly,  but  we  saw  exhibitors  anxiously 
tacking  up  their  premium  cards  on  Friday 
forenoon,  the  next  to  the  last  day  of  the  show ; 
and  much  grumbling,  as  we  said  above,  was 
expressed  at  this  slowness.  Certainly,  a 
reform  of  this  part  of  the  work  is  most 
desirable. 

The  Poultry  Institute. 

The  R.  I.  State  Board  of  Agriculture  pro- 
vided a  lecturer  for  the  poultry  institute,  held 
on  Thursday,  the  second  day  of  the  show. 
The  town  hall  was  secured  free  of  charge,  and 
at  2.30  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  William  Rankin, 
the  judge  of  geese  at  the  show,  delivered  a 
lecture  on  geese  raising  for  profit.  The 
attendance  was  small,  but  in  the  audience 
were  the  principal  geese  raisers  iu  that  section 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Rankin  treated  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  ditJ'erent  bi-eeds  of  geese, 
and  the  best  meaus  of  profitable  production. 
The  questions  asked  at  the  close  brought  out 
especially  valuable  information. 

The  awards  were  as  follows: — 

Barred  P.  Rocks.— A.  P.  Bliss,  East 
Providence,  1  (^91)  cock;  2  hen;  3  pullet. 
Paul  W.  lyoyes,  Mvstic,  Conn.,  2  cock.  Edwin 
Riedel,  3  cock;  3  hen;  2  pen.  E.  D.  Barker, 
Westerly,  4  cock.  Philander  Williams,  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  1  (92)  hen;  1  (92)  cockerel;  5 
specials.  John  Usher,  Jr.,  Bristol,  1  (90)  and 
2  pullet:  4  cockerel;  3  pen.  J.  W.  Macdonald, 
Rockville,  Conn.,  2  cockerel.  M.  D.Harvey, 
Providence,  4  pen.  Robert  C.  Gibbs,  East 
Providence,  4  hen;  3  cockerel;  4  pullet;  1  pen. 

P.  C.  Barked  Rocks. —  Gibbs,  3  cockerel. 

White  P.  Rocks.— Rankin  Bros.,  Brock- 
ton, Mass.,  1  (93^)  and  2  cock;  1  (95)  and  3 
he-n;  a  ami  4  cockerel;  2  puUet;  2  pea,  L, 


Dolan,  Central  Falls,  3  cock ;  2  hen ;  1  (944) 
and  2  cockerel ;  1  (94J)  pullet;  1  pen.  A.  L. 
Kfngsbury,K'orthampton,Mass., 3  hen;  3  pen. 
Thomas  J.  Stroud,  Shaker  Station,  Conn.,  4 
pen. 

Buff  P.  Rocks.— Noyes,  3  cock;  3  and  4 
hen.  E.  W.  Brown,  Old  Mystic,  Conn.,  1 
(91J)  cockerel;  1  (91)  pullet.  Frost  Bros., 
Monmouth,  Me.,  2  and  3  cockerel.  Chas.  H. 
Led  ward,  Westerly,  4  cockerel;  2  pullet. 

Silver  Wyandottes.—  Philip  E.  Morgan, 
Providence,  1  (90^)  and  2  cock  ;  1  (91^)  hen  ; 
1  (94J)  and  2  pullet;  1  pen.  N.  B.  Harvey, 
Providence,  2  cockerel ;  3  pullet;  2  pen. 

Golden  Wyandottes.— Kingsbury,  1  (91) 
cock;  4  hen;  2  cockerel;  1  (90J)  and  2  pullet; 

1  pen. 

White  Wyandottes.— Chas.  W.  Wilcox, 
Kingston,  1  (94)  cock;l  (96)  hen.  Stroud,  2 
cock;  3  pullet;  2  pen.  W.  H.  Congdon,  Oak- 
lawn,  2,  3,  and  4  hen  ;  3  cockerel ;  2  pullet;  1 
pen;  1  special.  J.  W.  Andrews,  Dighton, 
Mass.,  1  (94)  and  2  cockerel;  1  .(95i)  and  2 
pullet.  * 

BCFF  Wyandottes.— Kiug  and  Whiting, 
Plainville,  Mass.,  3 and  4  cockerel;  1  (93J),  2, 

3  and  4  pullet;  1  pen. 

Black  Javas.— Congdon,  1  (96i),2,  3  and 

4  hen  ;  1  (95),  2  and  3  cockerel ;  1  (9(iJ),  2,  3 
and  4  pullet;  1  and  2  pen. 

White  Wonders.— E.  G.  Buffinton,  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  1,  2  and  3  cockerel;  1,  2  and  3 
pullet. 

R.  I.  Reds.— R.  V.  Browning,  Natick,  1 
cock ;  1  hen ;  one  cockerel ;  one  pullet.  Butlin- 
tou,  2  and  4  cockerel;  2  pullet.  Wm.  T.  Cary, 
Providence,  3  cockerel;  3  and  4  pullet;  1  pen. 

Light  Brahmas.— Williams,  1  (94)  and 

2  cock;  1  (95)  and  2hen;l  (95)  cockerel ;  2 
and  4  pullet;  1  pen.  J.  P.  Keating,  West- 
borough,  Mass.,  3  cock;  2  and  4  cockerel;  3 
pullet.  A.  Heilbron,  Providence,  4  cock;  3 
hen ;  3  cockerel ;  2  pen.  C.  P.  Nettleton, 
Shelton,  Ct.,  1  (95)  pullet.  Brown,  5  pullet. 
E.  C.  Tefl't,  Wakefield,  4  hen;  3  pen. 

Dark  Brahmas.— R.  B.  S.  Hart,  Provi- 
dence, 1  (93)  cock;  3  and  4  hen  ;  1  (93J)  and  2 
cockerel:  1  (90J),  2,  3  and  4 pullet;  1  pen.  G. 
Henry  Clark,  Northhampton,  Mass.,  2 hen;  3 
cockerel.  H.  A.  Wilbur,  Stonington,  Conn., 
2  pen. 

Buff  Cochins.— Tefl't,  1  (92)  cock;  1  (91^) 
and  2  hen ;  1  (92),  2  and  3  cockerel ;  2  pullet; 

1  pen. 

Partridgjs  Cochins.— Tefft,  1  (91)  and  2 
cock;  1  (924),  2  and  4  hen;  1  (93),  2  and  4 
cockerel;  2  pullet;  1  pen.  T.  W.  Wetmore, 
New  London,  Conn.,  3  cock ;  3  hen.  R.  John 
Davey,  Westerly,  3  cockerel ;  4  pullet. 

White  Cochins.— M.  D.  Linfield,  Avon, 
Mass.,  1  (944)  cock ;  1  (94)  and  2  hen ;  2  and  4 
cockerel;  2  and  4 pullet.  Williams,  2  cock ;  3 
and  4  hen ;  1  (94)  cockerel ;  3  pullet;  1  pen. 

Black  Langshans.— E.  I.  Poultrv  Yards, 
Pawtucket,  1(94)  cock;  3  and  4  hen;"  1(95),  2 
and  4  cockerel;  2  and  4  pullet;  1  and  3  pen. 
J.  S.  Remington,  Greenville,  2  cock ;  1  (954) 
and  2  hen;  3  cockerel;  1  (96)  and  3  pullet;  2  ' 
pen. 

Brown  Leghorns.— J.  D.  Demarest,  Ora- 
dell,  N.  J.,  1  (954)  cock;  4  cockerel.  Stroud, 

2  cock.  J.  R.  Wilcox,  Kingston,  1  (93)  ben ;  1 
(94) , 2  and  3 cockerel ;  1  (934),  2,  3,  and  4  pul- 
let; 1  pen. 

AYhite  Leghorns.— E.  B.  Pendleton, 
Westerly,  1  (924)  cock;  3  cockerel;  3  pullet. 
J.  F.  Palmer,  2  cock ;  3  pen.  F.  L.  Edwards, 
Westville,  Ct.,  3  and  4  cock;  1  (95),  2,  3  and  4 
hen;  1  (96;i)  pullet;  2  and  4  cockerel  (964)  ;  1 
pen.  Eichard  Whitney,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  2 
pen. 

R.  C.  White  Leghorns.- S.  C.  Barber, 
Arcadia,  1  (954)  cockerel;  1  (944)  pullet. 

Buff  Leghorns.— J.  W.  Dennison,  Mvs- 
tic,  Ct.,  1  (924)  and  3  cock;  1  (924)  hen;'  2 
cockerel;  4  pullet;  land  3  pen.  Nettleton,2 
cock;  4  hen;  4  cockerel;  1  (92) 
H.  S.  Babcock,  Providence,  2,  Z 
cockerel;  3  pullet;  2  pen.  F. 
Spencer,  Mass.,  1  (94)  cockerel. 

Black  Leghorns.- Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates, 
Jlvstic,  Ct.,  1  (92)  cock;  1  (93)  hen;  2  pullet. 
A.  S.  Campbell,  Westerly,  2  cockerel;  1  (97) 
pullet;  1  pen. 

B.  W.  Polish.— Mrs.  T.  H.  Adams,  Paw- 
tucket, 1  cock ;  1,  2,  3  and  4  hen  ;  1  pen. 

G.  S.  Hamburgs.— Uriah  Statlbrd',  Paw- 
tucket, 1  (94)  cockerel ;  1  (91)  pullet. 

S.  S.  Hamburgs.- Stafl'ord,  1  (92)  cock;  1 
(944)  hen  ;  3  cockerel ;  3  pullet.  E.  T.  Paine, 
Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.,  2  cockerel;  2  pullet;  1  pen. 
Chas.  Eldridge,  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  1  (96) 
cockerel ;  1  (96)  pullet. 


FOR  NEARLY  25  TEARS, 


HEEDLESS  WOJilEN. 


and  2  pullet, 
and  4  hen ;  3 
W.  Proctor, 


They  Pay  a  Sad  Penalty  for  Their  Neglect. 

If  women  only  heeded  first  symp- 
toms— nervousness,   backache,  head- 
ache, lassitude,  loss  of  appetite  and 
sleep ;  palpi- 
tation, melan- 
choly, "blues," 
etc.,  and  at 
once  removed 
the  cause  with 
Lydia  E. 
Pinkham'3 
"Vegetable 
Com- 
pound, 
there 
'  would  be 
much  less 
snfEering. 
But  they  are 

careless,  or  their  physician  is  to  blame, 
and  they  drift  into  some  distressing 
female  disease.  The  Vegetable  Com- 
pound at  once  removes  all  irregulari- 
.ties  of  the  monthly  period :  inflam- 
mation, ulceration  and  displacement 
of  the  womb,  and  all  female  troubles. 
All  druggists  have  it.  Write  to  Mrs. 
Pinkham  ai  Lynn,  Mass.,  if  you  wish 
for  advice,  which  she  will  give  you 
free. 

"  I  should  not  be  alive  to-day,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  Lydia  E.  Pinkhain's 
Vegetable  Compound  I  was  suffering 
greatly  from  an  attack  of  female 
weakness,  and  nothing  I  had  tried 
could  give  me  relief ;  when  by  the 
advice  of  a  friend  I  began  the  Com- 
pound. After  vising  it  two  months  I 
was  a  different  girl,  and  now  at  the  end 
of  six  I  am  entirely  cured. "— Mes.  Annik 
KiRKLAND,  Patchogue,  L.  I. 


ELBRIDGE  C,  COMEY, 

Originator  and  Breeder 

of  the  cek'bruted 


Li 


"DUKE  of  YORK" 
STRAIN  OF 

UNEQUALED  for  tlieir  great  SIZE,  grand 
SHAPE,  superb  COLOR,  fine  COaiB,  profuse 
MIUDLE  TOE  FEATHERING,  and  superior 
LAYING  QUALITIES. 

The  "  DUKE  of  YORK"  LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  are 
the  result  of  careful  study  in  mating  for  I^'inest 
Points,  witliout  detriment  to  Utility.  Tliey  have 
been  breed  continuously  since  1863,  reganlless  of 
Labor  or  Expexse,  upon  Farms,  allowing  free 
ranffe,  and  are  a  Vigorous,  Prolific  strain,  ijossess- 
ing  Perfect  Brahma  Ciiakactee,  according  to  tlie 
"Standard  of  Perfection." 

Tliey  have  WON  a  larfie  number  of  the  HIGHEST 
Prizes  yearly  at  tlie  Puomixent  Exhibitions 
in  United  States  and  Canada,  In  tlie  handset 
my  customers. 

FIRST-CLASS  Hirds  for  sal"  at  reasonable 
prices.  SPECIAL  KATES  made  tliose  vvantinc 
large  numbers.   PAltTICULAK  ATTENTION 

f iven  to  mating  for  hc^t  i  c^iilts  in  breeding,  according 
0  Points  and  Pedigree. 

(T*  CJ  From  SELECTED  MATINGS 
X^VirUTO  of  EXHIBITION  BIRDS,  at 
$3.00  per  sitting  of  l.'J  Eggs ;  S5.00  for  2  sit- 
tings; S7.00  for  3  sittings;  SIO.OO for  5  sit- 
tings, carefully  packed  and  delivered  to  Ex- 
press in  BOSTON. 

NO  CIRCULARS.     WRITE  FOR  WANTS. 

20  Granite  St.,  SOMERVILLEjMass. 

SHAW'S 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 

A\  la-ii  yuu  want  winners  write  me.   Also  a  lot  of 

Fine  Breeding  Birds 

at  low  prices. 

J.  W.  SHAW, 

BROCKTON,  MASS. 
^tS^^      QIIAKTKR  OF  CE^'TIKY  OLD. 

iitbAP  UrATrD  DDfinC  Kotaucvted 
STRONG-lf  AI  En  rnUvri  byguses. 

No  RUST  nor  RATTLE.  Outlasts  tin  or  iron. 
A  Durable  Substitute  for  Plaster  on  walls. 
Water  Proof  Slieatliiii^  of  same  material,  the 
best  &  cheapest  in  the  market.  Write  for  samples,  etc. 
The  FAY  MANILLA  ROOFING  CO.,  CAMDEN,  N.  J. 


.»y»ea!  STRAWBERRIES  AND  FINE  FRUIT. 


for  fowls  has  been  on  the  marliet.  It  led  at  first  as  it 
leads  uo\v,  on  its  merits  as  an  egg  producing  liealtli- 
sustaining  foodfor  fowls  and  chicks.  When  you  buy 
poultry  supplies,  write  to  headquarters. 

THE  BOWKEK  COMPANY, 

43  Chatham  St.,  Boston. 


Do  you  intend  planting  any  Strawberries,  Raspberries, 
Blackberries,  Currants,  Grapes,  Fine  Fruit  or  Norel- 
ties  ?    Then  send  for  my  64  page  catalog  with  report  on 

F^Eii^^'  D.  BRANDT  IsY  BREMEN,  OHIO. 


IS97 


6 


S.  P.  IIaMBI-RGS.— EWriiljrr.  1  (95^  ocK-k;  1 
(.96 1  heu;  1  ^St^i  itH-kerel;  1  (\Hi\  pullet. 

Bl_iCK  H-vMBlKiis.— ,lohu  Melviu,  Whit- 
iosville,  Ma».,  I  (^lOij.  3  ami  4iiKk:  1 
2  ami  4  beii ;  1  pifn.    tKlriiltre.  2  cock ;  3  hen ; 
1  cockervJ;  I  (iV^i  pullet. 

iNDi.vx  Ci-v.Mi-ii.— Asji  Swett,  Kins:stou,  1 
1  ;»,■>)  i-ock;  1  O-*^!  li*u-  P-  Bullaf,  Provi- 
iieuce,  3  cock ;  2  auil  3  beu. 

Turkeys. 

Bkst  Collect  I  O.N. — Uorace  D.  Jliuer,  1st, 
15.  Mal-el  Vose.  2d.  $10. 
Bkosze.— Horace  Vose,  1st  od  cock,  cock- 
erei\'l  anJ  pullet;  3J  on  hen.  Horace  1). 
Minor,  1st  on  beu  ami  exhibition  pen  :  2d  on 
coi-k.  iwkcrel  and  pullet.  Chestei'  Maine, 
2douhen;  3d  ou  cock,  cockerel  aud  pullet. 
J.  S.  Brown,  4th  on  cock,  cockerel,  heu  and 
pullet,    C'randall  Bros.,  2d  on  exhibition  pen. 

XARKAr.AXSKTT. — Mallei  Yose,  1st  on  cock, 
cockerel,  beu,  pullet  and  exhibition  pen ;  2d  on 
heu  aud  pullet. 

Bt  KF.— H.  V>.  Miner,  1st  on  cockerel  and 
pullet. 

Slate.— Mrs.  S.  A.  Vose,  1st  on  cockerel 
and  hen;  2d  on  hen. 

WmrE.— Maliel  Vose,  1st  on  cock,  hen  and 
pullet:  21  on  cock,  cockerel  and  hen;  3d  and 
ii'i  on  pullet.  H.  P.  Miner,  1st  on  coikerel 
and  exhibition  pen;  2d  ou  pullet. 

Black.— H.  P.  Miner.  1st  on  cot-k  and  pul- 
let. \Y.  C.  Kan<lali.  l^t  ou  cockerel  and  hen ; 
2d  on  cock  and  pullet. 

WiLt).— n.  P.  iliuer.  1st  on  cock,  cockerel, 
ben  and  pullet. 

WiLii  Cross. —  .J.  Andrew  Chase,  1st  on 
cock  and  heu.  H.  P.  Miner,  1st  on  cockerel 
ami  pullet.  Elia^  Chesebro,  2d  on  cockerel 
and  pullet. 

Other  Crossfs.— A.  L.  Castritius,  1st  on 
cockerel  and  pullet. 

Dackg. 

WHtTE  Peklx.- N.  K.  Dixon  of  Westerly, 
all  four  on  cockerel;  all  four  on  pullet;  l^t  on 
exhibition  peu. 

Wild.— Horace  F.  Barl>er  of  Westerly,  Ut 
on  cockerel  and  pullet. 

Ge«?8e. 

Best  Collectiox.— J.  J.  Paris  &  Co.,  l?t, 
§15.    H.  I).  Miner,2d,?10. 

Toi  LOV.-E.— J.  .J.  Pavis  A  Co.,  1st  on  cock, 
cockerel,  hen  and  pullet;  2d  on  cockerel  and 
pullet. 

Embdex.— J.  J.  Pavis  &  Co.,  1st  on  cock 
and  ben. 

.\.FRICAX.— H.  P.  Miner,  1st  on  cock,  hen, 
and  exhibition  pen.  J.  .J.  Pavis  i  Co.,  1st  on 
co^'kerei  and  pullet;  2d  and  3d  on  cock  and 
hen. 

Brown  Chixa.— J.  J.  Pavis  &  Co.,  1st  on 
cock,  cockerel,  hen  and  pullet;  2<l  and  4tb  on 
cock  ;  3d  and  4tb  on  ben.  H.  P.  Miner,  2d  on 
hen ;  3d  on  cock. 

Canada.— H.  P.  3Iiner,  tirst  three  on  cock ; 
first  two  on  beu. 

Others  of  Pure  Breed.— J.  .J.  Pavis  & 
Co.,  1st  on  cock  and  pullet.    Sydney  A.  Chap- 
man, l>t  on  cockerel.    W.  C.  Randall,  1st  ou 
hen.   H.  P.  Miner,  l>t  ou  exhibition  pen. 
Dressed  Poultry, 

Best  DRF.SSED  Ti  RKEV  Gobbler.— Hor- 
ai-e  Vose,  Ut,  SIO.  Horace  P.  Miner,  2d,  $.'). 
J.  fi.  Brown,  V.  H.  C.     31al)el  Vose,  H.  C. 

Best  Pressed  Ti-rkev  Hex.— Mrs.  S.  A. 
Vose,  1st,  $s.  J.  s.  Brown,  2d,  $4.  Horace 
Vose,  V.  H.  C.    Mal>el  Vose,  H.  C. 

Best  Pre.s.«ed  Chickexs  (roasters).  — 
Hontce  Vose, all  four,  $4,  S2,  SI,  V.  H.  C. 

Best  Dre.ssed  Geese.— H.  P.  Miner,  1st, 
tio. 

Best  Pressed  Gi  ix^ea  Fowls.  —  H.  P. 
Miner,  1st,  $4. 

Eses. 

PozEN  Browx  Hf.xs'Eggs.— H.  p.  Miner, 
1st.  d3.  W.  H.  Conirdon,  2d,  3d  and  4th,  $2, 
$1,  and  V.  H.  C. 

PozEX  Leghorx  Hexs'  Eggs.  —  E.  B. 
Pendleton,  l>t,  *3.  W.  H.  Congdon,  2d,  S2. 
E.  H.  Pendleton,  3d,  81.  W.  H.  Congdon, 
V.  H.  C. 

Be-^t  Pozen  Geese  Eggs.— W.  C.  Ran- 
dall, l.-t,  *3. 

Pi  tK  Eggs.— W.  C.  Randall,  1st,  §3. 
The  Practical  End  of  It. 

As  the  show  was  held  in  a  region  which 
produces  the  tine-t  turkeys  in  the  world,  the 
management  made  a  strong  effort  to  draw  out 
an  exhibit  of  these  birds  that  would  not  only 
be  creditable  to  the  reputation  of  the  state,  but 
tend  to  extend  the  industry  and  still  further 
stimulate  the  production  of  birds  of  the  very 
highest  quality. 

Led  by  Horace  Vose,  the  veteran  turkev 
dealer  of  Westerly,  the  producers  of  the 
region  gave  the  society  their  hearty  support, 
ami  there  was  placed  on  exhibition  sixty-one 
turkeys  and  seventy-eight  geese.  As  regards 
quality,  variety  and  numbers,  this  part  of  the 
exhibition  has  never  been  equaled  anywhere. 

Almost  everything  was  to  be  seen  in  the 
turkey  line,  from  the  slender  bodied,  restless 
and  spirited  wild  and  wild-cross  turkey,  who 
were  tireless  in  their  persistent  efforts  to 
escape,  to  the  quiet  and  sedate  birds  of  the 


Maiumoth  Bronze  variety  with  their  broad 
and  deep  bodies,  massive  frames  aud  stout 
shanks. 

Bronze  turkeys  were  the  most  numerous, 
there  beiug  tweuty-tive  ou  exhibition.  White 
Hollands  were  next  in  number,  thirteen  being 
shown.  There  were  eleven  Xarragansetts  and 
six  of  the  Black  variety  exhibited. 

No  eastern  show  ever  stirred  up  so  much 
interest  in  turkeys,  aud  it  goes  without  sa)  ing 
that  oven  better  turkeys  will  be  found  :n  this 
section  when  the  show  again  comes  to  Wes- 
terly. 

The  display  of  geese  was  still  more  remark- 
able than  the  turkey  exhibii,  aud  even  sur- 
prised the  experts.  All  the  domestic  varieties 
were  shown.  The  Africans  were  superb. 
They  were  wide  aud  long  bodied,  quiet, 
gentle,  stjitely,  massive,  aud  in  great  contrast 
to  the  smaller  and  more  active  and  excitable 
Brown  and  White  Chinese  varieties.  There 
were  superb  imported  white  Embiiens  and 
miissive  gray  Toulouse  of  excellent  quality. 
There  was  also  an  almost  endless  number  of 
crosses  lietween  the  various  pure  breeds  ou 
exhibitiou,  showing  the  advautage  of  cross- 
ing geese  for  market  production.  It  was 
interesting  to  study  out  the  iutluence  of  the 
different  breeds  on  their  tirst  cross  progeny. 
Here  the  tiuest  kiud  of  wild  geese  with  swan- 
like necks  and  trumpet  voices,  could  also  be 
inspected  at  close  ninge. 

In  a  room  on  the  right  of  the  stage  hung 
twenty-eight  spei-iuieus  of  dressed  poultry, 
consisting  of  mammoth  turkeys,  mongrel 
geese,  roasting  chickens  aud  a  pair  of  white 
Guinea  fowl.  The  wild  cross  turkeys  in  this 
class  were  well  proportioned  and  unusually 
full  in  breast.  The  white  Guineas  were  yellow 
and  plump  as  a  partridge,  having  large 
amount  of  flesh  on  breast  and  body. 

The  exhibit  of  eggs  was  the  largest  the 
society  has  ever  had,  but  there  is  a  great 
chance  for  improvement.  It  is  surprising 
that  exhibitors  are  not  more  alive  to  the 
advantage  of  tilling  the  egg  classes.  The 
novice  who  visited  this  show  goes  away  with 
the  impression  that  Buff' Cochins  lay  the  largest 
eggs.  Light  Brahmas  the  darke>t  brown  eggs, 
and  White  Leghorns  the  best  white  eggs. 

3Iinorcas  and  Langshans  were  not  heard 
from  in  this  class.  It  is  useless  to  show  eggs 
unless  each  plate  is  provided  with  a  tag  speci- 
fying what  variety  protluced  them.  A  well 
filled  class,  thus  arranged,  will  give  valuable 
instruction.  Samuel  CfSH.MAX. 


Preparing  Birds  for  Exhibition. 

Pullius  Feathers  — Training:    Birds  — There 
are  Tricks  in  all  Trades,  Including  Ours. 

The  question  is  often  asked  :  "  M'hy  don't 
you  show  oftener?"  Well,  I  will  tell  you.  I 
have  not  the  time  to  prepare  birds  for  e.vhibi- 
tion,  and  spend  two  or  three  mouths  every 
winter  judging  shows. 

To  be  a  successful  exhibitor  means  a  lot  of 
time  and  hard  work;  and  if  you  have  not  the 
time  to  spare  you  had  better  leave  your  birds 
at  home,  if  other  breeders  who  have  time  for 
preparation  are  going  to  exhibit,  because  if 
they  have  good  stock  to  show  against  you  the 
chances  are  they  will  win  out  in  the  ninth 
inning  [evidently  some  of  Mr.  Hewes'  time  is 
spent  ou  base  ball].  Business  is  business, and 
nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  a  large 
show,  where  competition  is  close.  Xo  matter 
if  your  birds  are  good,  the  woods  are  full  of 
good  ones,  and  the  fellow  you  thought  was  at 
home  will  bob  up  just  when  you  least  expect 
him,  and  when  the  smoke  clears  that  Ply- 
mouth Kock  with  the  few  black  feathers  you 
thought  the  judge  would  not  see,  will  have  to 
content  himself  with  third  place;  while  the 
bird  you  have  been  making  fun  of  because  he 
had  to  have  his  face  washed  every  morning 
will  have  a  nice  new  blue  ribbon  ou  his  coop. 

To  successfully  compete  in  the  kiud  of 
company  we  are  running  up  against  in  almost 
every  big  show,  means  lots  of  hard  work  and 
just  a  little  thinking.  Say  what  you  please 
about  those  perfect  judges,  but  they  differ  on 
some  very  important  sections,  and  you  had 
just  as  well  find  it  out.  If  one  man  favors  a 
certain  color  or  shape  you  had  better  cater  to 
it  a  little  if  you  are  going  to  show  under  him. 

To  make  a  successful  exhibit  one  must  begin 
months  ahead  to  select  and  handle  his  stock. 
They  should  be  given  the  very  best  care,  and 
handled  as  often  as  convenient.  Place  them 
on  a  pedestal  of  some  kind ;  get  them  to  shape 


themselves  as  best  you  can,  and  by  tickling 
them  under  the  chin  (as  we  term  it)  you  can 
soon  teach  them  to  take  a  position  aud  keep  it. 
If  they  are  deticieut  in  some  important  section, 
see  if  you  cannot  get  them  to  take  a  position 
that  will  help  this  defect  as  much  as  possible. 
If,  for  instance,  a  bird  is  a  trifle  delicient  in 
breast,  t^ike  your  hand  aud  draw  it  up  through 
the  feathers,  so  the  section  will  loolr  full  and 
round.  Po  this  repeatedly  and  you  will  be 
surprised  at  the  shape  the  bird  will  take  of  his 
own  accord  after  a  few  lessons.  If  tail  is 
carried  too  high  or  too  low,  place  it  at  the 
proper  angle  aud  see  if  he  does  not  soon  learn 
to  tiike  that  same  position,  not  only  when  you 
are  handling  him,  but  in  the  yard  with  his 
mates. 

Is  this  wrong?  I  think  not.  If  it  is  then  it 
is  wrong  for  our  dry  goods  merchants  to  place 
their  best  and  choicest  goods  in  the  show 
windows  for  the  outside  people  to  look  at  in 
order  to  draw  trade.  I  believe  it  is  not  only 
honorable,  but  it  is  a  duty  every  exhibitor 
owes  the  fancy,  to  place  every  bird  he 
exhibits  iu  the  show  room  in  the  best  possible 
condition  aud  in  such  a  way  that  he  will  not 
only  win  prizes,  but  attract  the  attention  of 
people  not  interested  in  fancy  stock. 

If  you  show  in  your  own  coops,  have  good 
ones  — aud  the  nicer  you  can  get  thcra  the 
better,  for  people  arc  not  in  the  habit  of  stop- 
ping in  front  of  a  barb  wire  fence  to  admire  a 
bird  when  there  is  one  by  the  side  of  it  in  a 
fancy  coop  that  shows  every  good  point  the 
bird  possesse.?.  If  it  is  necessary  to  show  at 
all  it  is  necessary  to  show  in  the  proper  way; 
for  to  be  beaten  is  uot  a  very  good  advertise- 
meut  for  any  one,  aud  to  lose  by  negligence  is 
worst  of  all.  As  to  feed  for  exhibitiou  birds, 
there  are  so  many  different  views  on  this 
question  that  one  is  hardly  safe  in  making  a 
statement;  but  I  would  advise  the  feeding  of 
whatever  kind  of  food  the  stock  seems  to  do 
the  best  on. 

Now,  one  word  in  regard  to  pulling  feathers. 
I  do  not  like  to  lie  understood  as  favoring  this 
system,  but  if  you  do  not  do  it  you  will  get 
left  —  that  is  all  there  is  to  it —  for  other  breed- 
ers will  pull  them  out,  and  then  you  will  be 
beaten. 

A  Plymouth  Rock,  I  do  not  care  how  well 
he  may  be  bred,  will  show  the  black  feather, 
and  if  you  leave  it  there  foi"  the  judge  to  see  he 
is  going  to  discount  it,  so  the  safest  way  to  do 
is  to  pull  it  out.  There  are  good  people  who 
will  throw  up  their  hands  in  horror  at  this 
statement —  but  just  watch  them  through  three 
shows,  and  see  how  quickly  they  get  onto  the 
ileal,  and  how  apt  they  are  to  practice  the 
game.  If  you  work  all  the  week  on  a  farm  (or 
play  ball),  you  do  not  go  to  church  Sunday 
without  fixing  up,  do  you?  Then,  is  it  any 
worse  for  us  to  dress  up  our  birds  a  little 
before  we  send  them  out  into  good  company 
or  ou  dress  parade?  I  think  not,  aud  I  prac- 
tice what  I  preach. —  Theo.  Hewes,  in 
lieliable  Foultnj  Journal. 

This  happened  in  Caribou.  A  worthy 
farmer  sold  the  pastor  two  chickens  in  the 
absence  of  the  latter's  wife,  and  after  receiv- 
ing his  pay  walked  off'  unnoticed  with  the 
chickens  and  the  pay.  The  next  time  the 
pastor  saw  him  was  at  church  when  he 
inquired  into  the  thusness  of  the  wherefore. 
With  a  look  of  relief  on  his  face  the  farmer 
thanked  the  good  shepherd  for  solving  the 
problem  that  had  been  troubling  him  all  the 
week.  Before  that  he  had  been  unable  to 
understand  how,  starting  out  with  seventeen 
birds,  he  was  able  to  sell  nineteen.  But  the 
pastor  next  day  got  two  of  the  finest  birds  the 
absent  minded  farmer  could  procure. —  Ban- 
gor Xetrs. 


Bowker's     Animal  Meal 

makes  liens  lav,  and  makes  chickens  grow;  Bowker's 
BeeC  Scraps.  ISowker's  Ground  Oyster  Shells,  Bow- 
ker's Cracked  Bone,  Bowker's  Egg  Lime  Grit  are 
leaders  in  their  line.  If  Bi>wker's  '  is  on  the  bag  the 
contents  mav  be  depended  upon. 

'THK  BOWKKK  C05rPA>T. 
43  Chatham  St.i  Boston,  Mass. 
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FOR  A  TOMATO 

I'hf  Engraving  bIiowb  the  most  won- 
Irrlul  Tuiiiuto  ever  offered,  which  waa 

frowQ  by  W.  M.  Finley,  Salem, 
11.,  who  writes:  "They  grew 
over  7  ft.  high,  and  I  began  to 
pick  ripo  tomatoes  June  li-l,  aud 
had  an  abundance  all  summer. 
WuH  two  weeks  earlier  than  any 
cttluT  variety  I  ever  ha<l,  and  of 
the  best  Quality.  I  had  11  plants, 
and  each  one  produced  innn  1  to 
Sbushelsof  nice  fruit,  many  mam> 
moth  ones,  not  a  poor  one  the 
whole  season^ and  Oct.  15  was  still 
loaded  with  ripe  and  green  froit." 

This  Giant  Everbearing 
Tomato  is  entirely  new  and  a  won- 
der to  all.  After  once  grown  yoa 
will  have  no  others.  We  own  all 
the  seed  there  is,  and  will  pay 
!S'300  for  1  of  them  weighing 
3  lbs.  Plant  some,  yoa  may  get 
the  3  lb.  tomato.  Instructiona 
with  seed  and  how  to  prow  them. 

KlUST  IN  MAUKtT  CAIJ- 
BA.UK  is  (he  e.ir!ic-t  kind  in  tlie  world 
aiiil  von  will  have  beads  wetli*  bcforo 
vonr  "npichbors. 

'  GIANT   FLAT  DUTCH  th« 

P;:.»HKB^  Irtr^eslCubbaeeofall.  UaU  bead  aod 
vWy9>  ti^n  alwav^  sure  i- bead.weigbing  20  W  oOlbi. 
^^^^^^  JAPANESE  CLIMBI^^G  CU- 

CUMBER.   Wonderful  variety  from 
Japan.   Will  climb  a  irellia.wire  netting 
or  anv  eupport  5  to  8  ft.   Great  curiosity. 
GOI.IH  N  4M.1)ISE  OM«N,  is  a  spleodid  variety,  early. 
rouQil.       1      ■  J '  ■.   ■  xcillent  keepers. 

EAUr.V  SNOWISALL  TURNIP,  is  the  earliest  lo 
tbe  woria.  r-asv  grown,  good  size,  white  as  snow, 

will  suiid  a  packet  each  of  ahove  6  splendid  varieties 
aud  our  Great  Catalogue  for  onlj  25  cIs.  If  you  nienlioD 
this  paper  and  send  siUtr  or  M.  O.  we  will  send  free  for  the 
ladies,  100  Summer  Ftoweriuij  Bulbs. 

FAIBVIEW  SEED  FARM,  Boi  32,  Rose  HIIJ,  Y. 

pOCKEBELS 

S.  C.  Brown 
Leghorns 

FOE  EXHIBITION  and  BKEEDDfG. 
NO  BETTER  BLOOD  IN  AMERICA. 

(iciiiii  >ize.  iLTiaiul  in  color,  prices  right.  E\  erv  bird 
wp  .ship  i:^  fully  guaranteed. 

TENNEY  &  HARRINGTON, 

West  Newton,  Mass. 

ttWlt  Mlllll  Ms. 

POLLMT 

iVkin  Ducks,  Wh.  Wyandottes,  and  W'h.  P.  Rocks 
will  suit  you.  Get  our  jiriccs.  It  is  surprising  wbata 
trade  we  are  having  on  ducks. 

POLLARD'S  DUCK  FARM, 

1CI9  No.  Main  St.,  Tawtucket,  K.  I. 

jWMEN..mE.FENCEi 

Bi-^l  on  t.inli.  Ilorse-high,  Boll-  I 
>tri.nf.l'ii.-aiid(lilcten-llsbl.  With  ! 
our  III  I'l.KX  U  TOMATIC  MaclUne  ■ 

you  oan  make  GO  rods  a  day  for  f 

12  to  20  cts.  a  Rod. ! 

Oier  50  slvli"..    Catal  .l'ih-  Free.  J 
KITSELMAN    BROS.,  f 

nrjl   dJniC  best  grade  line  ground  forpoul- 
OCA  OnC.LLo  try  feed.   Best  and  cluapest 
wufcfcfcw  6|„,n,  know,,  $1.25  i,bl.-.5^bl. 
at  $1.00.   Discount  in  <|uantitv.   tramples.  2  cents. 
 F.  P.  K>'OWLES.  Guilford.  Conn. 

""""QUAKER  CIT^ 

GRINDING  MILL 

ForCORN  and  COBS, 
FEED,  and  TABLE 

MEAL.  Improved  f or '9S-'97. 
St-nd  forall  mills  advertised, 
•i-p  the  beBt — retoro  all  others. 

_  A.W.STRAUB&CO. 

Phllada.,  P».,  "d  41  S.  Jefferson  St.,  Chleoco,  111. 

EGGS  FOR  BROILERS. 

D.  A.  MOUNT, 

Pine  Tree  Farm,      -      -      Jauiesbiirg,  X.  J. 
The  Leading  A'arieties  of  Poultry. 

BEBKSHniE,  Chester  Whita^ 
Jersey  Red  A  Poland  China 
iplGS.   Jersey,  Guernsey^  Hol- 
etein  Cattle.  Thoroughbred 
Sheep.  Fancy  Poultry.  Hunting 
_  Hon;^  Do^.  CataloRUo. 

S*  W«  SMITH,  Cochranviller  Chester  Co.,  Pa. 


All  use  Waterproof  Sheelingr  for  clucken  runs;  be&t 
article  for  the  purpose.  Keeps  out  ootd  and  wet,  and 
lets  iitlight.  Good  as  glass,  aud  cost  U  small.  Piice 
and  samples  of 

DERBY  &  ABERCROMBIE, 

S6  SoutU  St.,  Xew  York.  N.  T. 


s 
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THE  SI.ATTED-CLOTH  COOP. 
(Kcproduced  from  a  Photograph  of  the  Coop  wliich  Express  Superintendents  and  General 
Agents  said  was  "  All  Klght,— Would  Go  Anywhere  at  One  Kate.") 


Shipping  Coops  Again. 

There  seems  to  be  not  a  little  misundei-staud- 
ing  still  on  the  part  of  many  readers,  and  also 
on  the  part  of  not  a  few  express  agents,  iu 
regard  to  the  one  rate  rule  adopted  about  a 
year  ago,  and  these  misunderstandings  cause 
not  a  little  confusion.  We  very  frequently  get 
letters  complaining  that  express  agents  will 
not  ship  fancy  fowls  or  thoroughbred  breed- 
ing stock  at  the  merchandise  rate;  or  in  tech- 
nical phrase,  at  "  one  rate." 

We  gave  considerable  space  to  this  subject 
at  the  time  the  new  rule  was  adopted,  but  will 
make  one  more  effort  to  give  a  clear  statement 
of  the  case,  so  as  to  clear  up,  if  possible,  these 
misunderstandings. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  express  companies 
for  many  years  to  charge  double  first  class 
merchandise  rate  foi-  all  live  stock  which  they 
carried ;  but  there  gradually  grew  up  a  custom 
of  shipping  poultry  for  market  at  one  first 
class  rate,  and  it  was  argued  that  they  could 
afford  to  do  this  because  the  birds  were  shipped 
iu  strong,  slatted  coops,  which  were  notiujured 
by  other  packages  being  piled  on  top  of  them, 
and  could  be  handled  practically  as  so  many 
pounds  of  merchandise  could  be  handled. 


THE  SI.ATTED-COOP. 


The  expressmen  felt,  too,  that  the  practice 
of  shipping  thoroughbi-ed  fowls  in  light, flimsy 
coops,  which  were  easily  broken,  allowing  a 
bird  to  escape;  or  which  was  so  flimsily  con- 
structed that  it  was 'impossible  to  put  other 
merchandise  on  top  of  them ;  and  they  express 
the  opinion,  which  they  no  doubt  honestly  felt, 
that  they  did  not  want  live  stock  in  coops  of 
that  kind  at  all;  would  rather  not  be  bothered 
with  it,  as  such  particular  pains  must  be  taken 
with  it  that  it  was  more  bother  than  it  was 
worth. 

The  double  first  class  rate,  however,  on 
birds  in  such  coops,  caused  much  discontent, 
and  manifestly  crippled  the  business  a  great 
deal.  Every  breeder  of  much  experience  in 
shipping  fowls  will  realize  this  when  he 
rscalls  bow  manj  Jeftfrs  be  reoeiveri  in  wtii'll 


the  tell-tale  question  was  asked,  "  AVhat  will 
the  express  rate  be?  "  It  is  certain  that  many 
would-be  buyers  were  deterred  from  buying 
by  that  seemingly  exorbitant  charge  for  trans- 
portation. 

There  was  much  discussion  of  the  "rate" 
question  between  poultry  breeders  and  express 
superintendents,  to  try  and  bring  about  a 
better  understanding,  and  get  a  rate  which 
would  be  mutually  advantageous.  The  writer 
interviewed  practically  all  of  the  express 
superintendents  in  Boston,  some  of  them 
many  times,  and  about  a  year  ago  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  express  companies  thoroughly 
canvassed  the  question,  and  adopted  a  rule 
that  thoroughbred  fowls  could  be  shipped  at 
one  rate  in  coops  such  as  murket  fowls  had 
been  shipped  in ;  that  is,  in  "slatted  coops," 
or  "  box  coops," —  coops  sufficiently  strong  to 
support  other  packages  of  merchandise  piled 
upon  them. 

In  our  interviews  with  the  superintendents 
of  the  express  companies,  we  strongly  urged 
the  allowing  of  cloth  to  be  put  upon  the  coops 
inside  of  the  slats,  to  protect  the  birds  from 
draughts,  and  this  concession  was  finally 
obtained,  so  that  the  rule  of  the  express  com- 
panies at  present  is  that  cloth  coops  will  be 
billed  at  one  rate,  provided  that  the  cloth  on 
the  coop  is  iu  no  way,  shape  or  manner  a  part 
of  the  coop  itself — that  is,  essential  for  the 
confinement  of  the  bird  or  birds  In  it.  In 
other  words,  the  coop  must  have  sufficient 
slats  to  confine  the  birds  precisely  as  though 
there  was  no  cloth  there. 

We  gave  at  the  time  this  discussion  was 
being  written  up,  illustrations  of  such  a  slatted 
coop  as  birds  intended  for  market  were  com- 
monly shipped  in,  and  which  were  acceptable 
to  the  express  companies  for  shipping  thor- 
oughbred poultry,  and  we  reprint  herewith 
the  illustration  of  that  slatted  coop,  which  was 
originally  made  for  Farm-Poultry  for 
October,  1892,  and  which  we  used  in  ou. 
announcement  of  the  lower  express  rate  in 
this  paper  for  November  1st,  1895.  The  coop 
shown  in  the  illustration  is  four  feet  long,  two 
feet  wide,  and  twenty  inches  high,  made 
entirely  of  laths,  excepting  the  bottom  and  the 
boards  around  the  base,  which  are  four  inches 
wide,  of  bottom  box  stuft'.  The  laths  on  the 
side  are  securely  nailed  to  posts  which  are  of 
inch  square  spruce.  Such  a  coop  will  carry 
any  amount  of  merchandise  piled  on  top  of  it, 
as  much  so  as  though  it  was  a  box. 

The  cloth  sided  coop,  which  we  also  repro- 

clnce  tbe  illustratiQn  of,  is  miide  in  the  same 


manner,  excepting  that  common  unbleached 
muslin  is  tacked  onto  it,  and  then  the  slats  or 
laths  upon  the  sides  and  ends  are  nailed  on 
precisely  as  though  there  was  no  muslin  there, 
and  are  the  width  of  a  lath  apart.  This  slatted 
cloth  coop  the  writer  carried  about  to  several 
of  the  express  offices  in  Boston,  talked  with 
the  express  superintendents  about  it,  and  they 
all  said  that  it  was  "  all  right,  would  go  any 
where  at  one  rate."  The  coop  from  which 
this  photograph  was  taken  is  very  light,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  sufficiently  strong  to  support 
a  man  weighing  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
AVe  stepped  up  onto  it  three  or  four  times 
during  our  interviews  with  the  superintend- 
ents and  general  agents,  just  to  demonstrate 
its  strength,  and  it  gave  no  sign  whatever  of 
weakness,  such  as  creaking  or  racking. 

The  misunderstanding  ali>>ut  the  lower 
express  rate  seems  absolutely  unpardonable, 
and  yet  within  two  weeks  an  express  agent 
has  personally  told  the  writer  that  live  fowls 
must  be  billed  at  double  first  class  rate,  and 
laughed  at  the  idea  when  we  told  him  that  he 
did  not  know  his  liusiness,  and  that  live  fowls 
properly  cooped  or  crated  had  been  shipped 
at  the  single  rate  for  a  year.  In  his  case,  it  Is 
simply  that  he  has  not  read  his  instructions. 
He  must  have,  (every  express  agent  has), 
printed  instructions  or  rules  for  his  guidance, 
and  his  printed  instructions  plainly  state  that 
live  fowls  crated  or  cooped  in  the  manner  we 
have  described  shall  be  billed  at  one  rate. 

We  have  untangled  several  unpleasant- 
nesses, and  secured  the  return  of  overcharges 
where  mistakes  have  been  made,  and  in  every 
case  we  have  found  express  superintendents 
aud  general  agents  gJad  to  have  the  matter 
brought  to  their  attention  in  order  that  the 
work  may  be  done  without  friction,  as  of 
course  it  is  for  their  best  interest  that  it  should 
be  done ;  the  less  friction  and  unpleasantness, 
the  more  and  better  business. 


A  BOX  COOP. 
As  made  by  Mr.  Latham. 


MAKES  miS  LAY 

SOLD  IN  60  AND  100-LB.  SEALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm,"* 
South  Swansea.  Mass./ 
After  nearly  two  years'  experience  in  the  use  of 
American  Poultry  Food,  during'  which  I  have  fed 
twenty  or  more  tons,  T  liave  come  to  regard  it  as  indis- 
pensable as  an  eg"s:  producer,  flesh  former,  to  make 
chickens  g-row  fast  and  feather  up  rapidly.  In  fact, 
it  has  no  equal  in  any  feed  1  have  any  knowledge  of  as 
an  all  round  poultry  food.  W.  P.  Shepard. 

If  your  local  dealer  does  not  keep 

AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD 

For  sample  and  particulars,  address 

THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO.,  Chicago,  III. 


MM  PliiOlltll  HOCKS. 

Bred  from  birds  selected  for  their  iirolifie  laviner  of 
large  brown  eg^^s.    PKICES,  S3  and  !Si4  KACU. 

RALPH  S.  NORTON, 

Falmouth  Foreside,  Me. 

BARGAINS  IN 


We  are  aware  that  there  are  many  kinds  of 
box  coops  made,  and  have  seen  advertise- 
ments of  manufacturers  of  box  coops,  who 
make  certain  sizes,  (usually  for  single  birds), 
and  supply  them  to  the  trade.  On  our  farm, 
however,  we  have  found  the  slatted  cloth  coop 
so  perfectly  satisfactory  we  have  discarded 
the  use  of  all  others.  One  of  its  great  merits 
is  that  it  can  be  made  lin  any  size  that  is 
needed.  We  have  certain  standard  sizes  that 
we  make  for  a  cockerel,  or  a  pair,  or  a  trio, 
and  have  to  malie  many  of  quite  large  size  for 
pens  of  ten  or  a  dozen  birds,  and  have  found 
it  very  convenient  to  have  box  stuff,  (as  the 
lumber  men  call  it),  cut  in  three  aud  four  foot 
lengths,  on  hand  for  this  purpose.  It  is  our 
rule  to  give  birds  three-fourths  of  a  square 
foot  of  floor  space  in  the  coop ;  though  iu  some 
cases,  as  for  instance  in  sending  a  breeding 
pen  of  four  females  and  a  male  to  California 


YELLOW  BAGS  FOR  ANIMAL  MEAL.  { 

To  protect  our  customers  against  imitations  wliich 
have  become  so  numerous,  we  now  pack  our  cele- 
brated Animal  Meal  in  Yellow  Hags.  Take  no 
goods  In  bulk  or  in  liags  that  are  not  yelluw.  except  at 
yovu'J'isk-         sell  in  Iiags  from  10  Ih?.  up. 

THE  BOWKER  COMPANY, 

43  Vh^tht^m  St„  Boston,  Mass, 


II  IIVUIXUI 

1  have  ir.O  Uarred  riyniouth  Ruck  pullets  for  sale? 
at  Sl.oO  and  S"2  ;ir)iece.  They  were  bred  from  prolific 
layers  of  brown  eggs,  were  farm  raised  with  free 
range ;  many  of  Ihein  are  about  ready  to  lay,  and  they 
are  genuine  bargains  lo  any  one  wanting  great  laving 
stock. 

GOOD  COOKERELS  $2  AND  $3  EACH. 

A  few  good  year  old  hens  S2each. 

A.  F.  Hunter, 

 so.  NATICK,  MASS. 


Can  easily  chop 
meat  for  sausage 
aud  mince-meat, 
hamburg  steak, 
suet,  corn  for  fritters,  scrap  meat  for 
poultry,  hash,  beef  for  tea,  etc.,  with  the 


ENTERPRISE 

MEAT 
CHOPPER 


The  Most  Effective  Chopper  Ever  Made. 

No.  5,  chops  one 
pound  in  a  minute, 
$2.oo.  No.  10,  chops 
two  pounds  in  a 
minute,  $3.00.  Lar- 
ger sizes  described 
in  our  Catalogue. 
Ask  your  dealer. 

Send  two  2  c 
stamps  forthe  "En- 
terprising House- 
keeper^ ' '  200  recipes- 

Thc  Enterprise  MTg  Co.  of  Pa.,Pliila.,Pa. 
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F^ARM-  POULXRV 


ti*l  iuv>iith  wo  tuakt'  a  coop  two  l>_v  two  ami 
>.>ut^halt  fe#t,  tweuty  iui-lies  hi'sh,  w  hich  givo 
each  binl  a  square'  foot  of  floor  space,  aiu) 
*mple  height  to  stand  erevt.  When  coops  are 
^iu^  a  shorter  viistance.  somewhat  less  space 
will  answer  all  rijht;  but  as  a  rule,  for  the 
American  or  Asiatic  varieties  three-fourths  of 
a  foot  to  a  fool  of  floor  space  is  desirable. 

We  have  returned  to  this  subject  ajpiiu,  as 
we  statevl  at  the  outset,  because  of  the  con- 
tinued misunderstanding.  AVe  hope  breeders 
will  be  patient  when  such  misunderstandings 
arise,  .-iud  have  the  matter  correi-ted  to  the 
end  that  the  mistake  shall  not  be  repeated. 
If  an  overcharge  is  made,  appeal  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  division  in  which  it  is 
made,  and  it  will  l>e  set  right  at  once.  It  Uikes 
time  for  such  a  reform  as  this  lower  express 
rate  has  brousrht  about  to  get  thorwughly  at 
work,  get  to  working  without  friction.  We 
have  our  part  to  do  iu  the  matter,  to  set  right 
any  express  agent  who  is  still  in  the  dark. 
We  can  well  aflbrd  to  lie  patient,  and  work 
for  the  furtherance  of  this,  l>ei-ause  it  is  such 
a  great  gain  to  the  poultry  interest.  The 
transportation  of  live  binls  at  the  single 
men  bandise  rate  is  a  very  great  help  to  the 
:  lultry  Imsiness. 

In  using  this  expression  we  have  in  mind 
the  poultry  business  at  large,  the  greatest 
good  of  the  grvatest  number.  We  have 
heard  a  few  "fsinciers"  express  diss;itisfaction 
with  the  new  rate,  l)ecau>e  they  say  it  is  of  no 
advantage  to  them,  that  now  thvy  have  to  pay 
express  charges  l>olh  going  and  returning 
when  sending  birds  to  a  show  ;  whereas,  when 
the  double  rate  rule  was  in  force  they  simply 
paid  the  charges  to  the  show,  and  the  express 
companies  returned  the  birds  free;  hence, 
the  one  rate  l«oth  ways  is  no  advantage  to 
them  whatever.  As  usual,  they  are  wholly 
blind  to  the  broader  side  of  the  question,  to 
the  greater  good  of  the  greater  number,  and 
refuse  to  see  that  it  is  a  very  great  advanftge 
to  the  poultry  interest  generally,  promoting 
sale>  and  facilitating  the  difliision  of  thorough- 
bred stock. 

Since  the  above  was  put  in  type  we  have  a 
letter  from  a  Canaan,  Ct.,  reader,  complaining 
that  the  express  .igent  at  Kingston,  K.  I., 
refused  to  ship  some  breeding  geese  from  the 
experiui<-nt  station  atone-half  rate. 

In  that  the  express  agent  is  right,  and  the 
Connecticut  man  wrong.  The  rate  is  one- 
rate."  or,  what  is  technically  known  as 
"  merchandise  rate."  It  is  quite  true  that  it  is 
one-half  the  former  rate ;  but  that  former  rale 
was  double  fir?t-class,  or  double  "  merchan- 
dise i^te," — and  it  is  confusing  to  call  it  "one- 
half"  rate,  as  did  our  Connecticut  friend. 

Let  us  get  this  clearly  fixed  iu  our  minds, 
that  the  rate  on  fowls  properly  cooped  is 
'•  >ingle  merchandise  rate,"  or  "one  rate,'' 
then  we  shall  \>e  all  right. 


Spokane's  Poultry  E.-chibit. 

At  the  third  annual  fruit  fair,  held  at  Spo- 
kane, Wash.,  October  lith  to  ITlh,  the  poultry 
liivision  was  a  great  feature.  An  annex  2.5  x 
12.5  feet  was  prepared  especially  for  it.  All 
the  standard  breeds  of  the  Asnatic,  American 
and  3Iedilerranean  classes  were  represented, 
including  Hong  Kong  geese,  Pekiu  and  other 
varietie>  of  ducks,  etc.  The  entries  numbered 
al>out  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  all,  and  owing 
to  the  moulting  season  very  few  old  birds 
were  exhibited. 

The  -••pokane  breeders,  preparatory  to  their 
first  annual  show  held  last  winter,  paid  the 
necessary  price,  and  imported  from  the  east 
the  very  best  of  breeding  stock.  Felch  &  Son, 
of  Massachusetts,  tilled  orders  for  lirabmas, 
Lang^hans,  Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyandottes; 
Xorthup,  of  Sew  York  supplied  Jiinorcas; 
Sharp  Bros.,  of  Massachusetts,  Bufl" Cochins; 
Hawkins,  of  31assachusetts,  Plymouth  Rocks ; 
Knapp  Bros.,  of  Sew  York,  White  Leghorns 
— in  fact,  nearly  every  specialty  breeder  of 
national  reputation,  is  represented  by  stock 
for  which  fancy  prices  have  been  paid  by  the 
enterprising  breeders  and  fanciers  of  the 
Falls  City. 

Spokane,  as  the  commercial  center  of  the 
great  fruit  district  lying  between  the  Rockies 
and  Cascades,  and  also  because  of  her  favora- 
ble climatic  conditions  for  poultry  culture; 
must  of  necessity,  grow  into  prominence  as  a 
poultry  center.  The  majority  of  Spokane 
breeders  are  prominent  business  men,  to 
whom  the  raising  of  high  scoring  birds  Is 


purely  a  hobby.  These  fanciers  add  greatly 
to  the  influence  of  the  association,  and  are 
making  strouij  competitors,  as  their  friends 
in  Tacoma,  Seattle  and  Portland  may  discover 
in  the  future.  Should  the  coast  breeders  and 
fanciers  decide  "  to  carry  the  war  iu  Africa," 
then  stock  will  be  welcome  and  given  the  best 
of  care  at  the  second  annual  show  at  Spokane, 
beginning  January  dth,  1897. 


Thoroughbreds  vs.  Grades. 

VTill  It  Pay  the  Farmer  Better  to  Have 
Strictly  Thoroughbreds  Than  Good 
Grades  —  What  is  a  .'Uongrfl '.' 

In  all  blanches  of  live  stock  industry,  good 
blooil  is  the  foundation  of  success.  In  fact, 
in  all  businesses  the  best  is  what  must  be 
secured  to  establish  the  desired  objects. 

Now  in  nothing  does  good  blood,  the  best 
material,  talk  so  emphatically  as  in  poultry 
culture.  Common  hens,  like  cheap  labor,  are 
not  to  be  depended  upon.  Once  iu  a  while  we 
may  get  hold  of  mongrel  hens  that  do  good 
work,  but  the  cases  are  very  rare.  Again,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  may  have  thoroughbreds 
that  are  utterly  worthless  for  egg  production. 
The  former  have  good  blood  so  polluted  that 
it  is  of  very  little  good ;  the  latter  have  their 
bloo<l  so  poisoned  by  inbreeding  that  they  are 
equally  bad.  Breeding  birds  strictly  to  the 
standard  is  the  only  way  to  have  prize  win- 
ners in  the  show  room,  .\lmost  as  a  rule, 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  show  birds  are  utterly 
worthless  for  practical  purposes.  When 
poultry  are  bred  too  close,  each  generation 
becomes  more  delicate  in  health,  and  less 
productive  iu  eggs  and  meat.  All  good  prac- 
tical poultrymen  would  rather  use  crossbreds 
than  attempt  to  make  a  living  with  "physical 
wrecks."' 

One  of  the  first  rules  in  the  poultry  yard 
should  be  to  have  strong,  vigorous  birds. 
Without  such  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  suc- 
ceed. If  We  can  get  that  in  pure  blooiJ  (and 
we  can  if  we  manage  it  rightly)  we  are  richer 
than  if  we  use  half-breeds,  [f  we  select  our 
breeds  according  to  object  desired,  we  can 
secure  as  good,  if  not  better  material  for  our 
purposes  than  if  we  use  grades,  or  make 
crosses. 

If  we  want  eggs  alone,  we  have  a  long  line 
of  breeds  to  select  from  —  the  Leghorns, 
Minorcas,  Spanish,  Andalusians,  Ilamburgs, 
etc.,  for  the  middle  and  southern  states ;  with 
probably  a  better  choice  in  the  American 
class  for  New  England  and  the  west. 

If  we  aim  at  roasting  fowls,  we  find  superior 
qualities  iu  the  Brahmas,  Cochins, Xangshans 
and  Plymouth  Rocks. 

If  we  want  to  raise  broilers,  no  better  breed 
can  be  secured  than  the  AVyandotte. 

If  we  properly  raise,  house,  and  feed  those 
breeds,  no  crossbred  fowl  will  equal  them. 
That  conclusion  we  have  come  to  after  spend- 
ing a  number  of  years  at  experimenting  with 
crossbred  fowls  alongside  of  purebreds  fitted 
for  the  same  purpo.se. 

The  cry  is:  "When  we  use  thoroughbreds 
we  have  so  much  sickness  in  our  flocks,  while 
the  crossbreds  are  always  hardy." 

It  is  a  pity  that  such,  too  often,  is  the  case. 
What  is  to  blame?  We  think  it  is  due  to  the 
great  curse  of  inbreeding.  Yes,  close  inbreed- 
ing is  a  curse  to  the  poultry  fraternity.  It 
may  make  fancy  specimens,  but  often  they  are 
physical  wrecks.  "Why  not  keep  our  pure- 
breds pure  without  breeding  the  stamina  out 
of  them?  Why  not  make  each  generation 
hardier?  It  can  be  done.  How?  By  out- 
crossing, or  by  frequently  changing  the  males. 

To  change  males  in  a  flock  each  year,  would 
be  called  suicidal  work  in  standard  breeding, 
but  it  is  good  commonsense  in  practical  cul- 
ture. Such  a  proceeding  might  not  retain 
characteristics,  but  it  will  impart  vigor  and 
strength,  to  say  nothiug  about  profits.  Out- 
crossing can  be  resorted  to  in  unprofitable 
poultry,  provided  the  following  year  males  of 
the  same  breed  are  again  used. 

The  farmer  has  reached  that  stage  that  if  he 
cannot  secure  profitable  hardy  thoroughbreds 
he  will  have  to  resort  to  crossbreds.  The 
chances  are  that  when  crossing  is  resorted  to, 
farmers  are  apt  to  be  careless,  and  use  the 
males  of  the  cross  on  their  female  of  the  same 
family.  It  does  not  take  long  to  see  such  work 
converting  really  good  fowls  into  mongrels. 
A  mongrel,  dunghill  or  barnyard  fowl  is  a  bird 
that  has  resulted  from  haphazard  matingg  for 


generations.  Kach  year  it  becomes  mora 
mixed,  uulil  fiually  there  is  no  lellin;;  to  what 
breed  its  aucestors  belonged. 

What  is  needed  foremost  is  to  bring  our 
thoroughbreds  up  to  the  highest  type  of  hardi- 
ness and  utility,  and  then  for  the  poultry 
farmer  to  use  only  fowls  that  are  strictly  pure 
in  blood.  Until  then,  poultry  farming  will  be 
more  or  less  an  uucertaiuty.  Where  good 
blood  is  used  we  see  success.         M.  K.  B. 


Poultry  Raising  in  Vermont. 

Butter  and  cheese  are  our  chief  productions, 
but  is  there  not  an  opportunity  to  build  up 
other  branches  of  farniiug  more  than  has  been 
done?  A  great  deal  of  poultry  goes  from  Ver- 
mont to  the  cities  of  Massachusetts,  also  many 
eggs ;  but  cannot  this  branch  of  our  farm  work 
be  greatly  improved?  There  are  difliculties 
in  the  way,  and  they  must  be  considered.  The 
first  is  distance  from  niarkets.  While  we  are 
not  very  far,  yet  we  are  far  enough  from  the 
cities  to  take  ijuite  a  large  share  of  the  profits 
for  transportation  and  other  expenses.  This 
is  especially  true  of  winter  eggs,  which  are 
forty  or  more  cents  in  the  cities,  while  here 
they  are  only  about  twenty-five.  This  is 
largely  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  transportation 
iu  cold  weather.  Again,  to  be  a  successful 
grower  of  poultry,  one  must  attend  daily  to 
many  little  details  with  which  the  average 
farmer  does  not  think  he  can  bother,  and  it 
may  not  be  best  for  him  to  have  such  work  to 
do.  If  the  farmer  is  too  busy,  if  the  housewife 
is  too  busy,  if  there  are  no  children  or  anybody 
else  to  attend  to  the  poultry,  then  things  on 
that  farm  had  better  go  on  in  the  ordinary 
way  —  keep  a  few  hens  and  let  them  take  care 
of  themselves;  but  there  are  many  farms 
where  there  is  some  one  who  can  devote  more 
or  less  time  to  hens,  turkeys,  ducks  and  geese, 
to  say  nothing  of  pigeons,  etc. 

There  is  generally  a  good  home  market  for 
strictly  fresh  eggs,  especially  where  the  sum- 
mer visitor  from  the  city  finds  a  home.  Every 
family  or  person  who  uses  eggs  wants  them 
strictly  fresh.  A  bad  egg  is  about  thegreatest 
nuisance  that  gets  into  the  kitchen,  and  when 
any  one  can  deliver  eggs  once  a  week  or  so, 
which  are  guaranteed  to  be  strictly  fresh,  he 
can  generally  secure  the  very  best  price.  Now 
there  are  probably  hundreds  of  families  in 
towns,  villages,  and  cities  in  the  state  that 
would  be  very  glad  to  arrange  for  fresh  eggs; 
and  there  are  other  hundreds  of  farmers' 
wives  and  children  who  might  meet  this 
demand.  It  may  not  be  always  possible  to 
supply  a  given  number  of  eggs  every  week  in 
the  year,  but  the  ellort  to  do  this  will  lead  to 
study  and  improvement.  Once  awaken  au 
interest  in  the  egg  business,  or  any  other 
branch  of  poultry  keeping,  and  better  ways 
will  be  .sought  out  and  adopted.  3Iauy  young 
people  on  the  farms  would  be  greatly  helped 
in  various  ways  by  getting  interested  in  poul- 
try. They  would  enjoy  the  care  and  work, 
take  pleasure  iu  seeing  the  fowls  grow,  and 
would  be  able  to  earn  money  to  use.  AVe 
advise  farmers  to  encourage  their  children  and 
do  all  they  can  to  help  them  iu  this  work.  It 
takes  only  a  little  lumber  to  build  a  house  for 
poultry,  and  most  of  the  agricultural  papers 
print  directions  for  caring  for  different  kinds 
of  poultry. —  Vermont  Watchman. 


Well  fattened  neatly  dressed  poultry  will 
always  sell.  There's  no  poor  market  for  this 
class  of  goods,  provided  it  gets  to  the  dealer 
in  shape  to  show  its  worth.  Men  hesitate 
about  growing  chicks,  whereas  the  only 
hesitancy  should  be  about  the  quality  grown. 
—Maine  Farmer. 


BOWKER 


YELLOW  BAGS  FOR  ANIMAL  MEAL. 

To  protect  our  cnstomers  against  imitations  which 
liave  biconie  nuinerou^.  \\c  now  pack  our  cele- 
brated .4niuial  Meat  in  Yellow  liags.  Take  no 
Koods  Id  bulk  or  in  bas-  Uuii  art-  not  -v  ellow.  sxcent  at 
youriisk.   We  5ell  In  l>as/s  from  Ifl  liw.  up. 

THE  BOWKKR  CO.MPAST, 

43  Chatham  St.,  Boston,  .Vagg. 


^There  has  never  been  A  time  when  grow- 
ers tshoDld  guard  against  failure  with  mor9 
care.   Tber«  haa  never  been  atimewbea  < 
Ferr'/*^  Sefdf  were  more  eseential.  Tbeyara 

I  alWays  the  best.  For  sale  by  leadings 
dealers  everywhere.  Infiist  oq  having  them. 

FERRY'S  SEED  ANNUAL 

is  fall  of  information  for  gardeners  and  1 
planters.  There  will  never  be  a  better  time 
^than  now  to  send  forthel>©7  edition.  Free*  J 
D.  M.  Ferry  A.  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.  ^ 

SEEDS 


PRR  REPnnn  and  poultry 

caa  nCuunu  account  book. 

Tlie  most  simple,  practical  and  easilv  kept  book  ol  the 
|jiud;  5000in  use.  3d  edition  ready."  Price  25c.  r.oat- 
pai'l.  H.  A.  KUHJiS,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


ON  TRIAL. 


You  dou*t  pav  us  one  cent  until 
satisfied  tlie  Buckeye  Hatcher  is 
perfect.  Invincible  Hatclier 
OW-enn)  $10;  SO-egg  Ifirubator, 
_  So:  Brooders,  $3. 
Send  2  stamps  for  No.  1  catalofeiie. 

BUCKEYE  INCUBATOR  CO., 
 Springfield,  O. 


exertion,  thusgivingthem  tti{ 


or  are  accompanied  by  inlian 


All  who  use  it  are  amazed  at  it>  power  and 
are  loud  in  its  praise  ever  after. 

Sit  will  cure  every  ache,  every 
-——lameness,  every  soreness, 
C  everywhere;  either  Internal 
f\%    Wor  External.    It  produces  a 
permanent  increase  of  vital  activity  in  the 
parts,  and  by  its 
electric  energy 
.excites  the  organ's 
•to  more  vigorous 
exertion,  thusgivingthem  the  power  to  throw 
oft',  prevent 
and  cure  dis- 
,ease.  There 
is  not  a  medi- 
cine in  use  today  which  possesses  the  confi- 
deuce  of  the  public  to  so  great  an 
^  extent.    The  best  evidence  of  its 
'  ^jViextraordinary  value  is  the  fact  that 
Win  the  state  where  it  was  originated 
more  than  eighty  years  ago  it  is  still  the  lead- 

Siiig  family  medicine.    The  sale 
there  is  steadily  increasing.  Its 
aV  special  province  is  the  treatment 
•  of  iiillainmution.   Inflammation  is 
an  unsound  condition  of  any  part  of  the  bodv, 

S manifested  outwardlv  bv  red- 
.^..uess,  swelling  and  heat;  in- 
ll^wlwurdly  by  congestion  of  the 
•  V#I\blood  vessels  and  grow  th  of 
unsound  tissue,  causing  irritation,  pain  and 
disease.  A 
majority  of  the 
diseases  of  nian- 
,kind  begin  with 
or  are  accompanied  by  inflammation.    It  is 

un  equaled. 
It  is  the 
best.  It  is 
the  oldest. 

It  is  the  ori'.'inal.    It  is  unlike  any  other.  It 
is  superior  to  all  others."    It  is  the 
I ^  great  vital  and  muscle  nervine.  It 
\3tl'*  for  Internal  as  much  as E:fte)~nal 
^#  V#use.   It  is  used  and  fully  endorsed 
by  all  athletes.   It  is  a  soothing,  healing, 
■■■■  penetrating  Anodyne.    It  is 

^  _  _    _    what  every  mother  should 

■  W  1 1 1*  li^^  e  in  the  house.    It  is  loved 

■  ^UUby  suffering  children  when 
dropped  on  sugar.   It  is  safe,  soothing,  sat- 

isfying ,  so  say  sick,  sensi- 
%|T"1^\ff^'^^  sufTerers.'  It  is  used 
r  ll  V*  W V  and  recommended  by 
^^■■^•■■many  physicians  every- 
where.    It    is  the   Universal  Household 
Remedy  from  infancy 
to  old  a'ge.   It  is  safe 
to  tnist  that  which 
has  satisfied  genera- 
tion after  generation.    It  is  made  from  the 
_  favorite  prescription  of  a  good 

»  old  family  physician.    It  is  niar- 

■  Y  '       vellous  how  many  ailments  it  will 

■  1  "Oquickly  relieve,  heal  and  cure. 
It  is  more  than  eighty  years  since  it  was 

originated.  In  all  that 
time  it  has  stood  upon 
its  own  intrinsic  worth, 
,  merit  and  excellence. 
1)0  not  forget  the  verv  important  and  useful 
m  fact  that  it  Is  strictly  for  family 

^  use.    Every  mother  should  always 
ULnl^  ha\  e  it  iu  the  house,  to  relieve  and 
1  cure  the  many  common  ills  which 
will  occur  iu  every  family  as  long  as  life  has 
woes.    For  croup,  coKls, 
coughs,  cramps  and  pain, 
it  is  the  sovereign  cure; 
always  ready  to  use. 
Our  Book  on  INFLAMMATION  Mailed  free. 

The  Doctor's  signature  nnd  directions  on  every  bottlGk 
Sold  bv  all  Drupgists.  1 'rice.  S3  cents.  Sii  bottles,  SJ  Ott 
I.  S.  JtjHNSON    CO..  22  Custom  House  St..  Boston.  MaSb 
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The  Question  of  Stimulants^ 

It  Is  Their  Abuse,  and  Not  Use,  That  Makes 
Them  Dangerous  to  Fowl  Life. 

A  careless  use  of  stimulants  of  any  kind  is 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  fowls.  The  proper 
use,  on  the  other  hand,  of  stimulating  food, 
etc.,  is  beneficial. 

Prof.  Vale  tells  us  that  the  use  of  spicy  con- 
diments, especially  if  they  contain  cayenne 
pepper,  will  cause  premature  laying,  and  it  is 
very  frequently  given  to  fowls  with  their  soft 
food  to  stimulate  egg  production.  That  it  will 
do,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  not  infre- 
quently inflame  the  ovary  and  oviduct,  and 
may  result  in  ovarian  disease,  and  thus  cause 
death.  Too  much  overheating  food,  such  as 
hemp  seed,  liuckwheat,  or  barley,  has  a  tend- 
ency to  cause  the  laying  of  soft  shelled  eggs. 

Feeding  food  of  a  too  fat  forming  nature,  as 
potatoes,  maize  (corn),  rice,  etc.,  and  the  free 
use  of  spicy  condiments,  continues  Prof.  Vale, 
will  produce  congestion  of  the  liver — and  the 
same  food  is  apt  to  produce  hepatitis,  a  liver 
disease. 

Stoddard  says  peas,  beans,  and  pulse  are  too 
stimulating  for  general  use,  and  not  generally 
relished — proof  enough  of  their  unsuitable- 
ness.  Indian  corn,  Mr.  Stoddard  asserts,  is 
very  stimulating,  and  apt  to  cause  apoplexy. 
It  should  not  be  fed  at  all  during  summer,  and 
only  during  very  cold  weather  in  winter. 

Dr.  Sanborn,  in  "  Farm-Poultry  Doctor," 
says  too  much  spice  is  one  of  the  causes  of 
gastritis  or  inflammation  of  the  second  stom- 
ach. The  doctor  also  says  the  feeding  of  a 
large  proportion  of  potatoes,  corn,  or  corn 
meal  has  a  tendency  to  irritate  the  liver;  too 
much  spice  or  egg  forcing  foods  cause  inflam- 
mation of  the  oviduct. 

On  the  subject  of  overfeeding,  the  doctor 
says :  "  If  there  is  any  one  article  of  food 
more  misused  than  any  other  in  the  feeding 
of  poultry,  it  is  our  national  grain,  corn.  Its 
overuse  produces  a  deposit  of  fat  in  all  availa- 
ble parts  of  the  body,  which  in  time  is  likely 
to  be  followed  by  '  fatty  degeneration '  of 
muscles  and  organs." 

"  Condiments  are  good  In  limited  amounts 
in  the  hot  mash,"  adds  the  doctor.  "  The« 
wild  birds  pick  and  eat  many  a  leaf  and  berry 
that  is  spicy,  and  our  domestic  fowls  appreci- 
ate ginger  and  black  pepper  in  their  break- 
fasts." 

Thus  we  find  that  the  men  who  would  feed 
their  fowls  a  variety — and  poultry  always  do 
best  when  they  have  a  varied  bill  of  fare — 
must  necessarily  give  them  stimulating  food. 
Now  if  this  food  is  given  occasionally,  that  is, 
a  part  of  the  rations  for  the  week,  good  results 
must  come;  but  if  any  of  these  stimulating 
articles  becomes  a  fixed  daily  food  then  we 
will  see  much  damage. 

That  is  one  reason  why  the  writer  has 
always  fought  against  this  exclusive  corn  diet. 
It  is  too  fattening,  too  heating,  too  stimulating 
for  any  except  occasional  feeding. 

It  is  amusing  to  note  how  some  writers  will 
jump  upon  the  use  of  condition  powder,  assert- 
ing that  nothing  stimulating  should  be  given  — 
and  then,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  extol  the 
merits  of  corn,  buckwheat,  barley,  potatoes, 
peas,  beans,  etc.,  advising  their  daily  use.  In 
our  experiments  we  found  that  our  best  and 
most  profitable  hens  were  those  that  were  fed 
a  variety  of  food,  with  just  enough  condition 
powder  to  improve  their  appetites,  make  them 
active,  and  tone  the  system,  which  necessarily 
becomes  more  or  less  run  down  in  regularly 
producing  eggs. 

The  writer  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  use  of 
cayenne  pepper.  He  knows  from  past  experi- 
ence that  liver  disease  and  kindred  troubles 
are  the  general  results  when  this  strong  spice 
is  used ;  but  if  that  condiment  is  placed  in  a 
preparation  of  spices,  there  no  doubt  is  a 
medicinal  virtue  in  it.  Condition  powder,  if 
rightly  made,  is  composed  of  such  ingredients 
as  work  on  the  blood,  which  in  turn  purify  the 
system,  and  nip  in  the  bud  any  disease  germs 
that  may  be  starting.  Furthermore,  a  reliable 
powder  will  strengthen  the  organs,  which 
must  make  egg  production  more  easy  and 
natural.  Of  course,  there  must  be  a  judicious 
use  of  all  stimulating  preparations — just 
enough  to  gain  the  point  desired.  It  is  not  in 
the  use,  but  the  abuse  that  condition  powder, 
or  any  stimulant  like  corn,  buckwheat,  or 
barley  get,  that  makes  them  dangerous  to 
fowl  life.  M.  K.  B. 


fieat  and  Ventilation  in  Incubators 
and  Brooders. 

Written  for  Fakm-Poultey. 

In  looking  over  some  back  numbers  of 
Farm-Poultry  I  saw  an  article  with  the 
above  title,  which  1  think  will  bear  revising. 

When  I  read  'Ae  letter  it  put  me  in  mind  of 
the  man  who  advised  using  glycerine  and 
nitric  acid  for  roup.  "Glycerine  is  very 
good."  Yes?  "  Nitric  acid  properly  diluted  is 
beneficial."  Yes  — but  —  combine  thetwo,  and 
what  have  you?  Nothing  more  or  less  than 
nitro-glycerine,  which  would,  in  all  prob- 
ability, put  an  end  to  any  disease  I  Just  so 
with  Mr.  G.'s  theory,  that  an  incubator  should 
be  run  at  a  temperature  of  95°  to  98°.  Lower- 
ing the  temperature  to  95°  once  in  two  or 
three  days  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  eggs  in  an 
incubator,  giving  the  germ  a  chance  to  solidify, 
and  toughening  the  arteries  and  veins. 

Lowering  the  heat  by  taking  plenty  of  time 
to  turn  your  eggs  once  in  two  or  three  days — 
according  to  the  weather — if  it  is  warm,  every 
other  day;  if  cool,  every  third  day.  After 
turning  the  eggs  in  the  morning  place  the  tray 
on  top  of  the  incubator,  and  put  the 
thermometer  on  the  eggs.  When  it  reaches 
95°  place  them  back  in  the  incubator. 

In  the  meantime  leave  the  door  of  the  incu- 
bator open  until  the  whole  volume  of  air  is 
changed,  which  will  be  in  about  one  minute; 
then  close — keeping  all  ventilators  closed 
except  a  very  small  one,  say  three-fourths  of 
an  inch  to  a  300-egg  machine,  one-half  inch 
to  a  100-egg  machine;  and  the  proper  place  for 
this  is  at  the  top,  in  the  center.  This  gives  a 
slight  change  of  air,  enabling  the  heat  to 
spread  more  evenly  over  the  egg  chamber, 
thereby  giving  an  even  temperature. 

Beware  of  the  numerous  ventilating  holes 
in  diflerent  incubators,  some  at  the  top,  more 
at  the  bottom,  sides  and  ends.  They  can't  all 
be  right.  Air  supplied  from  underneath 
strikes  the  eggs  cold ;  from  the  sides  and  ends 
it  will  circulate  around  the  edge  of  the  egg 
drawer,  and  derange  the  temperature;  while 
from  a  single  ventilator  at  the  top  the  cold  air 
must  pass  through  the  warm  air  and  tank,  and 
seek  various  passages  through  warm  air  to  the 
bottom  of  the  incubator.  There  is  no  circula- 
tion— simply  a  settling  to  the  bottom  by  its 
being  heavier  than  the  warm  air. 

Bear  in  mind  you  are  not  running  a  fruit 
evaporator,  or  a  dry  kiln,  but  an  artificial 
hen  —  the  object  being  to  keep  the  eggs  the 
same  temperature  as  the  hen's  body,  102°, 
although  some  reach  lO-l"  at  diflerent  periods. 

Now,  to  finish  the  ventilation  question. 
How  much  air  can  pass  under  a  hen  when 
she  is  snugly  ensconced  upon  her  eggs,  one 
feather  overlapping  another,  making  several 
thicknesses?  How  does  she  ventilate  and 
cool  the  eggs?  By  turning  or  getting  oft'  the 
nest  every  other  day  to  eat  and  drink. 

I  think  the  ventilator  should  go  with  Mr. 
G.'s  500-chick  brooder,  and  the  manufacturer 
who  makes  them  be  made  to  sufler  the  loss 
which  is  sure  to  follow  their  use! 

Now  for  the  high  heat.  A  hen  in  good 
health  and  full  of  vigor  will  show  104°. 
When  first  commencing  to  sit  they  are  always 
a  degree  or  two  higher  than  after  a  few  days 
of  undisturbed  sitting;  therefore  keep  your 
incubator  well  up  to  the  104:°  mark  for  three 
days,  and  it  will  give  the  young  embryo  a 
strong  start,  which  98°  would  not  and  could 
not  do. 

Eight  here  I  wish  to  say  I  once  set  an  incu- 
bator the  first  of  February,  which,  owing  to 
cold  quarters  and  insuflicient  heat  insisted  on 
staying  at  from  95°  to  100°  for  the  full  period. 

The  twentieth  day  came  around,  and  no 
chicks;  the  same  the  twenty-first,  and  on 
examination  we  found  most  of  them  alive. 
The  twenty-second  two  came  out;  from  that 
on  up  to  the  twenty-seventh,  with  assistance  a 
few  little  weaklings  came  out.  Fully  one-half 
of  them  died  in  the  shell  after  time  for  them 
to  hatch,  too  weak  and  immature  to  get  out. 
Cause,  insutficient  heat!  Chicks  to  be  strong 
and  healthy  should  hatch  the  twentieth  day, 
provided  the  eggs  are  fresh. 

Keep  your  heat  in  the  incubator  as  follows: 
First  three  days  103J°  or  104°,  gradually 
diminishing  until  the  seventh  to  102° — and 
maintain  this  temperature  throughout  the 
entire  hatch.  At  hatching  time  when  adding 
the  extra  moisture  it  is  w"ell  to  raise  the  heat 
a  degree.  As  the  chicks  hatch  out  the  eggs 
will  fall  below  102°. 


Mr.  G.  says  at  106°,  107°  and  108",  life 
becomes  extinct.  I  had  a  hatch  once  that 
reached  110°,  and  still  got  twenty-five  per 
cent.  Because  your  heat  reaches  110°  do  not 
believe  they  are  all  killed.  No;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  that  temperature  is  not  maintained 
any  length  of  time,  and  the  incubator  has  been 
properly  run,  it  will  do  but  little  damage. 
My  remedy  is  simple  and  eflective — throw  open 
wide  your  incubator  doors,  take  out  the  egg 
tray,  wet  a  cloth  in  warm  water  and  thor- 
oughly wet  all  the  eggs ;  put  the  tray  back, 
and  when  the  thermometer  says  they  have 
reached  95°,  close  the  doors  and  start  it  on  its 
proper  road  again.  A  friend  of  mine  hatched 
thirty-five  chicks  out  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eggs,  and  his  incubator  ran  up  to  118°. 

No,  Mr.  G.,  you  are  wrong;  98°  will  not 
hatch  chickens  successfully,  and  scarcely  at 
all;  but  I  credit  you  with  considerable  sound 
sense  on  the  brooder. 

A  great  many  makes  of  brooders  have  been 
slaughter  pens.  They  debilitate  and  weaken 
the  chicks — and  what  is  a  more  pitiful  sight 
than  to  go  into  a  brooder  house  where  they 
take  out  fifty  or  more  dead  chickens  of  all 
sizes  every  morning? 

But  there  is  another  cause  for  this  eftect,  too 
little  heat.  Brooders  properly  constructed 
need  no  regulators.  You  can  soou  tell  the 
proper  heat  by  your  hand  so  as  to  save  the  oil 
or  fuel;  if  it  happens  to  be  too  warm  for 
comfort  the  chickens  will  sit  around  the 
edges;  and  it  should  be  warm  enough  so  they 
will  keep  their  heads  out  from  under  the 
brooder  or  close  to  the  edge  of  it. 

Enclosed  or  out  door  brooders  should  have 
plenty  of  pure,  cool  air  all  around  them,  and 
never  be  closed  up  tight  so  they  could  nqt  get 
out  in  case  it  gets  too  warm  for  them. 

In  regard  to  the  number  to  put  into  a 
brooder,  one  hundred  is  enough  when  first 
hatched,  for  any  brooder— and  they  should  be 
gradually  reduced  to  fifty  as  they  grow  larger 
—always  selecting  the  most  thrifty  and  vigor- 
ous to  pen  by  themselves.  The  heat  of  a 
brooder  when  chicks  are  newly  hatched 
should  be  95°,  and  reduced  to  about  85°  by  the 
time  chicks  are  three  weeks  old ;  but  if  this  is 
not  sufiicient  heat  give  more  as  the  occasion 
requires.  Inspect  your  brooder  after  dark, 
and  you  can  tell  if  they  have  heat  enough. 

In  order  to  prove  your  theories.  Friend  G., 
set  two  incubators,  one  to  run  as  I  have  stated, 
and  the  other  as  per  your  letter.  People 
should  not  jump  at  conclusions,  but  if  they 
have  anything  new,  test  it  by  comparing  with 
the  old — and  then  you  get  at  the  facts. 

In  the  hands  of  amateurs  a  brooder,  pro- 
perly constructed,  can  not  get  too  hot  for  the 
chicks;  if  they  are  too  hot  they  will  get  away 
from  it,  or  otherwise  accommodate  themselves. 

A  few  of  the  general  principles  of  brooder 
construction  are  large  capacity,  hover  pro- 
tected from  all  outside  air,  space  around 
hover  to  be  so  ventilated  as  not  to  get  above 
75°;  hover  adjustable  in  height  so  that  the 
chicks  will  have  to  stoop  slightly  to  get  under 
it.  Place  a  double  thickness  of  cloth  around 
the  edge  of  hover  to  prevent  cold  draughts, 
which  would  make  the  chicks  crowd  each 
other  to  death;  and  be  sure  to  have  the  cloth 
slit  so  that  the  flaps  overlap  each  other. 

My  interest  in  the  artificial  rearing  of 
chickens  prompts  me  to  give  this  article  to  the 
public,  it  being  facts  from  my  own  experience 
in  the  business — and  I  sincerely  hope  it  may 
smooth  over  some  hard  spots  for  the  beginner. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  E.  E.  Page. 


Now  that  the  winter  months  are  near  at 
hand  we  must  begin  to  find  occupation  for 
the  hens,  ft  we.  wish  to  have  winter  eggs  and 
hardy  fowls.  If  you  are  not  fortunate  enough 
to  have  a  scratching  shed  be  sure  to  cover  the 
floor  of  the  hen  house  with  leaves  so  that  the 
fowls  must  exercise.  If  at  noon  several  hand- 
fuls  of  grain  be  scattered  among  these  leaves, 
the  fowls  will  be  busy  the  rest  of  the  day. 
They  will  naturally  scratch  during  the  morn- 
ing, unless  they  have  had  too  hearty  a  break- 
fast. The  morning  meal  should  be  substan- 
tial, but  the  quantity  given  should  not  be  so 
that  the  fowls  would  have  no  disposition  to 
look  for  more.  We  do  not  believe  in  under- 
feeding, and  neither  do  we  believe  in  overfeed- 
ing. There  is  more  danger,  however,  of  the 
latter  than  the  former.  Make  a  study  of  the 
habits  of  the  fowls,  and  the  chances  are  that 
they  will  be  more  profitable. —  Homestead. 


YELLOW  BAGS  FOR  ANIMAL  MEAL. 

To  protect  our  customers  against  unitatinus  wliicli 
have  become  so  nuujerous,  we  now  pack  our  cele- 
brated Animal  Meal  in  Yellow  Bags.  Take  no 
troods  in  Inilk  .>r  in  lia;;,^  that  al  e  net  velliiw,  except  at 
your  risk.    We  sc^ll  in  l)af.'s  fn.ni  In  ll'is.  up. 

THE  BOWKEK  COMPANY, 

43  Chatham  St.,  Boston,  Magg, 

Whitney's 

SOPEB-CPIOLDTE 

OF  LIME. 

The  great  disinfectant  powder;  17  \ears  established. 
Boards  of  Healtli  approve  and  use  if.  It  Kills  Geims, 
Dispels  Foul  Odors,  and  Remedies  Sanitary  Defects; 
of  especial  value  for  use  in  Stables,  Dog  Kennels  and 
Poultry  Houses.  No  Vermin  will  live  where  used. 
Copy  of  a  I,etter  Recently  Received. 
E.  Whitney  &  Co.,  Natick,  Mass.— Gentlemen:— Will 
you  kindly  advise  me  on  what  terms  vou  will  disinfect 
our  next  show.  Your  work  last  year  was  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  we  were  verv  much  pleased  with  it. 

Signed,       Aiithur  K.  Sharp. 

Supt.  Boston  I'(»idt!-v  Asso. 
Our  terms  have  been  accepted,  and  we  shall  (Uninfect 
the  next  Boston  show  of  .lanuai-v  2(ith  to  ::Citli.  1897, 
where  our  preparations  will  he  found  on  sale.  Send 
for  circulars.  E.  WHITNEY  &  lO., 

 Natick,  Masg. 

DO  NOT  FREEZE. 
Hens  do  not  break  them.  Your  cus- 
itomers  get  fresh  hen  eggs  when 
you  use  our  porcelain  lor  nest 
eggs.  Exact  size  of  hen  eggs.  3  for 
15c.;  12  for  60c.,  by  mail. 
H.  A.  KUHNS,  Box  4()0,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

BREEDERS  FOR  '97. 

BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS 

and  WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

We  have  a  choice  lot  of  cockerels  we  must  sell  at  once, 
and  will  make  prices  right.  Can  also  sparea  few  more 
B.  P.  K.  pullets.  B.  P.  Rock  Incubator  eg-s,  S(i  per 
100.  Circular  free  if  you  mention  Fai'm-Poullr^-. 

F.  A.  P.  COr.UKN, 
 7.59  Stevens  St..  LoiTell,  Masg. 

HEATING'S 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS 

Are  in  the  race,  winning4  premiums  out  of  fiveentries 
at  Westerly,  R.  I.,  Dec.  9th  to  12th.  IS96.  Now  is  the 
time  to  purchase  smne  of  them  cheap,  as  I  am  crowded 
for  room.   Write  for  prices.   Sat.  guaranteed. 
 J.  P.  KEATING,  Westboro,  Magg. 

iPOULTRY 

Supplies 


OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Bone  Cutters,  Iiiculiators, 
Crushed  Oyster  Shells  and  other  Grits, 
Ground  Meat  Meals,  Beef  Sci-aps.  Bone, 
Drinking  Fountains,  Feeding  Pans, 
Poultry  Netting,  Condition  Powder,  etc. 

Cut  Clover  Hay 

Ready  for  use. 

At  $2  per  lOO  pound  Sack. 

Large  illustrated  Catalo^jue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 

;19  EUicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


FOR  SALE  NOW. 

Silver,  Golden  and  White  Wyandottes,  Barred  and  W. 
P.  Rocks,  Single  and  Rose  Comb  Brown  and  Buff  Leg- 
Iiorns,  pnllets,  cockerels,  and  yearling  liens.  Write 
lis;  we  can  please  vou.  Address. 

OAKLAND  FARM,  Kelsey,  Ohio. 


W.  B,  ATHERTON. 


iSQ7 


The  Awards  at  St.  Louis  Show. 

Barred  P.  Rocks.— J.  S.  Gibert.  1  (90) 
coik;  2  hen;  1  (91)  and  2  (tie)  pullet.  J.  A. 
Fninciseo,  2  covk;  1  pen.  Old  Urchard  Toul- 
trv  Association,  3  ewk;  3  pen.  J.  F.  Hacker, 
1  'i'.H)  hen.  J.  D.  (.larkson.  3  hen;  1  (92) 
coi^'kerel.  Mi>s  J.  Ferry,  2  fo<'kerel.  R.  W. 
M.Ha;uire,  3coi-kertl:  2  (tie)  pullet:  2  pen. 

White  P.  Rocks. —  Roscoe  Morris,  1  (8.9) 
cock:  1  (92A)  hen.  Clarkson,  2  and  3co<k:  2 
hen:  1  (92.^ I  and  2  cockerel:  2  and  3  pullet:  1 
and  2  pen.  Old  Orchard. 3  hen.  T.  R.  Thomp- 
son, 3  cockerel.    C.  J.  Crabl.,  1  (9<)i)  pullet. 

Bi  FF  P.  Rocks.— f.  vr.  Beman.  1  (8S»4) 
hen:  1  (87)  cockerfl:  1  (9ilJ|  pullet.  River- 
side Poultry  Yards,  2  cockerel;  2  and  3  pullet. 

8II.VER  Wya.ndottes. — J.  G.  Kalbfleisch, 
1  (!tl)  cock;  3  hen.  '  Jollev  &  Kreela,  2  cock; 
1  (92)  hen :  2  pen.  Ilcnrv  Steinniesch,  3  cock ; 
1  (9-24)  and  3  cockerel :  l'  (J»2i),  2  and  3pullet; 
1  and  3  pen.    Jno.  <  )>tle.  2  co<'kerel. 

White  'Wyaxdottes.— Old  Orchard.  1 
(91i)  cock  ;  1  (!r2)  hen:  3  cockerel :  2  pullet. 
R.  N.  Stiilib,2  and  3  hen;  2  cockerel;  1  (9:iJ) 
and  3  pullet. 

Goi.KEN  Wt.vkdottes.— Beman,  1  (92) 
cock;  1  (iXI)  hen;  1  (93)  cockerel:  2  pullet. 
Hacker,  2  cwk:  3  (tie)  cockerel.  H.  F. 
Nathen,  2  cockerel ;  3  pullet. 

Buff  AVvaxdottes.— .Fohn  Ostle,  1  cock- 
erel.   Riverside  Poultry  Yards,  1  (88)  pullet. 

Light  Brahmas.— J.  H.  Shoemaker,  1 
iWi)  cock.  Beman.  2  cock;  2  hen.  Alex. 
Volkman  &  Bro..  3  cock  :  1  auil  2  pen.  E.  B. 
■^mith,  1  (9:ii)  and  3  hen ;  1  (91)  cockerel;  1 
1 9.5 1  and  2  pullet.  Geo.  H.  Gregg,  2  and  3 
cockerel;  3  pullet. 

BcFF  CocHDfS,  (American)— Yolkman  & 
Bro.,  1  (8Si)  cock.  Geo.  A.  Kappey,  1  (88i) 
pullet. 

BcFF  Cochtks,  (English).— L.  Cullman.  1 
(9())  cock;  1  (934)  hen;  1  (934)  and  2  pullet. 
■John  Craft,  2  hen.  Kappev,  3  hen;  1  pen. 
Gretfg,  1  (844)  cockerel;  3'  pullet.  '  B.  H. 
^chloemer,  2  cockerel. 

Black  Laxgsh.os.— .J.  VT.  Wale,  1  (934) 
hen;  2  cockerel,  1  pen.  Geo.  H.  Helms,  1 
(94)  cockerel;  3  pullet.  Yolkman  &  Bro.,  3 
cockerel.    Old  Orchard,  1  (94)  and  2  pullet. 

.S.  C.  AY.  Leghoisns.— O.  L.  Dosch,  1  (91) 
cock :  2  hen.  Geo.  I'tbotl',  2  cock ;  3  cockerel ; 
1  (934)  Pullel :  1  pen.  C.  J.  Crabb,  3  cock :  1 
(93)  and  3  hen:  2  pen.  Geo.  Ewald,  1  (93) 
cockerel;  2  pullet.  F.  Bezzenberger,  2  cock- 
erel ;  3  pullet. 

S.  C.  B.  Leghorxs.— S.  B.  Stannard,  1 
(924)  cock;  1  (944)  cockerel:  1  (94)  pullet:  1 
and  2  pen.  Ewald,  2  cock :  .3  pullet.  Uthofl'. 
3  cock;  3  hen.  Clarkson,  i  (924)  and  2  hen. 
Geo.  A.  Ahrens,  2  cockerel ;  2  pullet.  Geo.  H. 
Gregg,  3  cockerel. 

R.  C.  B.  Leghorns.- Beman,  1  (914)  and  2 
hen. 

BcFF  Leghorns.— Ewald,  1  (91)  cock. 
Beman,  2  and  3  cock  :  2  hen :  1  (914).  2  and  3 
cockerel:  2  and  3  pullet.  A.  G.  Feler,  1  (93) 
hen;  1  pen.    Utboff,  3  hen;  1  (94)  pullet. 

Black  Leghorns.— Uthoff,  1  (93),  2  and  3 
hen:  1  (924)  and  2  cockerel:  1  (934),  2  and  3 
pullet. 

Black  >Ii>-orcas.— Old  Orchard,  1  cock- 
erel ;  1  pullet. 

White  ilrsoRCAS.- Old  Orchard,  1  (934) 
and  2  hen ;  1  (91)  and  2  cockerel ;  1  (924)  and  2 
pullet. 

.\XDAl.rsiAXS.— H.  W.  Heazlitt,  1  (87) 
co<-k  :  1  (H.S4;  hen  ;  2  cockerel :  2  pullet.  Volk- 
man &  Bro.,  2  and  3  hen  :  3  cockei  el :  3  pullet. 
Ewald,  1  (92)  cockerel ;  1  (90)  pullet. 


W.  F.  B.  Si'.OlSH.— J.  n.  Ahrens,  1  (92) 
cock:l  (8!)4)  hen;  1  (924)  cockerel:!  (934) 
pullet:  1  and  2  pen.  Ewald,  2  cockerel;  2 
pullet. 

W.  C.  B.  Polish.- Uthotr,  1  (94)  cock;  1 
(9.">)  hen.  Geo.  Reitl',  2  cock ;  2  pullet.  R.  H. 
.Schloemer,  3  cock;  3  hen.  Ewald,  2  hen;  1 
(94)  pullet. 

Golden  Polish.— Ewald,  1  (924)  lien. 

White  Polish.— All  to  Ewald. 

B.  S.  Polish.— Ewald,  1  (92)  cock;  3  hen: 
1  (9;i4)  pullet.  Schloemer,  1  (9.'))  and  2  hen: 
1  (91)  co<kerel.  A.'  J.  Lager,  2  cockerel;  2 
and  3  pullet.    M.  R.  Cramer, 3  cockerel. 

B.  W.  Polish.— Reifl',  1  (924)  cock;  1  (934) 
and  3  hen.    P.  JIueller,  2  cock ;  2  hen. 

B.  L.  Polish.— Reiir,  1  (91)  cock:  1(94) 
and  3  hen.    Schloemer,  2  cock  ;  2  hen. 

G.  fi.  Hamburgs.— All  to  rthotl". 

S.  S.  HAMBfRGS.- Cramer,  1  (854)  cock. 
S.  B.  Stannard,!  (93),  2  and  3  hen  :  !  (914) 
and  2  cockerel;  1  (93)  and  3  pullet;  1  pen.  J. 
A.  Lander,  3  cockerel ;  2  pullet.  Lager,  2 
pen. 

G.  P.  Hamburgs. -All  to  Ewald. 

.S.  P.  Ha-MBURGS.— All  to  Ewald. 

Black  Hajiburgs.— All  to  Ewald. 

HouDAXS.— M.  S.  .Strauss  1  (914)  cock :  3 
(tie)  hen.  Lander,  2  cock :  2  hen.  Old 
Orchard,  1  (89)  and  3  (tie)  hen. 

G.  G.  Dorkings.  —  All  to  Old  Orchard 
Poultry  Association. 

B.  R.  Games.— Frank  Hughes,  1  (944)  and 
3  cock:  1  (9.5)  and  3  hen;  1  (934)  cockerel;  3 
pullet.  T. -J.  Price,  2  cock;  2  hen;  2  and  3 
cockerel;  1  and  2  pullet. 

S.  D.  Games.— Price,  1  (9.5)  and  2  cock:  1 
(944)  and  2  hen ;  1  (91)  cockerel;  2  pullet.  W. 
H.  Thompson  &  Son,  2  hen ;  2  and  3  cockerel ; 
1  (94)  and  3  pullet. 

Corxish  Is-diax  G.\>rES.— Albert  Krebs, 

1  (894)  cock.  Kalbfleisch,  1  (91)  and  2  hen. 
Yolkman  &  Bro.,  3  hen.  Dr.  R.  Schmidt,  1 
and  2  pen. 

White  IXDLAX  Games. —  Dr.  Schmidt,  1 
pen. 

Black  Sumatras. — All  to  Yolkman  &  Bro. 
Bronze  Turkeys.  —  All  to  Mrs.  B.  G. 
Mackey. 

White  Hollaxd  Turkeys.— All  to  Mrs. 
X.  C.  Bartholomew. 

Pekix  Ducks.— Mrs.  Bartholomew,  1  and 
3  drake;  1  and  3 duck.    Steinmesch,  2  drake; 

2  duck. 

Toulouse  Geese. — Mrs.  Bartholomew,  1 
gander;  1  goose.  J.  A.  Rippe,  2  gander;  2 
goose. 


Alcohol  For  Regulating  Incubators. 

Warmth  is  the  first  essential  to  successful 
incubation,  and  its  proper  application  and 
regulation  in  tbe  egg  chamlier  is  an  item  of 
the  utmost  importance.  No  incubator  will 
hatch  well  if  the  temperature  be  not  kept  at  a 
uniform  degree,  and  manufacturers,  as  well 
as  those  using  the  incubators,  have  found  this 
to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  incubators  that  are  sold  go  to 
farmers  and  persons  who  are  engaged  in  some 
business  that  will  not  permit  of  their  spending 
much  time  with  hatchers  and  brooders;  it 
therefore  devolves  upon  the  regulator  to  guard 
the  lives  of  several  hundred  chicks,  and  pro- 


tect them  from  extremes  of  heat  ana  cold.  It 
is,  therefore,  necessary  that  only  such  material 
be  used  iu  its  construction  as  will  be  afl'ccted 
by  tbe  slightest  variation  in  temperature,  and 
operate  with  the  greatest  degree  of  accuracy 
at  all  times. 

In  a  recent  Rural  New  Yorker,  there  was 
printed  an  article  headed,  "  A  Good  Incuba- 
tor. How  to  Choose  and  Buy  It.  What  Is 
It  For?  ■'  by  II.  E.  Moss,  referring  toiucubator 
regulators,  which  is  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  minds  of  those  using  incubators  against 
any  regulators  that  operate  by  the  expansion 
and  contraction  of  alcohol  or  mercury.  I 
have  been  interested  in  artificial  incubation 
for  fourteen  years,  and  personally  know  that 
Mr.  Moss  started  in  the  poultry  business  not 
over  eighteecn  mouths  ago.  I  think  that  when 
he  has  been  in  the  business  as  long  as  I,  he 
will  learn  n  little  bit  more  about  it.  There 
are  several  relialile  firms  of  high  standing,  that 
manufacture  good  machines,  that  are  giving 
excellent  satisfaction  throughout  the  entire 
country,  that  are  using  this  style  of  regulator. 
I  can  say,  from  personal  ol)servation,  that 
they  possess  features  of  merit  that  are  not 
contained  in  any  thermostatic  regulator  that 
has  come  under  my  notice. 

I  have  tried  every  device  of  regulation  on 
the  market  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is 
nothing  that  works  as  accurately  and  controls 
the  temperature  during  all  kinds  of  weather, 
as  the  one  where  mercury  and  alcohol  are 
used.  The  very  fact  that  mercury  and  alcohol 
are  more  susceptible  to  beat  and  cold  than 
metal  or  rubber,  is  sufficient  evidence  that,  if 
properly  applied,  the  temperature  in  the  egg 
chamlier  can  be  held  to  any  degree  with  greater 
precision  than  would  be  possible  with  either 
the  rubber  or  metal  bars.  One  great  advantage 
is  that  the  degree  of  heat  in  the  egg  chamber 
is  registered  in  the  capillary  tube  on  the  out- 
side of  the  machine  ;'this  is  important  especially 
at  the  latter  .stage  of  the  hatch,  when  the 
young  chickens  are  sprawling  about  over  the 
egg  chamber,  constantly  displacing  the  ther- 
mometer so  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  open 
the  door  of  the  hatcher  in  order  to  determine 
the  degree  of  temperature,  which,  at  this  crit- 
ical period,  is  liable  to  have  a  fatal  result. 
Another  feature  that  is  worthy  of  mention,  is 
the  fact  that  no  amount  of  crowding  of  the 
chicks  against  the  bull)  containing  the  alcohol 
and  quicksilver  will  aflect  it,  which  caunot  be 
said  of  a  regulator  that  depends  upon  the 
delicate  adjustment  of  a  thermostatic  bar,  to 
open  and  close  the  damper.— J.  W.  Mey'ers, 
Prest.  Beliable  Incubator  Co.,  Quincy,  III. 


Advertise  your  business. 

Advertise  it  well; 
Advertise  it  truthfully, 

A  lie  you  must  not  tell; 
Advertise  ju<iiciously. 

And  always  tliis  remember; 
Start  your  ad?,  iu  January, 

And  run  them  till  December. 

^Printers  Ink. 


Did  Mr.  FiUpbrown  Slip? 

Written  for  Fakm-Poultky. 

Understanding  as  I  do,  that  the  aim  of 
Farm-Poultry  is  almost  entirely  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  practical  side  of  the  poultry  king- 
dom, also  believing  that  its  management  fully 
believes  in  and  counts  as  a  necessity  the  fancy 
"  so  termed,"  or  thoroughbred  side  of  the 
same  kingdom,  I  had  no  idea,  in  my  article 
of  Sept.  15th,  to  open  up  or  enter  into  any 
argument  as  to  the  fitness  of  dividing  a  point 
in  scoring  into  six  parts.  My  whole  aim  was 
to  try  and  advance  some  idea  if  possible,  that 
could  be  adopted  all  over  this  country,  in  every 
show  room,  that  would  be  of  benefit  all  round 
and  do  some  good.  I  do  not  care  to  argue  the 
matter  at  all;  but  Mr.  Crocker  has  seen  fit 
to  think  "Fillebrown  slipped,"  and  if  you 
think  it  wise  should  like  to  inform  the  gentle- 
men that  I  fail  yet  to  find  the  slip,  as  he  most 
heartily  endorses  my  point  at  the  beginning  of 
his  article,  and  then  goes  to  the  very  extreme 
of  things. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  very  large  majority  of 
shows  only  give  three  prizes,  1st  and  2d  ;  3d  is 
usually  a  card  only.  Now,  then,  to  base  my 
point  upon,  I  have  before  me  the  score  of 
every  bird  iu  the  show  for  seven  consecutive 
years,  held  in  four  different  towns.  Now  in 
this  society  there  is  a  rule  that  in  all  ties,  must 
be  selected  the  vinner,  where  the  Standard  of 
Perfection  does  not  decide  it.  Note  the  result. 
Three  birds  score  alike ;  the  standard  on  chicks 
says  the  lighter,  on  fowl  tbe  heaviest  shall 
win  first.  So  the  judge  decides,  "  if  weight 
does  not  enter  into  it,"  which  is  2d  and  3d ; 
therefore  it  leaves,  as  these  records  show, 
from  one  to  over  forty  that  have  scored  within 
one  point  of  the  winner,  and  got  nothing  in 
every  class;  while  with  the  plan  presented, 
they  all  would  have  received  a  benefit  in  every 
paper  which  published  the  report;  the  pro- 
spective buyer  would  have  known  by  the 
merit  card  how  good  the  bird  was,  and  a 
value  would  have  been  made  not  otherwise 
obtained.  Now  I  admit  very  many  societies 
ignore  that  part  of  the  Standard,  on  breaking 
ties.  It  is  their  right,  and  they  present  good 
reasons  for  it,  no  doubt.  One  reason  is,  if  the 
judge  scores  two  or  more  birds  alike, one  is  as 
good  as  the  other,  and  should  receive  like 
reward.  Note  the  result,  in  one  way,  and  a 
most  common  one.  Mr.  A.  advertises  he  won 
1st  at  such  a  show  does  not  say,  "  tied  for 
1st."  Mr.  B.  in  another  paper  advertises  the 
same.  Now  both  papers  are  before  me,  and  I 
wonder  who  is  the  most  truthful.  Had  the 
society  followed  the  "Standard  of  Perfection" 
it  would  have  been  their  hold  in  having  the 
ties  broken,  and  the  prospective  buyer  would 
not  have  been  at  sea.  Now  then,  for  those 
societies  who  do  break  ties,  and  give  five 
prizes  in  each  class,  it  leaves  a  smaller 
number  to  be  benefited ;  still  the  number 
would  be  found  surprising  should  the  plan  be 
adopted  all  round,  and  be  a  universal  rule  in 
all  societies.  I  am  not  trying  to  cover  up  the 
poor  or  good  work  of  any  judge  by  the  plan. 
I  do  not  care,  so  far  as  the  plan  goes,  what  he 
does;  this  I  do  know.  A  judge  passes  upon 
a  show ;  the  society  and  exhibitor  accept  his 
awards.  It  goes  as  law — and  what  I  want 
now  is  to  benefit  any  bird  that  does  not  win  a 
prize,  that  scores  within  one  point  of  the 
winner.  1  freely  admit  this  would  not  do  as 
much  in  a  show  where  the  ties  are  not  broken, 
but  think  they  are  the  exception,  or  largely  in 
the  minority,  and  would  come  into  line  with 
some  universal  law  agreeing  to  such  plan. 
What  have  forty  or  fifty  men,  in  cold  blood 
dissecting  birds  at  their  own  fireside,  to  do 
with  the  plan?  What  does  a  difjerence  of  one, 
two  or  more  points  have  to  do  with  show  room 
awards?  We  take  them  as  they  are  made, 
and  simply  give  to  a  lot  of  birds  an  exhibition 
value  they  do  not  now  receive,  in  simply  the 
show  they  are  exhil)ited  in  at  the  time  and 
place,  and  the  reader  of  an  advertisement  in 
Mexico,  reads  of  the  winners,  also  of  the  merit 
cards,  and  he  knows  then  the  exhibitor  bad 
to  have  his  birds  up  to  within  one  point  of  the 
prized  birds  to  get  such  cards,  and  it  would 
not  require  any  hake  shop  to  prove  it. 

This  plan  could  not  work  with  that  degree 
of  understandins  in  a  comparison  show:" yet 
at  some  of  them  it  may  have  been  adopted  to 
the  extent  that  the  judge  thought  the  exhil>itor 
a  good  fellow  and  had  good  birds.  Some  get 
more,  some  less,  all  owins  to  how  goo<l  the 
fellow  is!  A.  .4..  Fillebrown. 

Aver.  Mass.  Dec.  14,  "90. 
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The  West  Chester  Show. 

A  Large  Display  of  Fine  Birds  —  Heavy  Win- 
nings of  Farm-Poultry  Advertisers. 

The  West  Chester,  I'a.,  show  people  cer- 
tainly know  how  to  gather  together  the  crack 
birds  of  the  siirrouudiug  country,  and  that  that 
section  of  Pennsylvania,  raises  stock  which  any 
fancier  might  well  be  proud  of,  the  exhiliition 
held  December  16th,  17th,  18th  and  19th  fully 
testified. 

Drevenstedt  and  Scudder  were  the  appointed 
judges,  but  as  31r.  Scudder,  owing  to  pressing 
business  matters,  could  not  attend,  Sharpe 
Butterfield  was  secured. 

John  L.  Cost,  HagerstovYU,  Md.,  opened  the 
war  by  winning  first  on  a  breeding  pen  of 
Light  Brahmas  that  were  indeed  grand  birds. 
They  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  excel- 
lent representatives  of  this  noble  breed  of 
fowls. 

J.  Elias  Kedca)',  Reading,  came  in  next  on 
cock  and  hen,  winning  first  on  both.  The  cock 
bird  especially  was  a  fine  one,  showing  a  splen- 
did wing  aud  hackle.  W.  R.  Hibbard,  Frazer, 
took  first  on  cockerel  aud  pullet,  showing  two 
very  promising  birds. 

The  Light  Brahmas  were  the  second  strong- 
est breed  in  competition. 

In  Dark  Brahmas,  L.  B.  Minich  &  Son, 
Carlisle,  took  first  on  cock  and  cockerel;  Frank 
H.  Kellar,  Elizabethtowu,  first  on  pullet;  and 

C.  C.  Townseud,  Cheyney,  first  on  hen.  This 
class,  we  thought,  did  not  show  up  so  well  as 
the  breed  deserves,  prol^ably  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  interests  in  that  section  have  been 
more  with  the  Light  Brahmas. 

The  Buif  Cochins  were  a  good  lot.  A.  P. 
Ingram,  Jr.,  West  Chester,  took  first  on  cock, 
cockerel,  pullet  and  pen.  Besides  he  won  the 
Howard  Taylor  special  of  five  dollars  on  hen ; 
Levi  Miller  special  of  five  dollars  on  pullet; 
Hearld  Caffa  special  of  five  dollars  on  pen; 
Coburn's  special  of  ten  dollars  on  best  display ; 
and  one  barrel  of  Orr's  clear  grit  on  best  pair 
in  the  Asiatic  class.  H.  C.  Temple,  Westches- 
ter, also  took  first  on  Buft"  Cochin  cock,  show- 
ing a  very  good  bird. 

In  Partridge  Cochins  the  pen  exhibited  by 
J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr,  Carlisle ;  the  hen  and  cock- 
erel by  C.  C.  Townsend ;  and  the  pullet  by  F. 

D.  Reid,  West  Chester,  led  in  the  race. 

In  Black  Cochins  the  first  prizes  were  cap- 
tured by  A.  G.  Oliver,  ISTewark,  Del.,  winning 
on  cockerel  and  pullet. 

In  White  Cochins  the  pen  exhibited  by  S.  L. 
Hibberd,Lima;  the  cock  by  J.  &  W.  F.[Spahr; 
and  the  hen  aud  cockerel  by  E.  J.  Chandler, 
Kennett  Square,  were  declared  the  best. 

The  Black  Langshans  were  a  good  lot,  C.  S. 
Paxson,  West  Chester,  winning  on  pen;  Geo. 
Corson,  Plymouth  Meeting,  on  cock,  hen  aud 
cockerel;  and  W.  W.  Kulp,  Pottstown,  on 
pullet. 

F.  G.  Bean,  Fairview  Village,  showed  a 
very  good  White  Langshan  cock,  winning  first 
on  it. 

The  old  time  American  Dominiques  were 
ably  represented,  the  first  winnings  going  to 
C.  C.  Townseud  on  cock,  hen  and  cockerel; 
and  to  E.  J.  Chandler  on  pullet  and  pen. 

The  Barred  Plymouth  Bock  class  was  the 
strongest  in  the  show,  having  eleven  pens, 
twenty-three  pair  of  young,  and  eleven  pair  of 
old  birds — or  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
birds  in  all.  Edward  S.  Hickman,  Cheyney, 
led  by  winning  first  on  cock,  cockerel  and 
pullet;  Oliver  took  first  on  hen;  and  M.  R. 
Shaner,  Pottstown,  first  on  pen. 

In  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  J.  R.  &  E.  H. 
Hedley ,  Paoli,  won  first  on  cock  and  cockerel ; 
and  Roskell  E.Woodward,  West  Chester,  first 
on  pen.  This  class  showed  some  creditable 
specimens. 

A.  P.  Ingram,  Jr.,  took  all  the  firsts  in  Buflf 
Plymouth  Ilocks,  besides  winning  the  F.  J. 
Crangle  (Fishers  Island  Farm)  special  of  five 
dollars  on  Buff  Rock  cock;  the  Hon.  P.  E. 
Jefferies  special  of  five  dollars  on  pen ;  and  the 
Bowker  Co.'s  special  of  bag  of  animal  meal  on 
cockerel. 

In  Silver  Wyandottes  there  were  but  three 
first  prizes,  two  going  to  J.  <&  W.  F.  Spahr  on 
cock  and  pullet;  and  one  to  W.  Howard  Ash- 
bridge,  Everhart,  on  hen. 

The  Golden  Wyandottes  had  a  fair  repre- 
sentation, Oliver  taking  three  firsts  on  hen, 
cockerel  and  pullet,  respectively;  and  C.  C. 
Townsend  captured  first  on  cock. 

The  Buff  Wyandottes  were  good  in  color 


and  general  markings.  '  The  cock,  cockerel 
and  pullet  shown  by  A.  P.  Groves,  Chestnut 
Hill,  winning  first;  W.  S.  Palmer,  German- 
town,  winning  like  laurels  on  hen  and  pen. 

The  White  Wyandottes  were  a  strong  class, 
and  there  were  some  grand  birds  among  them, 
many  showing  a  strictly  pure  white  color. 
C.  C.  Townsend  led  in  cook  and  cockerel; 
Joseph  Pyle,  Cossart,  in  pullet  and  pen ;  and 
G.  Bradley  Cook,  Sr.,  Lewisburg,  in  hen. 

The  Black  Java  breed  had  some  good 
specimens  on  hand — Oliver  winning  first  on 
cock  ;  and  Townsend  first  on  hen  and  cockerel. 

In  White  Javas,  Oliver  took  first  on  cock 
and  hen. 

There  was  a  splendid  showing  of  White 
Faced  Black  Spanish — Oliver  winning  three 
firsts  on  cock,  cockerel  and  pullet,  respectively ; 
and  Hickman  leading  on  hen  and  pen. 

Oliver  had  the  only  exhibit  of  Andalusians, 
winning  first  on  cock  and  pullet. 

There  were  some  fair  specimens  in  Single 
Comb  Brown  Leghorns,  of  which  John  T. 
Whipp,  Colwyn,  showed  the  finest  cock;  E. 
N.  Morris,  Fawn  Grove,  the  best  hen  and 
pullet;  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr,  the  best  cockerel; 
and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Cochran,  Westtown,  the  best 
pen. 

In  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns,  Wm.  B. 
Rea,  Barker,  took  the  first  prize  on  cock,  hen 
and  pullet;  J.  W.  Brickhart,  Lititz,  first  on 
cockerel;  and  H.  J.  Clouser,  West  Chester, 
first  on  pen. 

Oliver  had  the  only  exhibit  in  Dominique 
Leghorns,  winning  first  on  cockerel. 

Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  were  a  small 
class — W.  G.  Fronheiser,  Pottstown,  leading 
in  cockerel  and  pullet;  and  Wm.  A.  Pierce, 
West  Chester,  in  pen. 

The  only  exhibitor  in  Rose  Comb  White 
Leghorns  was  Oliver,  he  taking  first  on 
cockerel-  and  hen. 

The  Bufl"  Leghorns  were  well  and  ably 
represented.  There  were  some  very  good  buff 
colored  specimens  in  the  lot.  F.  G.  Bean 
had  the  best  cock  bird ;  while  M.  E.  Lindenuth, 
Elizabethtown,  led  in  cockerel,  pullet  and 
pen. 

The  Black  Minorcas  were  good,  Joseph 
Middleton,  Norristown,  winning  on  cock, 
hen,  pullet  aud  pen;  and  Geo.  D.  Naylor, 
West  Chester,  showing  the  best  cockerel. 

There  was  a  larger  showing  of  White 
Minorcas  than  is  usual  at  local  shows.  Oliver 
took  first  on  hen;  while  W.K.  Birely  &  Co., 
Frederick,  Md.,  led  on  cockerel  aud  pullet. 

Oliver  took  all  the  firsts  in  White  Crested 
Black  Polish. 

In  White  Crested  White '  Polish  there  was 
but  one  first,  and  that  went  to  J.  &  W.  F. 
Spahr,  on  cockerel. 

In  Golden  Polish  (plain)  Oliver  took  first 
on  cock  and  hen ;  and  Brickhart  first  ou  cock- 
erel, puUet  and  pen. 

In  Silver  Polish  (plain)  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr 
took  all  the  laurels. 

In  Buff  Laced  Polish,  Oliver  took  first  on 
cock,  hen,  cockerel  and  pullet,  tieiug  with 
Brickhart  on  cockerel. 

In  Golden  Polish  (bearded)  Oliver  led  in 
cock  and  hen ;  and  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr  in  cock- 
erel, pullet  and  pen. 

In  Silver  Polish  (bearded)  Oliver  showed 
the  best  cock,  hen  aud  cockerel;  Brickhart 
the  best  pullet;  and  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr  the 
best  pen. 

In  White  Polish  (bearded)  the  first  honors 
went  to  Oliver. 

In  Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Nelson  S. 
Haskell,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  took  the  cream  of 
prizes  in  cock,  hen  and  pullet;  and  J.  &  W.  F. 
Spahr  won  similar  recognition  with  a  cockerel. 

In  Golden  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Oliver  took 
all. 

In  Golden  Penciled  Hamburgs,  W.  K.  Birely 
&  Co.  won  on  cock  and  hen ;  and  Oliver  on 
cockerel  and  pullet. 

In  Silver  Penciled  Hamburgs  (plain)  Oliver 
took  all  the  firsts.  Oliver  also  captured  all  in 
Silver  Campines. 

Oliver  showed  the  best  White  Hamburg 
cock  and  hen ;  and  W.  K.  Birely  &  Co.  the 
best  cockerel  and  pullet. 

In  Black  Hamburgs,  Oliver  captured  all  but 
the  pen,  which  went  to  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr. 

L.  B.  Minich  &  Son,  Carlisle,  took  first  on 
Red  Cap  cock;  and  Oliver  the  first  on  hen, 
cockerel  and  pullet. 

Oliver  took  all  there  was  in  La  Fleche ;  and 
J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr  did  the  same  thing  in  Hou- 
dans. 


In  Silver  Gray  and  Colored  Dorkings,  Oliver 
took  all. 

The  Cornish  Indian  Game  cock  exhibited 
by  W.  W.  Woodward,  West  Chester,  was  a 
grand  one,  and  merited  first.  The  hen  exhib- 
ited by  Oliver;  and  the  cockerel,  pullet  aud 
pen  shown  by  W.  R.  Hibberd,  Frazer,  were 
also  excellent  specimens. 

In  White  Indian  Games,  Woodward  led  on 
cock,  hen  and  cockerel;  and  Oliver  on  pullet. 

In  Black  Breasted  Red  Games,  J.  &  W.  F. 
Spahr  led  on  cock;  Oliver  on  hen,  cockerel 
and  pullet ;  and  Frank  S.  Pierce,  West  Chester, 
on  pen. 

In  Brown  Red,  Silver  Duckwing,  Golden 
Duckwing,  Red  Pile,  and  Birchen  Games, 
Oliver  took  all  the  firsts. 

In  Black  Sumatras,  J.  &  W.  F.  Spahr  had 
the  best  cock  and  hen;  and  Oliver  the  best 
cockerel  aud  pullet. 

There  was  also  a  fine  display  of  Bronze  tur- 
keys by  Oliver,  and  Maris  T.  Miller,  Long- 
wood;  White  turkeys,  by  Andrew  J.  Taylor, 
Parkerville;  Buft",  Slate  and  Black  turkeys  by 
Oliver;  Pekin  ducks  by  Oliver  and  Hibberd; 
White  Crested  ducks  by  Chandler;  Rouen 
ducks  by  Oliver  and  Chandler;  Aylesbury 
.and  Cayuga  ducks  by  Oliver;  White  Muscovy 
ducks  by  Oliver  and  Chandler;  Colored  Mus- 
covy ducks  by  Chandler;  Black  East  India 
ducks  by  Oliver;  White  Guineas  by  Oliver 
and  Chandler;  Pearl  Guineas,  Gray  Call 
ducks.  White  Call  ducks.  Pea  fowls,  Toulouse 
geese,  and  Embden  geese,  by  Oliver — to  say 
nothing  about  ornamental  fowls,  bantams  and 
pigeons,  and  a  large  variety  of  pit  Games. 

Henry  A.  Dreer,  714  Chestnut  street,  Phila- 
delphia, made  a  fine  display  of  poultry  sup- 
plies, and  Prairie  State  incubators  in  opera- 
tion. 

West  Chester  certainly  does  get  up  a  great 
show.  M.  K.  B. 


White  Rocks  vs.  White  Rocks. 

Written  for  Fakm-Poultry. 

I  was  heartily  glad  to  read  W.  W.  Kulp's 
vindication  of  White  Plymouth  Rocks  on  page 
327  of  Sept.  loth  Farm-Poultry. 

When  it  was  reported  that  Gov.  Morton  had 
decided  to  give  up  White  Rocks  because  they 
lacked  stamina,  and  would  use  birds  of  no 
special  lineage  as  breeding  stock  next  year, 
hoping  that  they  would  seem  more  vigorous, 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised. 

I  am  not  an  extensive  breeder  of  poultry, 
and  my  specialty  is  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns;  but  I 
hatch  fifty  or  more  White  Rocks  each  year  for 
incubators  and  brooders,  and  find  that"  simon 
pure"  thoroughbreds  are  just  as  valuable  in 
that  capacity  as  birds  which  could  not  win 
first  money  in  an  exhibition  pen,  so  I  aim  to 
have  the  best.  Their  blue  blood  does  not 
make  them  less  vigorous  for  me.  One  hen 
hatched  fifteen  chicks  from  fifteen  eggs,  and 
every  one  was  living  when  they  mixed  with  the 
flock,  and  I  did  not  know  them  from  their 
relations.  They  are  no  more  diflicult  to  raise 
than  Leghorns,  and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal. 

I  have  never  seen  chicks  grow  better  than 
my  White  Rocks  have  this  year.  They  were 
hatched  about  the  20th  of  May.  The  weather 
was  of  the  finest,  and  "  they  grew,  and  they 
grew,  and  they  grew."  A  flock  of  Barred 
Rocks  was  compared  with  White  Rocks  only 
three  days  older  and  the  white  birds  weighed 
twelve  ounces  more  than  the  Barred. 

Last  year  I  made  the  mistake  of  penning 
my  surplus  Rock  cockerels  too  early,  and  they 
were  not  a  great  success ;  this  year  they  had 
free  range  until  ready  for  fattening,  and  they 
were  fine.  Their  strong  yellow  legs  and  big 
softly  cushioned  feet  have  taken  them  on 
wonderful  journeys  every  day,  and  their 
bodies  are  large  and  shapely  and  well  feathered ; 
they  are  healthy  and  happy;  and  the  pullets 
laying  aliout  Dec.  1st.  They  have  had  no 
extra  care  or  forcing;  but  their  strong  vigor- 
ous constitutions,  and  the  great  amount  of 
exercise  which  they  have  taken  make  them 
just  what  one  wishes  such  birds  to  be  in  early 
November.  I  could  almost  wish  that  governor 
Morton  had  those  pullets,  only — I  want  them 
myself. 

I  sold  a  pen  of  the  same  sort  of  birds  to  a 
man  last  year  who  claims  that  they  lay  as  well 
as  the  Leghorns.  He  describes  the  cock  of 
that  pen  as  being  "  as  broad  as  a  wagon,"  and 
fully  ten  pounds  in  weight. 

It  would  be  hard  to  convince  people  in  this 
section  that  it  would  be  wise  to  dispose  of  good 
(not  fancy)  White  Plymouth  Rocks  and  fill" 
their  places  with  birds  bought  from  all  sorts 
of  breeds,  even  though  they  might  look  well 
and  be  moderately  uniform  in  color. 

Malcom,  N,  Y.  S.  A.  Little. 


Boston  Premium  List. 

The  Boston  show  premium  list  is  out,  aud 
the  list  of  premiums  foots  up  the  astonishing 
total  of  $6,356.  Of  this  over  $1,600  is  in  cash 
specials— $1,250  on  poultry,  $228  on  pigeons, 
$53  on  cats,  and  $80  on  dressed  poultry  and 
eggs ;  in  addition  to  which  there  are  fourteen 
silver  cups. 

This  truly  magnificent  showing  speaks 
volumes  for  the  zeal  aud  interest  of  both  the 
managers  and  the  fancy  poultry  breeders,  and* 
promises  a  great  triumph  at  Mechanics  Hall, 
Boston,  the  last  week  in  January. 

Anyone  interested  who  has  not  received  a 
copy  of  the  premium  list,  should  write  at  once 
to  Arthur  R.  Sharp,  Taunton,  Mass.,  for  a 
copy. 


Rochester,  N.  Y.,  is  the  Place. 

At  the  Rochester  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet 
Stock  Association's  fourth  annual  exhibit,  to 
be  held  Jan.  11th  to  16th,  1897,  the  Buff  Ply- 
mouth Rock  breeders  will  meet  and  organize 
a  club.  The  arrangements  so  far  are :  The 
breeders  to  meet  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  12th, 
and  appoint  a  committee  to  draft  constitution, 
rules,  etc.,  and  report  the  Thursday  evening 
following,  at  which  time  the  regular  organiza- 
tion will  be  formed. 

There  are  nearly  forty  breeders  who  sup- 
port this  club  to  begin  with;  still,  there  are 
many  to  hear  from.  With  such  a  start,  it 
surely  looks  bright  for  the  club. 

Our  premium  list  is  out.  Entries  close  Jan. 
6th.  Send  for  one  at  once.  There  are  over 
six  hundred  and  thirty  special  premiums  to 
compete  for.  Our  cash  prizes  are  the  highest 
paid,  considering  the  entry  fee. 

A  special  feature,  and  one  that  should  prove 
popular,  is  the  sales  class.  This  city  is  second 
to  none  in  regard  to  sales  made  at  the  show. 
This  is  a  new  class,  based  upon  liberal  busi- 
ness methods,  and  a  great  benefit  to  all 
exhibitors  who  have  surplus  stock  to  sell. 

This  exhibit  bids  fair  to  eclipse  our  great 
shows  of  the  past.  Last  year  we  were  second 
in  number  of  entries;  this  year  we  are  bound 
to  be  on  top.  Look  out,  Boston  1  We  have 
never  advertised  anything  we  did  not  have. 
Some  may  doubt  the  correctness  of  our  last 
year's  entries  (3,122).  To  those  we  say,  write 
us,  and  we  will  gladly  give  full  information 
and  also  explain  our  position  fully. 

All  exhibitors  attending  this  exhibit  are 
cordially  invited  to  our  first  annual  banquet, 
Thursday  evening,  Jan.  14th.  We  ask  all  to 
arrange  so  they  can  be  with  us  on  that  date, 
as  we  are  prepared  to  give  you  a  time  not  to 
be  forgotten. 

Thanking  our  friends  for  their  kind  favors 
of  the  past,  and  trusting  to  meet  them  and 
many  others  at  the  great  Rochester  show,  I  am 
Fraternally  yours, 

H.  P.  Schwab,  Sec'y. 


It  Is  Helpful. 

One  of  the  most  helpful  poultry  papers  is 
Faiim-Poultky,  published  by  I.  S.  Johnson  & 
Co.,  22  Custom  House  street,  Boston,  Mass. 
For  farmers  and  their  families  this  paper  is 
invaluable.  It  is  issued  twice  a  month,  has 
sixteen  pages  and  many  illustrations.  This 
paper  clubs  with  the  TF«tc/i«in?i,  and  sub- 
scribers can  save  something  by  ordering  with 
the  latter.  There  are  a  great  many  points  in 
poultry  keeping  which  every  one  needs  to 
know  in  order  to  have  success,  and  it  is  far 
better  to  learn  these  from  a  paper  than  by 
costly  experience.  Those  who  have  kept  fowls 
in  the  old  way  and  wish  to  change  have  a  great 
deal  to  learn,  and  some  things  to  unlearn. 
Reading  a  good  poultry  paper  gives  those  who 
live  back  here  amongthe  hillsgreat  advantages. 
We  have  plenty  of  room,  do  not  need  to  crowd, 
and  on  most  farms  there  is  plenty  of  skim 
milk,  which  is  one  of  the  best  foods  for  hens 
and  chickens.  By  keeping  poultry  on  dairy 
farms  and  feeding  the  waste  products  of  the 
dairy  to  the  fowls  much  more  can  be  made 
than  by  feediug  those  products  to  hogs. 

In  most  branches  of  farming  it  is  best  to  do 
a  little  or  a  good  deal  difl'ereut  from  others. 
Most  people  market  their  poultry  at  Thanks- 
giving time ;  but  it  is  nice  to  sell  broilers  when 
there  is  a  local  demand,  to  supply  a  summer 
hotel  or  city  boarders  or  campers  out.  Or 
sometimes  one  can  arrange  to  supply  a  family 
or  families  weekly  with  fowls  and  eggs.  The 
best  advice  to  give  in  this  line  is  to  cultivate 
the  home  market.—  Vermont  Watchman.  , 
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The  New  London  Show. 

Tbe  exbibitiou  of  the  Eastern  Connecticut 
Poultry  and  Pet  Stock  Association,  heKI  in 
Xew  London,  Dec.  15th  to  IMh,  was  a  great 
success,  considerin;:  that  it  was  tbe  tir>t  etTort 
of  a  new  society,  in  a  place  where  no  poultry 
show  had  t«een  held  for  eighteen  years.  The 
number  of  birds  received,  {\>W)  far  exceeded 
the  expectation  of  the  management,  and  neces- 
sitated the  crowding  of  the  exhibits.  By  put- 
ting more  coops  in  the  gallery  and  on  tbe 
stage,  and  tiering  up  a  few  rows,  such  very 
narrow  aisles  as  were  here,  some  of  which 
barely  permitted  people  to  pass  each  other, 
might  have  l«een  avoided.  Another  disad- 
vantage was  the  dim  light  of  the  hall  during 
the  day.  However,  the  management  have 
selected  for  future  exhibitions  a  much  larger 
aud  better  lighted  hall,  where  there  will  be 
ample  room  for  the  display  of  exhibits,  no 
matter  how  lan:e  the  entry. 

The  >torm  of  Tuesday  and  AVednesday  pre- 
vented a  full  attendance,  but  during  the  last 
two  days  the  hall  was  thronged  by  ladies  as 
well  as  gentlemen.  The  Xew  London  Tele- 
graph, especially,  gave  full  reports  of  the 
show,  and  did  good  service  in  local  inter- 
est. The  birds  exhibited  as  a  whole  were  of 
high  quality,  quite  a  numlter  being  last  year's 
winners  at  3Iadison  S<iuare  Garden.  Black 
Langshans  led  all  other  varieties  in  number, 
there  being  forty-one  specimens  on  exhibition. 

The  Wyandotte  classes  were  especially 
noticeable.  There  were  thirty-four  Golden, 
thirty-three  Silvers,  fifteen  Whites,  ten  Buffs, 
and  four  Columbian  Wyandotte?.  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks  were  a  large  class,  also  the 
White  Plymouth  Kocks  and  Bull"  Plymouth 
Bocks,  were  of  high  quality.  Of  Light  Brah- 
mas  there  were  twenty-six  fine  specimens. 
The  Rose  Combed  White  Leghorns  were  line 
birds.  Ou  the  stage  was  a  good  collection  of 
Bantams,  coops  of  pigeons,  an  exhibit  of 
stuffed  birds  and  a  few  rabbits.  31r.  R.  P. 
Keasby  exhibited  fifty  coops  of  poultry, 
including  ducks  and  geese.  Fishers  Islaud 
Farm  exhibited  four  White  Holland  and  four 
Bronze  turkeys,  as  well  as  Barred,  Buff,  and 
White  Plymouth  Rocks,  White  and  Cornish 
Indian  Games,  Wild  geese,  Pekin  and  Cayuga 
ducks  and  Wild  and  wild  cross  ducks,  seventy- 
three  birds  in  all. 

Six  fine  capons,  among  which  were  appar- 
ently a  Buff  Cochin,  Partridge  Cochin,  Light 
Brahma,  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  were 
exhibited.  The  latter  were  the  plumpest  and 
evidently  the  hea\iest. 

The  egg  exhibit  consisted  of  three  lots  of 
Black  Lan^jshan  eggs,  twodozen  iu  nice  paste- 
board cra:es,  not  very  large,  but  dark  brow  n 
In  color.  A  few  from  the  same  breed  were  as 
white  as  eggs  feom  Minorca  or  Leghorus. 
They  were  exhibited  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates. 

The  A.  F.  Williams  Incubator  Company, 
Bristol,  Conn.,  the  F.  W.  Mann  Company, 
Milford,  Mass.,  (Ixine  cutters)  aud  the  H-0 
Company  (poultry  foods)  made  interesting 
display?. 

TTiis  society  has  sixty  members,  and  have  a 
club  room  located  in  the  center  of  the  place. 
Which  is  open  every  evening  for  social  pur- 
poses. 

A  pleasant  incident  of  the  show,  and  one 
appreciated  by  exhibitors,  w  as  tbe  invitation 
to  attend  the  oppoing  of  the  new  poultry  plant, 
at  Fishers  Island  Farm.   At  11  o'clock  Thurs- 


day steamer  "  Muunatauket."  sent  over  from 
tbe  island,  nine  miles  away,  took  aboard 
about  thirty-five  fanciers  aud  newspaper  men. 
After  a  quick  trip  her  jolly  passengers  landed 
and  embarked  in  barges  pro\  ided  by  the  Fer- 
gusons, which  conveyed  them  to  tfce  new  poul- 
try plaut,  where  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  .J. 
F.  Crangle,  the  poultry  manager,  they 
inspected  a  new  brooiler  house,  300  x  20  feet, 
the  main  poultry  house,  20  x  ItM  feet;  a  boiler 
and  feed  bouse,  in  which  was  an  engine,  steam 
cooking  kettles,  bone  mills,  grist  mill,  clover 
cutter,  etc.  Visits  were  also  made  to  the 
pheasant  yards  aud  the  wild  duck  (juarters, 
and  a  flock  of  about  two  hundred  turkeys 
were  inspected  as  tbey  were  fed.  After  a  tour 
of  the  premises  the  party  was  invited  into  the 
tastefully  decorated  incubator  house,  with  its 
admirable  appointments,  where,  seated  at 
tables  and  surrounded  by  large  incubators 
ranged  against  the  walls,  they  were  served 
choice  refreshments,  provided  by  the  Messrs. 
Ferguson.  After  these  exercises  president 
Fengar  of  the  poultry  association  presided, 
and  introduced  Samuel  Cusbman,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.;  C.  A.  Ballon  of  AVorcester; 
W.  B.  Atherton,  of  Boston ;  S.  E.  Gesner,  of 
Derby;  Ronald  Mussell  of  New  London;  and 
others,  who  made  appropriate  remarks.  On 
the  return  trip  on  the  steamer,  the  exchange 
of  good  fellowship  was  interspersed  by  fine 
solos  by  Arthur  II.  Porter,  of  Bristol,  who 
was  supporletl  in  the  chorus  by  the  entire 
party.  Thus  was  inaugurated  the  active 
operation  of  the  new  poultry  plant  of  a  farm 
which  has  previously  raised  five  hundred 
turkeys  for  .several  seasons,  and  has  won  a 
great  record  in  the  show  room  with  its  pure 
bred  poultry,  as  well  as  for  turkeys  and  wild 
fowl.  .Sa-mcel  Ct  smiAX. 

The  awards  are  as  follows : — 

BARiiED  P.  Rocks.— Albert  Storer,  Xew 
Haven,  1  (92)  cock;  2  hen;  1  (92i)  and  3  cock- 
erel;  2  pullet;  2  pen.  E.  il.  &W.  Ferguson, 
Fishers  Island,  X.  Y.,  2  and  3  cock;  1  and  3 
hen;  2  and  3  cock'l;  1  (92i)  and  3  pullet;  1 
pen.    J.  W.  McDonald,  3  pen. 

White  PL-i^iouxii  Rocks.— E.  M.  &  W. 
Ferguson,  1  ('JS^)  cock;  2  hen;  2  and  3  cock'l; 
1  (95)  and  2  pullet;  1  special.  F.  E.  Fowler, 
Meriden,  2  cock;  3  hen.  A.  A.  Bailev, 
Middletown,  3  cock;  1  (94)  hen;  1  (93^J 
cock'l;  3  pullet.  Arthur  L.  Kingsbury,  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  1  pen. 

Buff  P.  Rocks.— S.  E.  Gesner,  1  cock ;  1 
and  2  hen;  2  cock'l;  2  pullet;  3  pen.  E.  W. 
Brown,  1  cock'l;  3  pullet;  2i)en.  Fergusons, 
3  cock'l;!  pen.  Capons  exhiVjited  by  J.  C. 
Sbepard  and  W.  B.  Manwarring  of  New 
London. 

SiLV-ER  Wy.odottes.- A.  C.  Allen, 
Providence,  li.  1.,  1  (93)  cock;  1  (93)  hen;  3 
cock'l ;  3  pullet.  P.  E.  Morgan,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  2  cock;  1  (92i)  pullet.  Fred  E.  Fer.ger, 
New  London,  2  and  3  pen.  Henry  L.  Sykee, 
New  London,  3  hen.  AUiert  Leeds,  New 
London,  3  cock ;  2  ben ;  1  and  3  cock'l;  2  and 
3  pullet;  1  pen;  2  specials.  M'yandotte  Poul- 
try Yards,  West  Haven,  2  cock'l. 

GOLDEX  WvA>DOTTEs.— C.  A.  Thompson, 
3Ielrose,  1  (93^)  cock;  2  cock'l.  C.  L.  .Jordan, 
New  London,  2  cock;  3  hen;  3  cock'l ;  2  pen. 
Chas.  W.  Tarbox,  New  London,  3  cock ;  1 
(92)  hen;  3  pullet.  J.  R.  Nichols,  Rochdale, 
Mass.,  2  hen;  1  (93)  cock'l;  1  (934)  and  2 
pullet;  1  pen.   Kingsbury,  3  pen. 

White  Wva>*dottes.— C.  AY.  Wilcox, 
Kingston,  R.  I.,  1  (95)  cock  ;  2  (92i)  hen.  F. 
E.  Fowler,  Jleriden,  2  cock;  1  (95)  hen;  1 
(95i)  pullet.  J.  A.  Gallup,  2  cock'l.  Denni- 
son  &  Fowler,  Groton,  3  cock'l ;  2  pullet.  .J. 
N.  Newbury,  New  London,  1  pen. 

Blit  Wyaxdottks.— S.E.  Gesner,  Derby, 
1  (934)  cock;  2  hen;  1  (914)  cock'l;  1  (9o) 
and  2  pullet;  1  pen. 


Black  AVyanrottes.— Gesner,  1  (94j) 

cock ;  1  (94)  hen ;  1  (90)  cock'l :  1  (944)  i"">  2 
pullet;  1  pen.  E.  B.  Potter,  New  London,  1 
(934)  hen ;  2  cock'l. 

Lt.  Bhahmas.  —  Eugene  Randall,  Belcher- 
town,  Mass.,  1  (924)  >^'ock;  1  (934)  and  2 
hen;  1  (924)  aud  2  cock'l;  1  (95),  2  and  3 
pullet.  Arnold  Hillborn,  Providence,  R.I.,2 
cock;  3  hen.  C.  H.  Grinnell,  Clinton,  3  cock; 
3hen:3(tie)  cock'l.  A.  A.  Bailey,  Middle- 
town,  3  (tie)  cock'l. 

Dark  Bkaii.mas.— C.  A.  Hunt,  Old  Mvstic, 
2  cock'l;  1  (914)  pullet. 

Bcff  Cochixs.— A\'.  E.  Clark,  New  Lon- 
don, 1  (93)  hen;  2  and  3  cock'l;  1  (924)  and 
2  pullet;  1  pen.  C.  B.  Smith,  Xew  Loudon, 
2 hen;  1  (93)  cock'l;  3  pullet;  3  pen.  Geo.  B. 
Stanton,  Norwich,  2  pen. 

Partridge  Cochixs. — E.  W.  Brown,  1 
cock;  I  hen;  3 cock'l;  3  pullet;  1  pen.  T.  T. 
Wetniore,  Xew  London,  2  cock;  2  hen ;  1 
(944)  cock'l;  1  (914)  and  2  pullet;  2  pen.  M. 
J.  Chandler,  Xew  London,  2  cock'l.  A.  D. 
Norcross,  Monson,  Mass.,  3  cock'l;  3  hen. 

White  Cochin-s.— Xorcross,  1  (91)  cock; 

1  (944)  ben.    John  Rose,  2  pullet;  3  cock'l. 
Black  Cochixs.— Xorcross,  1  (924)  hen;  1 

(90)  cock'l. 

Bi.ACK  Langshans.  —  W.  B.  Manwaring, 
Xew  J^ondon,  1  (934)  cock.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates, 
Mystic,  2  cock;  1  hen;  2  pullet.  E.  Davey, 
2 cock'l.  J.  A.  Kopp,  Xew  London,  3  cock'l. 
Rowland  P.  Keasbv,  3  cock;  1  (92)  and  2 
cock'l;  1  (944)  hen;  1  (96)  and  3  pullet;  land 

2  pen. 

Bn'E  Laxgshaxs. — Keasby,  3  cock ;  Ihen; 

1  cock'l;  1  pullet. 

S.  C.  BitowN  Leghorxs.- John  R.  Wilcox, 
Kingston,  R.  I.,  1  cock;  2  ben  :  1  and  2 cock'l; 

2  and  3  pullet;  Ipen;  special  for  best  pair. 
F.  E.  Dewey,  Belchertown, Mass.,  1  (93)  ben; 
1  and  3  pullet;  2  pen.   Ives  Bros.,  Branford, 

3  cock'l ;  3  pullet. 

R.  C.  Brown  Leghorxs.— F.  E.  Fowler, 
1  cock;  land  2  ben;  3  cock'l;  1  and  3  pullet. 
S.  A.  Ranger,  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  1  cock'l. 
C.  M.  Bari>er,  AVoodville,  R.  I.,  3  hen;  2 
cock'l ;  2  pullet. 

S.  C.  Bi-ack  Leghorxs.— Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates, 

1  cock;  1  ben;  1  cock'l;  1  pullet;  1  pen. 
Rose  Comb  AVhite  Leghorns.  —  All  to 

F.  E.  Fowler. 

S.  C.  Buff  Leghorns.— Justin  W.  Denni- 
son.  Mystic,  2  cock;  1  (92)  hen;  3  cock'l;  1 
(93)  piillel;  2  pen.  A.L.Kingsbury,  1  pen. 
J.  A.  Moon,  Xew  London,  2  cock'l;  3  pullet. 
S.  E.  Gesner,  1  cock  ;  2  pullet.  E.  AV.  Brown, 
Old  Mystic,  1  (914)  cock'l. 

AA'hite  Faced  Black  Spaxish.— C.  B. 
Smith,  Xew  London,  1  and  2  cock ;  2  (tie)  and 
3  pullet;  1  pen.   Ives  Bros.,  2  cock'l;  land 

2  (lie)  pullet. 

AVhite  Hamblrgs.— All  to  F.  E.  Fowler. 

Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs. —  AValter 
Barker,  1  cock;  1  ben.  R.  I.  Paine,  Jr.,  1 
cock'l;  1  pullet;  1  pen. 

Silver  Gray  DouKiXGS.— A.  H.  Porter, 
1  cock;  1  and  2  cock'l;  1  and  2  hen;  1  and  2 
pullet. 

CoRXisH  Ixdian  Games. —  S.E.  Gesner,  1 
cock;  2  hen  ;  1  cock'l ;  1  pullet;  1  pen.  Denni- 
son  it  Fowler,  3  cock.  K.  JI.  &  AV.  Ferguson, 
1  hen  ;  1  and  2  pullet.    Newbury  Bros.,  1  pen. 

AVhite  Ixdi  ax  Games.— Fergusons,  1  cock ; 
1  cock'l;  1  pullet. 

Geese. 

TotTLOUSE.— E.  Smith,  1  pair.  Newbury 
Bros.,  2  pair. 

Browx  Chixa.— Keasby,  1  pair.  Ives 
Bros.,  2  pair. 

Sucks. 

Pekix. —  Fergusons,  1  pair  young.  Newbury 
Bros.,  2  pair  young.    Keasby,  3  pair. 

Colored  Muscovys.—  Ives  Bros.,  1.  New- 
bury Bros.,  2. 

AVhile  Mcscovy. —  Ives  Bros.,  1. 

Black  Caycga. —  All  to  Fergusons. 

Decoy. —  All  to  Fergusons. 

AViLD  ilALLAUD.— All  to  Fergusons. 

Wild  Black. —  All  to  Fergusons. 

Broxze  and  AVhite  Turkeys. —  All  to 
Fergusons. 


3IARKET  REVIEAV. 

Eggs. — Eggs  are  declining  steadily,  and  are 
about  three  cents  lower  than  two  w-eeks  ago. 
Some  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  eggs  are 
coming  into  this  market,  and  are  quoted  at 
20c.  The  steadily  good  weather  has  increased 
the  supply  of  nearby  eggs,  which  are  aljo 
somewhat  lower.  AA'e  quote:  AVesteru  fresh, 
21  to  22c ;  eastern  fresh  22  to  24c ;  nearby  2S 
to  30c. 

Poultry. — The  Christmas  market,  in  full 
blast  at  this  writing,  has  demoralized  prices 
so  far  as  stable  quotations  are  concerned,  and 
there  is  no  assurance  that  the  prices  of  today 
will  be  those  of  ten  days  hence,  when  this  is 
read  in  priut.  We  quote:  Xew  England 
turkeys  are  quoted  at  15  tolGc;  chickens  at  13 
to  l.)c ;  and  fowls  at  10  to  l"2c.  For  western 
stuff  12  to  13c  is  the  price  on  turkeys ;  8  to  10c 
on  chickens;  and  8  to  9c  on  fowls.  Ducks 
and  geese  are  worth  12  to  18«. 


Valne  of  Charcoal. 

Charcoal  is  one  of  the  best  disinfectants  and 
purifiers  of  the  animal  .system  we  have,  or  at 
least,  that  we  know  f.  When  fowls  are 
afflicted  with  such  disease  as  roup  or  any 
other  putrid  affections,  charcoal  is  of  great 
service,  as  it  helps  greatly  to  purify  the  digest- 
ive organs,  and  acts  as  a  stimulus  by  purify- 
ing the  blood  and  toning  up  the  system  in 
general.  It  does  not  need  to  be  crushed  up 
fine,  mixed  with  other  food  aud  thus  compel 
them  to  eat  it;  but  all  that  is  necessary  is  to 
break  it  up  in  small  pieces  convenient  for 
them  to  swallow.  It  is  without  a  doubt  a 
great  benefit  to  them,  and  even  healthy  fowls 
are  benefited,  for  it  serves  to  keep  them 
healthy,  and  they  will  produce  more  eggs  if 
tbey  have  plenty  of  charcoal  of  easy  access. 
The  cost  of  charcoal  is  but  a  trifle,  even  when 
bought,  and  if  you  burn  v\'ood  in  your  stove 
the  fine  ashes  may  be  sifted  out  and  the  black 
coals  saved  out  and  pounded  up  in  pieces 
about  the  size  of  a  grain  of  com,  and  placed  in 
small  piles  where  the  fowls  can  get  it  easily. 
It  is  especially  valuable  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  for  then  it  is  that  the  blood  is 
sluggish  and  needs  something  to  purify  it,  and 
it  is  from  this  reason,  principally,  that  most  of 
the  poultry  diseases  come  during  these  months. 
Neither  the  trouble  and  expense  amounts  to 
anything  worth  noticing,  aud  tbe  benefit  to  the 
fowls  is  no  trifle,  we  can  assure  you.  Fowls 
must  be  cared  for,  and  cared  for  properly,  if 
one  wants  profit  and  enjoyment  from  them. — 
Poultry  Chitm. 


Sorghum  for  Poultry. 

■Written  for  FARJI-PonLTKY. 

Sorghum  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  cropi 
that  can  be  grow  n  in  the  south  aud  south-west. 
It  properly  cultivated  an  acre  of  sorghum  can 
be  made  to  yield  several  hundred  gallons  of 
syrup,  and  about  fifty  bushels  of  seed.  We 
know  of  nothing  better  for  feeding  young 
chickens  than  sorghum  seed  ;  and  as  a  food  for 
laying  hens  we  have  found  it  equal  to  wheat. 
A  successful  southern  poultry  raiser,  who 
keeps  six  hundred  hens,  and  who  claims  to 
have  gotten  an  average  yearly  egg  record  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  eggs  from  each 
one  of  his  hens,  says  that  sorghum  seed  is  one 
of  the  finest  egg  producing  foods  known ;  and 
from  what  experience  we  have  had  in  its  feed- 
ing wc  should  say  the  same  thing. 

Sorghum  is  not  grown  so  largely  in  the 
south  as  in  former  years,  as  our  farmers  have 
gradually  drifted  into  the  planting  of  sugar 
cane,  which  they  consider  more  suitable  for 
converting  into  syrup;  but  having  tested  the 
quality  of  both  cane  and  sorghum  syrup,  we 
do  not  consider  the  dift'erence  so  great  as  to 
warrant  one  in  growing  all  cane  and  no 
sorghum.  As  the  seed  alone  from  one  acre 
of  sorghum  will  feed  one  hundred  hens  during 
the  winter,  and  as  it  can  be  grow  n  very 
cheaply  we  see  good  reason  why  southern  and 
western  poultry  raisers  should  feed  it  liberally. 

Georgia.  Ansel  B.  Cook. 


YELLOW  BAGS  FOR  ANIMAL  MEAL. 

To  protect  our  customers  against  iniitations  which 
liav*  become  so  nmufrcMis.  Ave  now  pack  our  eele- 
brHt«fl  Aniiual  Mf  al  in  Yellow  Hagr-i.  Take  no 
ifoo4is  in  tmlk  or  in  l.>ajr>  that  are  lu.I  yt-lU.w.  except  at 
your  risk.   \W  sell  in  hai.'-^  from  li'U'is.  up. 

THE  BOWKKK  COMPANYt 

43  Chatham  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


INCUBATOR  EGGS. 

From  large,  strong,  and  vigorous  birds. 

THOROl  GH-BRED 

BARRED  PLYM.  ROCKS. 

Eggs,  $6.00  per  100. 

GOOD  HATCHES  and  TESTS  KEPOKTED. 

GROVE  BILL  POULTRY  YAKD.S, 

Box  40-;,  ^Valttuuu,  Maas. 
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EDITORIAL. 

We  Send  Sample  Copies  Free. 

The  writei-  wa.s  somewhat  surprised,  while 
attending  the  winter  meeting  of  the  Connect- 
icut Board  of  Agriculture,  at  Danbury,  Jast 
month,  to  be  aslied  if  we  would  please  send 
sample  copies  of  this  paper  to  friends  of  the 
gentleman  preferring  the  request.  We  told 
him  we  would  be  glad  to  send  a  sample  copy 
to  anyone  interested  in  poultry  raising,  and 
added :  "We  have  published  notices  to  that 
effect  many  times."  "Yes,  I  know  you  did 
pulflish  such  notices,"  said  our  friend,  "but  I 
hadn't  seen  it  mentioned  for  a  good  while, 
and  thought  possiljly  jou  had  discontinued 
the  practice." 

We  publish  the  notice  again,  thinking  there 
may  be  others  of  the  same  mind  as  our  Con- 
necticut friend,  and  we  shall  probably  publish 
such  a  notice  quite  frequently  hereafter,  it 
being  our  experience  that  sample  copies  are 
the  best  advertisements  we  can  put  out.  Send 
us  the  names  of  friends  or  neighbors  whom 
you  think  might  like  to  examine  a  "  practical " 
poultry  paper,  and  we  will  forward  a  sample 
copy  to  each. 

We  send  sample  copies  free.  You  send  the 
name — we  do  the  rest  I 

They  Still  Want  to  Get  At  Him ! 

In  spite  of  our  explicity  stating,  in  Novem- 
ber 1st  F.-P.  that  we  would  not  (in  honor 
could  not) ,  give  the  address  of  our  correspond- 
ent who  signs  himself  "  Iman  O'Vice,"  we 
continue  to  receive  requests  for  his  address. 
Here  are  two  in  one  mail — one  from  Florida, 
anil  both  say  they  want  to  ask  him  where  he 
gets  his  egg  boxes.  We  wrote  the  parties  that 
any  paper  box  maker  would  make  partitioned 
egg  boxes,  (most  paper  box  makers  keep  them 
on  hand),  but  that  wasn't  enough  for  one  of 
them,  who  writes, — "  I  wanted  to  ask  him 
some  other  things." 

There  is  the  whole  secret  in  a  few  words. 
He  "  wants  to  get  at  him ! "  with  a  whole 
string  of  questions,  which  Mr.  "  Novice"  has 
no  time  (even  if  he  had  the  inclination),  to  be 
bothered  with.  We  will  forward  to  him,  to  be 
answered  or  not  at  his  discretion,  any  ques- 
tions for  him  which  are  sent  to  this  office ;  but 
we  will  not  turn  loose  a  whole  wolf-pack  of 
questioners  upon  him  1 


Stamp  For  Answer. 

We  wrote  an  editorial  in  October  1st  F.-P., 
recommending  that  a  .stamp  be  enclosed  to 
prepay  postage  on  the  answer,  when  writing 
to  parties  and  asking  questions  about  their 
stock.  We  have  had  several  communications 
commenting  upon  our  position  in  that  article, 
some  favoring,  some  eondemniug.  Among 
the  latter  is  a  long  letter  from  a  Texas  poultry- 
man.  He  says  he  is  a  buyer  and  seller,  and 
thinks -we  are  wholly  wrong  in  the  position 
we  take ;  but  the  only  illustration  he  gives  to 
support  his  position,  is  that  half  the  incubator 
makers  advertise  to  send  a  catalogue  on 
request,  and  others  request  a  .stamp  to  prepay 
the  postage  on  the  catalogue — and  our  Texas 
friend  says  that  the  lirms  that  oiler  their 
catalogue  free  are  the  ones  that  get  the  busi- 
ness— which  is  very  possibly  true. 

We  beg  to  say  to  our  Texas  friend  that  we 
think  he  mistakes  our  position  in  the  matter, 
and  looks  at  but  one  .side  of  the  question.  We 
know  from  experience,  that  there  are  a  very 
great  number  of  people  writing  letters  just  for 
the  sake  of  writing  letters,  with  little  or  no 
thought  of  buying.  They  write  to  half  a 
dozen  (or  a  dozen  may  be)  different  Ijreeders 
to  see  of  whom  they  can  get  the  best  figures. 
It  is  absolutely  useless  to  answer  such  letters, 
because  the  writers  rarely  if  ever  buy  any- 
thing. Here  are  some  examples  which  have 
recently  come  to  us : 

"Dear  .Sir: — Please  send  me  your  price  list 
of  AVyandottes,  and  your  greatest  induce- 
ment to  purchase,  as  I  wish  to  buy  several. — 
P.  .S.  I  have  received  several  inducements 
from  other  dealers,  but  having  heard  of  you, 
I  resolved  to  write  you  before  purchasing." 

AVould  any  self-respecting  man  answer  such 
a  letter  as  that,  in  the  foolish  hope  that  he 
might  possibly  ofier  sufficient  inducements  to 
get  an  order?  We  cannot  imagine  any  one 
being  in  that  mental  condition.  To  our  mind 
it  would  be  an  absolute  waste  of  time  to 
answer  that  letter.  If  one  has  a  circular,  it  is 
all  right  to  address  one,  put  a  one  cent  stamp 
on  it,  and  drop  it  in  the  mail.  .Such  a  circular 
is  like  the  seed  spoken  of  in  the  parable, 
"some  falling  on  good  ground,  others  on  stony 
ground." 

Here  is  another,  a  postal  card ,  which  came 
to  the  editor:  "Dear  Sir:— Will  you  please 
give  me  all  of  the  information  possible  of  the 
Black  Langshau  chicken?  I  wish  to  purchase 
a  new  stock  of  chickens,  and  think  from  their 
looks  I  would  like  those.  1  want  a  chicken 
that  will  stay  close  to  the  house,  number  one 
layers  and  table  fowls.  Do  you  think  B. 
Langshans  would  suit  me?  Also  I  desire  a 
large  fowl  which  I  can  get  pure  bred  B. 
Langshans,  and  at  what  price?  Please  answer 
at  once  by  mail.  Y'ou  will  expect  my  sub- 
scription to  F.-P.  in  about  two  weeks. 

Jlrs.  " 

Would  there  be  any  sense  in  ausvv'ering  that 
postal  card?  The  woman  admits  that  she  is 
not  a  subscriber  to,  or  a  reader  of  Farm- 
Poultry,  and  all  the  Information  she  asks 
she  could  get  from  that  paper.  But  that  is 
not  the  question ;  she  wants  a  personal  letter, 
possibly  for  information,  probably  for  amuse- 
ment.  We  get  a  great  many  such. 

Here  is  another  example  :  "  Dear  Sir: — We 
want  to  exchange  green  cut  bone  at  two  cents 
a  pound  for  one  dozen  pullets  that  you  adver- 
tise to  sell  in  F.-P.   Let  us  hear  from  you."' 

Would  it  be  of  any  use  to  answer  that?  We 
do  not  wish  to  weary  our  readers  with  this 
subject,  but  quote  from  a  letter  received  from 
a  breeder  of  experience.  He  says:  "I  thought 
when  I  first  read  your  article  on  enclosing 
stamp  for  answer  that  it  looked  rather  small, 
but  on  second  thought,  realizing  how  many  ^f 
the  cheap  fellows  there  are,  and  how  much  it 
costs  to  answ'cr  two  or  three  hundred  letters  a 
mouth  which  bring  no  return,  I  felt  that  you 
were  right.  I  hear  from  a  good  many  of  those 
cheap  fellows.  Do  they  succeed  in  getting 
stock  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  ceuts  a  head, 
or  do  they  finally  have  to  give  it  up?  I  had  a 
letter  from  a  party  who  wanted  White  Wyan- 
dottes.  I  wrote  him  pric?,  and  mentioned 
that  I  could  send  him  a  ti'io  at  $5,  and  he 
wrote  back  and  wanted  to  know  if  the  pullets 
were  laying,  what  he  could  do  if  they  didn't 
prove  as  represented,  etc.  I  wrote  him  that 
laying  pullets,  or  tho.se  about  to  lay,  were 
worth  $3  apiece  to  me. 

"  Tonight  I  have  a  postal  from  Allentovi'n, 
Pa.,  for  a  trio  of  White  Wyandottes;  a  letter 


from  Kansas  for  a  Butf  Leghorn  cockerel,  etc. 
About  one-half  of  these  inquirers  send  stamps, 
and  in  my  judgment  only  those  who  send 
stamps  are  worth  answering." 

Such  a  practical  endorsementof  our  position 
on  the  stamp  for  answer  question,  convinces 
us  that  we  are  right,  and  that  the  meaningless 
letters  should  receive  no  attention.  In  our 
own  ea.se,  it  is  much  more  than  the  price  of 
the  stamp,  because  every  moment  of  our  time 
is  precious,  and  every  moment  spent  in 
answering  letters  certain  to  be  profitless  is 
doubly  wasted,  because  that  time 'm  wanted 
for  something  else. 

Why  Not  With  Poultry? 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  circular  letter  from 
the  Missouri  College  of  Agriculture  and 
Mechanic  Arts,  which  calls  special  attention  to 
a  short  winter  cour.se  in  agriculture  and  horti- 
culture, beginning  January  5th,  and  continu- 
ing twelve  weeks,  which  says: 

"  The  value  of  these  courses  to  the  prac- 
tical farmer  has  been  fully  demonstrated 
by  past  experience,  and  I  believe  you  will 
be  conferring  a  benefit  upon  the  agriculture 
of  your  county  by  using yourinfluence  toward 
inducing  as  many  young  men  as  possible  to 
attend  one  o|  these  courses  this  winter.  You 
will  observe  that  no  tuition  is  charged,  and 
instruction  in  these  courses  is  practically  free. 
We  are  trying  to  make  the  agricultural  college 
as  useful  as  possible  to  the  farmers  of  Missouri. 
There  is^  no  question  but  what  the  successful 
farmer  of  the  future  must  acquire  in  some 
way  and  somewhere  the  exact  knowledge 
imparted  by  these  short  courses.  It  will  be 
easier  and  cheaper  for  them  to  learn  this  at 
the  agricultural  college  than  to  work  it  out  by 
their  own  experience  on  the  farm." 

What  a  blessing  it  would  be  to  the  poultry 
interest  of  Massachusetts,  for  example,  if  the 
agricultural  college  was  fitted  for  and  ottered 
to  give  short  courses  in  poultry  culture. 
Massachusetts  pays  out  five  millions  of  dollars 
a  year  for  eggs  brought  into  the  state,  and  its 
young  men  who  want  to  learn  something  of 
how  to  keep  this  money  in  the  state,  of  how  to 
produce  the  over  nine  hundred  thousand  cases 
of  eggs  now  brought  into  the  state  each  year, 
are  groping  blindly,  with  .such  aids  as  they 
can  get  from  books  and  papers,  working  it  out 
l)y  their  own  experience  on  the  farm.  What 
a  help  it  would  be  to  them  if  the  state  could 
otter  them  such  practical  instruction  upon  this 
question.  What  a  benefit  it  would  be  to  the 
state  if  that  five  millions  of  dollars  we  now 
spend  annually  for  eggs  alone,  could  be  kept 
within  our  borders  and  expended  here !  What 
a  substantial  increase  to  the  business  of  the 
state ! 

What  is  our  agricultural  college  doing? 

Report  of  the  R.  I.  State  Board  of 
Agriculture. 

By  courtesy  of  Mr.  Geo.  A.  Stockwell,  sec- 
retary to  the  board,  we  are  favored  with  the 
annual  report  of  the  E.  I.  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture for  1895.  There  is  much  that  is 
interesting  and  valuable  in  its  five  hundred 
pages;  but  poultry  is  practically  "not  in  it." 
That  part  of  the  volume  given  to  the  experi- 
ment station  report  contains  interesting  matter 
upon  the  cross-breeding  experiments  carried 
on  at  the  station  under  Mr.  Cushman's  regime; 
on  the  "  black  head"  disease  of  turkeys,  and 
on  the  parasites  of  fowls;— but,  other  than 
that  poultry  seems  to  have  been  ignored,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  state  is  paying 
out  over  $800,000  a  year  for  eggs  alone. 

We  notice,  in  the  report  of  the  discussion 
which  followed  Dr.  Twitchell's  lecture  on 
"  ciire  and  treatment  of  farm  animals,"  that 
one  questioner  said  : — 

"Speaking  of  hens  — I  kept  two  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  hens  twelve  months,  and  kept 
as  accurate  account  as  I  possibly  could,  and 
cleared  $411,  net.   Is  that  all  right?" 

We  do  not  find  any  reference  to  hens  in  the 
report  of  the  discussion  which  preceded  the 
question,  nor  does  the  interjected  question  .seem 
to  have  elicited  any  reply,  although  $411  net 
profit  would  seem  to  be  "all  right!"  Curi- 
ously enough,  Dr.  Twitehell's  "  Farm  Ani- 
mals "  lecture  seems  to  have  applied  to  cows 
and  horses  only.  Are  not  fowls  farm  animals? 
Are  not  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  hens 
that  pay  their  owner  $411  net  profit  in  a  year 
entitled  to  consideration?  Perhaps,  though, 
they  are  "  all  right,"  without  any  assistance, 
and  it  is  no  doubt  just  to  give  the  assistance  to 
the  cows;— they  certainly  need  it! 


Tariflf  Duty  in  Canada. 

A  reader  asks  if  there  is  a  duty  on  fowls 
imported  into  Canada.  No,  not  if  they  are 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  to  the  eftect  that 
they  are  thoroughbred,  and  imported  for  the 
"improvement  of  stock." 

We  have  shipped  several  lots  of  fowls  to 
Canada,  and  have  always  taken  the  precaution 
to  forward  the  certificate  two  or  three  days 
before  shipping  the  birds,  so  that  the  customer 
could  be  prepared  to  get  them  passeil  immedi- 
ately on  their  reaching  the  custom  house.  If 
the  birds  and  certificate  are  sent  at  the  same 
time  the  customer  might  not  getthe  certificate 
till  after  the  arrival  of  the  birds,  in  which  case 
the  birds  would  h.ave  to  wait  till  the  customer 
received  the  certificate. 

The  Pigeon  Department  is  Dis- 
continued. 

It  has  been  determined  by  the  publishers  to 
discontinue  the  pigeon  department  of  this 
paper,  so  far  as  it  was  a  special  department-; 
but  pigeon  que.stions  will  be  answered,  in  the 
questions  and  answers  department,  over  Mr. 
AYright's  signature,  ju.st  as  turkey,  duck,  and 
geese  questions  will  be  answered  by  Mr.  Cush- 
man,  over  his  signature. 

The  decision  to  discontinue  the  pigeon 
department  is  based,  chiefly,  upon  the  fact  that 
it  did  not  pay,  although  the  fact  that  we  sorely 
needed  that  page  for  other  matter  was  not 
overlooked.  We  have  not  lost  our  faith  in 
"  pigeons  for  profit;  "  we  firmly  believe  that  it 
is  a  valuable  branch  of  poultry  raising,  and 
worth  cultivating ;  but,  the  amount  of  adver- 
tising patronage  which  that  department 
brought  us  was  ridiculously  small,  and  we  are 
tired  of  paying  out  money  which  brings  noth- 
ing back. 

Beginning  with  this  number,  the  pigeon 
department,  as  a  special  department,  is  discon- 
tinued. 

State  Aid  for  Poultry  Shows. 

We  print,  in  another  column,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Graves,  .secretary  of  the  Amesbury  Poul- 
try Association,  which  sets  forth  the  steps 
necessary  to  take  to  bring  about  an  amend- 
ment of  the  act  which  was  intended  to  give 
state  aid  to  poultry  societies  which  hold  shows; 
or  in  other  words,  to  have  the  act  of  '96 
amended  so  that  the  state  aid,  which  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  of  that  year  to 
give,  shall  be  available.  We  hope  the  poultry 
associations  of  the  state  will  bring  their  influ- 
ence to  bear  upon  members  of  the  house  and 
senate  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  so 
that  when  the  subject  comes  up  for  considera- 
tion it  shall  not  fail  for  want  of  interest. 
Individual  poultrymen,  also,  can  "bear  a 
hand"  in  this  good  work,  and  can,  by  speak- 
ing a  good  word  for  the  cause,  help  pu.sh  it 
along. 

The  state  aid  should  be  used  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  "practical"  side  of  poultry  raising, 
that  being  the  side  th.at  needs  help  to  bring  it 
forward.  The  citizens  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts pay  out  over  $5,000,000  per  annum 
for  eggs  from  outside.  Any  steps  which  can 
be  taken  to  "aid"  in  the  producing  of  those 
eggs  within  the  state,  and  keeping  that  great 
sum  of  money  at  home,  will  receive  the  hearty 
approval  of  every  one  who  has  the  be.st  inter- 
ests of  his  fellow  men  at  heart. 


Clean,  New  and  Practical. 

I  like  your  poultry  paper  better  than  any  I 
ever  read.  It  is  clean,  new,  and  it  is  practical 
in  all  of  its  make  up.  It  has  more  practical 
common  sense  in  its  reading  matter  than  you 
will  find  in  a  dozen  other  papers  of  its  size. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  C.  B.  H. 

Greatly  Pleased. 

We  are  greatly  pleased  with  Farm-Poul- 
try, and  are  trying  to  live  up  to  its  teach- 
ings, with  profit.  We  believe  every  one  who 
keeps  poultry  would  realize  many  times  the 
cost  by  reading  it  carefully;  they  would  learn 
that  they  do  not  now  "know  it  all." 

Mansfield,  Mass.  C.  E.  C. 

Good  Advice  and  Timely  Suggestions. 

Inclosed  please  find  one  dollar  to  renew 
my  subscription  to  Farm-Poultky.  Couldn't 
think  of  running  even  a  small  poultry  farm 
without  it,  with  its  good  advice,  timely 
suggestions  and  candid  discu.ssions  on  all  the 
points  in  modern  poultry  culture. 

Waverly,  Mass.  Miss  E.  A.  I, 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Questions  Brieflj-  Answered. 

[Any  of  the  oumbers  of  FARic-roi  LTRY  referred 
to  below,  will  be  suppUeil  at  Uie  rale  of  five  oeiiis 
eK-b.] 

AXLMAL  Meal.— ^A.  L.  A.,  Xew  Hamv>- 
shin?) :  Auimal  meal  is  excellent  for  botb  old 
and  youDg  poultry. 

Pkki>-  Dicks.  —  (F.  B.  L.,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire) :  Pekin  ducks  generally  begin  laying 
about  the  last  of  February. 

Lump  Above  Eye.— iR.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) : 
Wash  daily  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water, 
and  anoint  with  vaseline. 

Indian  RrxxER  DfCKS.— (Mrs.  W.  A.  C, 
Connecticut)  :  It  is  said  that  Indian  Runner 
ducks  are  year-aronnd  layers. 

MoiLTrxG.— (K.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) :  Moult- 
ing begins  iu  either  August.  September  or 
October,  and  lasts  about  one  hundred  days. 

Partridge  WYAXm)TTES.  —  (A.  L.  S., 
New  Jersey) :  E.  O.  Theim,  Vale,  Iowa,  is 
one  of  the  originators  of  Partridge  Wyan- 
dottes. 

Eggs  for  Hatching.  —  (R.  G.  R.,  Ken- 
tucky) :  The  reason  for  selling  eggs  for  hatch- 
ng  generally  begins  in  March  and  ends  in 
May. 

ViKGixiA  Markets.— (L.  W.  B.,  Illinois) : 
Either  Norfolk  or  Richmond,  or  points  near 
those  cities,  will  be  found  excellent  for  both 
egg  and  broiler  farming. 

Lice  Paint.- (A.  C.  W.,  Rhode  Island) : 
The  naphtalene-kerosene  preparation  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Woods,  on  page  347  of  Fak.m- 
PocxTRY,  is  safe  and  effective. 

Feeding  Clo\-er.— (R.  G.  R.,  Kentucky) : 
Scald  the  clover,  and  let  it  stand  all  night  in  a 
covered  vessel.  The  next  morning  mix  with 
ground  grain. 

Frost  in  HorsE. —  (A.  S.  A.,  Canada): 
Keeping  heat  in  the  house  during  very  cold 
nights  will  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the  inner 
walls  free  from  frost. 

Olentangy  Brooders.— (W.  H..  Wiscon- 
sin! '■  Personally  we  know  nothing  about  these 
brooders,  never  having  used  them;  but  we 
have  bad  some  excellent  reports  regarding  the 
same  from  our  readers. 

Xl-MBER  OK  Hexs.— (F.  H.,  New  York) : 
At  the  rale  of  one  hundred  hens  to  the  acre, 
is  a  good  estimate  for  success.  More  can  be 
kept  in  that  space  if  care,  etc.,  are  of  the  best. 

Feedlvg  Corn.— (Mrs.  E.  D.  G.,  Ohio): 
Warm  corn,  fed  at  night,  during  cold  weather, 
is  valuable  for  furnUbing  heat  for  the  fowls; 
but  fed  at  any  other  time  it  is  likely  to  over- 
fatten,  check  egg  production,  and  invite  dis- 
ease. 

Stjiycunine.- (M.  F.  McM.,  Mississippi) : 
Do  not  know  how  long  strychnine  dilution 
will  keep  its  strength  if  fed  in  the  feed  to 
poultry.  We  would  not  use  it  at  all;  neither 
would  we  want  to  eat  any  poultry  that  have 
been  fed  on  it. 

Leghorns.— (Mrs.  C.  N.  H.,  Kew  Jersey) : 
The  single  Comb  White,  and  the  Buff  Leg- 
horns are  about  alike  in  utility.  The  Single 
Comb  Brown  will  lay  more  eggs  than  either, 
but  the  qpgs  will  not  be  so  large  as  those  from 
the  White  or  Buff  Leghorns. 

Eating  Too  Mi  ch.— (Mrs.  C.  X.  H.,  Sew 
Jersey):  Petted  and  very  tame  hens  are  apt 
to  be  overfed.  When  serious  results  arise, 
give  a  Parsons'  Purgative  Pill  each  night  for 
three  nights  in  succession,  and  twice  a  week 
give  an  evening  feed  of  onions  chopped  fine. 

Houses  FOR  Warm  CLiiiATES.— (B.B.  W., 
California)  :  The  plans  for  poultry  houses, 
published  in  Farm-Pocxtry,  will  fit  the 
average  climate  In  the  United  States,  like  New 
England,  western  and  middle  states.  They 
should  be  more  or  less  changed  to  suit  the 
warmer  climates  of  California  and  the  south. 


Hatchine  'Winter  I.ayerg. 

Mr.  Editor:  — At  what  date  sliould  Leghorns,  Ply- 
mouth Kocks  and  Wyandotte  pullets  be  batched  for 
winter  layers? 

Can  you  fdve  any  reliable  method  for  selecting  or 
Judging  fowls  for  laying  qualities?  A.  B. 

Plcton.  Ont. 

The  Leghorns  should  be  hatched  during 
May  or  June,  and  the  Plymouth  Rocks  and 


Wyandottes  about  April  or  May.  When 
hatched  earlier  than  these  dates  they  are  apt 
to  go  into  moult  in  the  fall  with  the  old  hens. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  reliable  method  by 
which  to  select  good  layers.  C.  H.  Wyckoff, 
of  Groton,  N.  T.,  says  that  one  hundred 
pullets,  hatched  at  one  time,  and  raised 
together,  were  placed  in  one  house,  and  when 
one  laid  she  was  taken  out.  This  was  con- 
tinued until  there  were  fifty  in  each  house. 
A  critical  examination  showed  that  nearly 
all  that  were  laying  were  of  a  certain 
type  —  while  those  that  were  still  unpro- 
ductive, were  of  another  type — a  longer 
legged,  ungainly,  slim-bodied  ben,  that 
spends  her  time  looking  for  something  to  get 
scared  at.  A  record  of  the  two  flocks  showed 
a  difference  of  twenty  per  cent  in  the  number 
of  eggs  laid.  No.  1  kept  laying  until  nearly 
denuded  of  feathers,  and  after  moulting 
began  laying  quicker  than  No.  2.  A  short- 
legged,  deep-bodied,  full-breasted,  wedge- 
shaped,  large-combed  hen,  with  a  quiet  dispo- 
sition has  capacity  to  consume  large  quanti- 
ties of  food,  and  return  eggs  instead  of  noise 
and  flutter,  said  Mr.  Wyckoff  in  speaking  of 
his  White  Leghorns  to  a  Eurnl  New  Yorlcer 
representative.  Mr.  Wyckoff,  further  on 
says : — 

"After  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  together 
a  satisfactory  flock  I  find  that  they  will 
answer  pretty  well  to  the  following  descrip- 
tion : — large-boned,  rather  long  in  leg  and 
neck;  long  on  the  back;  deep  up  and  down 
behind;  legs  set  fairly  well  apart;  breast-bone 
somewhat  prominent;  flesh  bard,  strong  and 
muscular;  in  good  condition,  but  not  fat; 
comb  rather  above  the  average  in  size;  eyes 
bright  and  full;  disposition  lively,  but  not 
scary;  more  inclined  to  follow  after  and 
crowd  about  the  attendant  than  to  run  and  fly 
at  his  appro;ich;  large  consumer  of  food,  and 
always  hungry  when  fed  regularly  and  given 
a  chance  for  exercise." 

The  book,  "Business  Hen,"  gives  some 
opinions  on  types,  and  taking  the  breeds  our 
correspondent  is  interested  in  (Leghorns, 
Plymouth  Rocks  and  Wyaudottes),  Knapp 
Bros,  do  not  think  the  highest  scoring  speci- 
mens in  a  flock  of  Leghorns,  as  a  rule,  are  the 
best  layers.  The  coarser  specimens  are  not 
the  best  scoring  birds,  but  are  usually  the 
best  layers. 

C.  A.  Sharp  says  a  squarely  built,  blocky, 
well-proportioned  hen,  wide  on  the  back  and 
with  legs  well  apart,  will  produce  most  eggs. 
The  legs  and  neck  should  be  of  medium 
length,  and  the  finer  the  texture  of  the  face 
the  more  eggs  will  be  produced.  The  highest 
scoring  hen  counts  but  little  for  eggs. 

J.  H.  Drevenstedt  says,  as  a  rule  he  would 
always  prefer  a  fine-boned  hen  to  a  coarse- 
boned  one.  The  leading  layers  of  the  world 
are  the  Harabuigs,  be  says,  and  their  trim 
bodies,  fine  bones,  quick  and  nervous  actions, 
convey  the  impression  that  they  are  suscepti- 
ble of  being  forced  for  eggs.  The  Leghorns 
are  In  the  same  class;  yet  when  we  get 
among  the  heavier  breeds  and  study  the 
Brahmas,  Cochins,  Plymouth  Rocks  and 
Wyaudottes,  we  are  apt  to  be  greatly  mis- 
taken iu  selecting  layers.  "  The  best  Wyan- 
dotte hen  I  ever  owned,  as  regards  laying, 
weighed  eight  pounds,  was  full  and  deep  in 
the  breast,  long  in  the  body  and  back,  and 
fairly  long  in  the  neck,  with  a  small  neat 
head.  She  laid  twenty-eight  eggs  in  thirty- 
six  days.  The  best  old  hen  I  now  own  is  four 
years  old  and  lays  regularly,  but  no  man 
would  pick  her  out  for  an  egg  type.  She  is 
loosely  feathered,  has  an  enlarged  crop,  is 
low  down  with  short  legs;  yet  she  was 
always  a  good  layer." 

We  could  extend  the  list  of  opinions  until 
we  could  fill  a  page,  but  we  have  said  enough 
to  show  that  the  type  of  a  good  layer  is  not  a 
certain  one.  There  is  more  in  the  disposition 
and  general  movement  than  anything  else. 
As  Mr.  Wyckoff  says,  she  must  be  a  quiet 
hen.  Tame  hens  generally  are  the  laying 
hens.  Yet  with  all  that  she  should  have  a 
more  or  less  nervous  air.  A  wild  ben,  one 
that  is  easily  scared  is  hardly  ever  a  satisfac- 
tory and  profitable  fowl.  The  way  to  get  up 
a  profitable  flock  of  layers,  Is  to  pay  less 
attention  to  the  type,  and  more  to  her 
actions.  The  hens  in  a  flock  that  are  doing 
the  best  laying  should  be  marked  so  that 
they  can  readily  be  picked  out  during  the 
season,  and  they  alone  should  be  mated  for 
next  year's  stock. 


More  Duck  Questions. 

Mr.  EdUt>r:  — When  must  I  sow  grass  seed  ob  a 
piece  of  bare  ground  to  raise  young  ducks  on  the 
following  year? 

2d.  How  many  times  a  day  are  breeding  ducks  fed? 
also,  how  man>'  times  are  ducklings  fetl,  when  being 
raiseil  for  market? 

3d.  How  old  must  a  duck  be  before  her  eggs  will 
hatch  good  strong  young  ones  ? 

4th.  Are  breeding  ducks  soUl  olT  every  two  years 
like  fowls,  and  their  places  tilled  by  the  young  stock? 

5th.  Art  ducklings  that  are  being  raised  for  breed- 
ers to  l)e  fed  the  same  as  those  that  arc  being  raised 
for  market? 

6lh.  Do  ducks  need  nests,  or  do  they  lay  on  the 
floor  of  the  coop?  W.  B.  W. 

Paterson,  N.  J. 

In  New  Jersey,  grass  seed  should  be  sown 
not  later  than  the  first  week  in  September. 
Rye  can  be  put  in  the  ground  a  few  weeks 
later. 

2d.  Breeding  ducks  should  not  be  fed 
oftener  than  twice  a  day,  but  ducklings  need 
a  meal  morning,  noon  and  night. 

3d.  We  prefer  two  year  old  birds  for 
breeding.  There  is  more  or  less  risk  with  the 
eggs  the  first  season. 

4th.  Breeding  ducks  are  profitable  for 
three  or  four  years. 

uth.  Ducklings  raised  for  breeding  pur- 
poses should  not  be  in  the  same  flock  with 
those  you  intend  to  market,  for  after  six 
weeks  of  age  the  market  ducks  must  be 
fattened.  Up  till  that  time  they  can  all  run 
together,  as  the  food  they  all  get  will  be 
more  for  creating  bone  and  muscle  than  fat. 

Gth.  No  nests  are  needed  for  laying  ducks, 
as  they  prefer  dropping  the  eggs  about  on 
the  floor  of  the  coop.  If  the  floor  is  heavily 
bedded  with  soft  hay,  ducks  will  often  Im- 
provise a  nest  in  the  corner  themselves. 


About  Whitewashing. 

Mr.  Editor:  — My  poultry  house  is  lined  with  tar 
paper.  I  kee])  it  clean,  frequently  raking  up  the 
ground  floor,  as  well  as  cleaning  up  the  dropi)ings 
often.  I  also  kerosene  the  roosts  and  nests,  and  hum 
sulphur  in  llie  house.  Do  you  think  It  necessary  lo 
whllewash  the  paper?  I  do  not  see  any  signs  of  lice, 
and  the  fowls  all  look  healthy.  Mrs.  E.  P.  R. 

Niverville,  N.  Y. 

It  would  hardly  be  neccessary  to  white- 
wash the  house  this  winter,  but  we  certainly 
should  in  spring.  Every  house  should  be 
whitewashed  twice  a  year  — spring  and  fall  — 
whether  there  are  signs  of  lice  or  not.  A 
good  coating  of  w  ash  disinfects  and  generally 
purifies  the  house,  besides  making  it  attract- 
ive and  light.  We  generally  put  an  ounce  of 
carbolic  acid  to  a  pail  of  wash,  which  makes 
it  more  of  a  dead  shot  to  lice.  That,  however, 
will  not  be  necessary  unless  lice  are  known 
to  exist  in  the  house,  or  If  a  disease  has  been 
among  the  fowls  in  the  pen. 


Inflammation  of  the  Oviduct. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  had  several  hens  die  the  past 
summer,  and  upon  examining  them  found  that  the 
egg  duct  was  full  of  what  appeared  to  he  yolks  of 
eggs,  like  so  much  cheese.  In  some  cases  there  were 
the  skin  and  soft  shell  of  the  eggs.  One  fine  hen  was 
taken  all  at  once,  and  1  doctored  her  for  liver  trouble, 
but  when  she  died  I  found  that  the  egg  duct  had 
broken,  and  she  was  full  of  this  rotten  cheesy  sub- 
stance, but  no  shell  among  it.  They  have  oyster 
shells  and  grit  all  they  want,  so  I  think  it  must  be  in 
the  feeding  or  forcing.  They  have  to  scratch  for  all 
the  grain  they  gel  in  winter,  but  not  in  summer.  Cau 
you  explain  the  trouble?  W.  S.  P. 

German  town.  Pa. 

The  trouble  was  inflammation  of  the  ovi- 
duct. Probably  much  of  it  could  have  been 
avoided  If  the  fowls  would  have  been  com- 
pelled to  scratch  for  their  food  in  summer  as 
well  as  in  winter.  Food  Is  apt  to  fatten  more 
readily  in  summer,  if  the  fowls  are  allowed  to 
stand  about  idle,  than  it  would  during  the 
winter.  Provide  a  cool,  shady  place,  and 
make  them  work. 

According  to  Joseph  W'allace,  inflammation 
of  the  oviduct  will  check  the  flow  of  carbonate 
and  phosphate  of  lime,  animal  gluten,  and  the 
salts  of  lime,  which  give  to  the  shell  its  hard- 
ness; or  the  system  maybe  deficient  in  some 
of  these  constituents,  consequently  the  laying 
of  eggs  without  shells,  or  with  soft  shells. 

Egg  binding  follows.  An  egg  drops  from 
the  cluster  to  receive  its  natural  coating  of 
shell ;  there  being  a  deficiency  of  shell  matter, 
the  egg  remains  longer  in  the  oviduct,  in 
obedience  to  nature  ;  another  follows  that  one, 
and  soon  another,  all  awaiting  their  turn  to  be 
coated.  The  presence  of  so  many  eggs  with- 
out shells  crowding  one  another  for  several 
days,  is  very  apt  to  cause  fever  or  inflammation 
of  the  oviduct,  which  of  course,  obstructs  the 
passage.  If  the  hen  cannot  expel  those  eggs, 
and  no  immediate  relief  is  given,  the  heat  of 


the  oviduct  literally  bakes  the  contents  of  the 
eggs,  and  a  tumor  forms  and  encloses  the  eggs 
in  a  tough  sac,  which  shows  itself  In  the  bag- 
ging down  so  common  among  old  hens. 

Mr.  Wallace,  in  an  excellent  article  in  the 
Poultry  Monthly,  says  bagging  down  behind 
is  usually  caused  by  the  retention  of  eggs  in  the 
oviduct,  followed  by  inflammation  and  tumor; 
also,  when  hens  get  too  fat  often  eggs  get 
broken  in  the  passage  and  cause  the  same  dis- 
order. These  tumors  grow  to  enormous  size 
sometimes,  and  weigh  down  the  hen.  A  care- 
ful examination  will  show  whether  the  fowl 
has  tumor  or  inflamed  egg  sac  near  the  vent. 
If  the  bagging  is  from  mere  internal  fat,  the 
fowl  should  be  physicked,  and  fed  on  just 
enough  to  sustain  life  till  reduced  to  normal 
condition.  Tumors  from  broken  eggs  or 
arising  from  inflammation  cannot  be  cured 
without  a  skillful  operation. 


Tumor  in  the  Oviduct. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  send  you  by  today's  mail  a  "some- 
thing'' I  look  from  a  hen  1  killed.  It  lay  next  to  the 
back  bone.  She  seemed  in  good  health,  but  was  not 
laying,  but  had  a  lot  of  eggs  about  as  large  as  peas. 

Perry,  Iowa.  A.  W.  B. 

It  was  a  tumor  which  formed  In  the 
oviduct,  enclosing  the  eggs  in  this  tough  sac. 
Had  the  hen  not  been  killed  the  heat  of  the 
oviduct  would  have  eventually  baked  the 
eggs.  The  general  cause  for  this  trouble  is 
having  the  fowls  in  an  overfat  condition,  and 
usually  follows  egg  binding. 


A  Boy's  Poultry  Tarda. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  only  thirteen  and  a  half  years 
old,  and  keep  fifty  fowls.  Thirty-one  are  pure  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  fourteen  are  common  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Kocks,  four  are  Golden  Wyaudottes,  and  one 
is  a  conmion  Brahma  hen.  I  have  twenty-five  pure 
Plymouth  Hocks  in  one  pen,  and  the  rest  in  another 
pen. 

Would  it  be  wise  to  put  ray  two  cockerels  with  the 
pullets  now  and  kee])  them  with  the  pullets  all  winter? 
The  latter  were  hatched  in  April,  May  and  June,  and 
some  are  about  rea'ly  to  lay. 

How  many  quarts  of  mash  had  I  better  give  the  fifty 
in  the  morning?  One  day  one  pen  has  free  range 
while  the  other  Is  shut  up;  then  the  next  day  I  reverse 
It.  F.  C. 

Hanover,  N.  H. 

Yes,  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  keep  a 
cockerel  in  each  pen. 

About  four  quarts  of  mash  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  fifty  fowls.  A  little  could  be 
added  if  they  eat  it  up  clean.  The  same 
quantity  of  wheat  or  other  grain  should  be 
the  evening  feed.  Alternating  the  flocks  on  a 
free  range  is  a  good  idea. 


Canker. 

Mr.  Editor:— Within  a  couple  of  weeks  there  has 
developed  a  disease  among  my  poultry.  Three  have 
died,  two  got  nearly  well,  and  three  others  are  sick 
now.  They  start  with  a  wheezing,  then  they  will 
throw  their  heads  and  make  a  noise  like  sneezing,  and 
then  will  keep  their  mouths  open.  On  examination  I 
found  their  windpipe  filled  nearly  lull  of  a  yellow 
sui>stance,  and  the  ones  that  have  died  had  practically 
filled  up  at  the  entrance,  near  the  roots  of  the  tongue, 
with  this  yellow  phlegm.  The  ones  that  got  better  I 
took  a  stick  and  cleaned  the  entrance  at  the  windpipe. 
Then  I  got  out  as  much  as  possible  by  kneading  and 
working  up  from  the  body  towards  the  mouth,  and 
ejecting  all  that  I  could  get.  All  I  had  at  hand  was 
machine  oil.  I  put  some  in  an  old  dipper  and  injected 
it  into  the  windpipe.  I  treated  the  rest  with  camphor- 
ated oil  iu  which  were  a  few  drops  of  carbolic  acid. 
Now  what  is  the  disease,  and  the  treatment? 
Wolfboro,  N.  H.  E.  F.  C. 

The  disease  Is  canker.  It  is  a  mild  form  of 
diphtheria.  Wash  the  head  and  eyes,  and 
swab  out  the  mouth  and  throat,  with  a 
diluted  solution  of  chlorate  of  potash  and 
alum  equal  parts,  containing  one-half  water. 
Remove  the  ulcers  v\  ith  a  quill,  after  which 
apply  powdered  borax  to  the  places  left  bare; 
to  be  repeated  twice  »  day  until  well.  Put  a 
teaspoouful  of  tincture  of  iron  to  a  quart  of 
drinking  water  as  a  tonic.  Of  course,  the 
sick  birds  must  be  kept  in  separate  buildings 
or  the  disease  will  spread.  The  well  birds 
should  have  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 
in  the  soft  food,  and  the  tincture  of  Iron,  as 
above,  in  the  drinking  water,  to  prevent 
their  catching  the  disease. 

Do  not  feed  the  sick  fowls  whole  grain. 
Owing  to  their  condition  they  cannot  properly 
eat  and  digest  it.  Instead,  feed  light  mashes 
like  bran  and  oatmeal,  scalded  with  milk;  or 
bread  scalded  with  milk.  Gradually,  as  the 
bird  gets  well,  add  a  little  hemp  seed  mixed 
with  some  good  wheat.  Give  only  a  little  at 
a  time,  just  what  it  will  eat  up  clean. 

If  taken  in  time,  and  treated  as  above,  s 
cure  win  be  positive. 
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Feeding  Bye. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  me  if  rye  is  a  good 
food  for  laying  liens.  As  wheat  is  going  up  so  high  in 
price,  I  canuot  afford  to  feed  it  to  my  fowls. 

Lizette,  Pa.  Mrs.  S.  P.  B. 

Wheat  at  a  dolliir  a  bushel  is  a  cheaper  and 
better  food  for  laying  hens  than  rye  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  bushel.  Kye  is  the  poorest  poul- 
try grain  we  have,  and  wheat  the  very  best. 
Take  your  choice.  With  the  increase  of  the 
price  of  wheat  goes  the  increase  of  market 
value  of  eggs.  It  might  be  just  as  reasonable 
to  feed  a  butter  cow  on  salt  hay  instead  of 
clover,  for  the  reason  that  the  latter  hay  was 
too  costly.  When  we  keep  stock  for  profit 
we  must  give  the  food  a  serious  study,  and 
feed  only  such  as  will  give  the  greatest  yield, 
regardless  of  price.  Unless  that  can  be  done, 
it  would  be  far  better  to  give  up  the  stock 
altogether. 


The  Wyandotte-Brahma  Cross. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  bred  this  season  from  your 
favorite  cross,  (White  Wyandotte-Bralmia).  This  is 
my  first  experience  with  this  cross,  and  so  tar  1  like  it 
very  much.  Would  you  advise  my  breeding  all  White 
Wyandotte  cocks  from  the  pullets  of  this  cross,  and  so 
continuing?  They  would  become  nearer  pure  each 
year,  would  they  not, — or  would  you  recommend  my 
breeding  from  the  first  cross  each  year  ?  P.  S. 

East  Cambridge,  Mass. 

We  have  never  experimented  in  breeding 
back  and  forth  upon  this  cross,  but  would 
argue  from  the  experience  of  others  that  it 
would  be  well  to  breed  the  pullets  which  most 
resemble  Light  Brahmas  to  a  White  Wyan- 
dotte male,  and  pullets  vs'hich  most  resemble 
White  Wyandottes  to  a  Light  Brahma  male, 
and  so  continuing,  year  after  year,  if  you 
wish  to  continue  breeding  that  way.  It 
might,  however,  be  better  to  breed  from  the 
first  cross  every  year — and  you  certainly 
would  get  a  good  profit  from  doing  so. 


A  Few  Feed  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— Do  you  advise  feeding  cabbage,  and  in 
what  way,  and  how  much,  and  how  often,  to  laying 
hens  ? 

2d.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  give  salt  largely  in 
their  food? 

od.  Do  you  think  that  potatoes  should  be  fed  to 
laying  hens,  and  if  so,  what  quantity  would  be  right 
to  feed  •>  H.  C. 

Southampton,  Mass. 

If  the  house  is  a  warm  one,  so  that  cabbage 
would  not  readily  freeze,  it  is  a  very  good  plan 
to  always  have  a  head  hanging  up  so  the  fowls 
c:in  help  themselves  at  will. 

2d.  One  ounce  of  salt  to  one  hundred  hens, 
daily,  is  about  the  proper  allowance. 

3d.  A  pint  of  mashed  boiled  potatoes  mixed 
with  a  pint  of  ground  grain,  each  morning, 
makes  an  excellent  way  for  feeding  them. 
We  make  potatoes  a  part  of  the  morning 
ration  for  our  fowls  during  winter. 


Hen  Bleeding  to  Death,  and  Fggs  in  Octo- 
ber and  November. 

Mr.  Editor:— Can  you  tell  me  the  cause  of  a  hen 
bleeding  to  death  at  the  mouth  in  one  night?  Two 
have  done  this  within  a  week,  after  going  to  roost ; 
were  apparently  well  the  night  before. 

In  November  loth  F.-P.,  in  your  reply  to  F.  M.  B., 
Vermontville,  Mich.,  you  say  he  cannot  obtain  many 
eggs  in  October  or  November,  no  matter  how  well  he 
works  it,  as  the  old  hens  are  resting  on  account  of 
the  moult,  and  the  pullets  are  just  beginning  to  lay, 
and  their  yield  is  small.  Being  a  Yankee  I  would  like 
to  ask  a  question  or  two. 

Cannot  these  pullets,  if  hatched  in  early  March,  by 
Incubators,  and  fed  on  wheat  and  other  egg  producing 
foods,  and  kept  scratching  for  the  lai-ger  part  of  their 
food,  be  made  to  lay  by  September,  so  that  in  Octo- 
ber they  can  be  fairly  well  started?  If  the  pullets  are 
laying  by  the  middle  of  September,  will  they  be  likely 
to  moult  with  the  old  fowls?  Cannot  an  average  of 
three  eggs  per  week  be  obtained  from  well  bred  and 
well  taken  care  of  White  Leghorn  pullets  at  (hat  time 
(October  or  November) ,  as  per  above  conditions  ?  Is 
it  possible  to  obtain  two  hundred  eggs  a  year  by  good 
care  and  good  feeding,  not  only  from  White  Leghorns, 
but  from  Light  Brahmas,  White  P.  Rocks  and  White 
Wyandottes  ?  Is  not  two  hundred  eggs  a  year  a  pretty 
high  standard,  and  wouldn't  it  be  next  to  impossible 
to  go  above  it  as  an  average  ? 

Would  not  pure  blood  Brahmas  be  as  good  as  a 
Brahma-Leghorn  cross,  provided  an  unrelated  cock- 
erel was  used  regularly  in  the  breeding?    W.  H.  T. 

Everett,  Mass. 

We  have  never  seen  a  case  of  a  hen  bleeding 
to  death  at  the  mouth,  and  would  think  it 
probable  that  it  vi'as  caused  by  the  bursting 
of  a  blood  vessel,  similar  to  hemorrhages  in 
human  beings.  It  might  be  caused  by  a  bird 
being  overfat,and  the  blood  vessels  weakened 
thereby;  or  it  might  be  delicate  through 
inbreeding. 

Our  answer  to  F.  M.  B.  was  based  upon 
general  principles. 

If  Leghorn  pullets  are  hatched  in  March 
they  will  probably  lay  by  August  1st,  and 


then  will  moult  in  the  fall.  They  might  lay 
through  October  or  November.  There  are 
many  oi  these  egg  questions  which  are  the- 
ories only.  We  doubt  if  any  careful  experi- 
ment has  ever  been  tried  upon  them. 

We  believe  it  is  possible  to  obtain  an  aver- 
age of  two  hundred  eggs  a  year  by  breeding 
from  selected  layers,  and  good  care.  Whether 
it  can  be  done  with  Light  Brahmas,  is  a  con- 
siderable problem,  as  you  will  see  if  you  read 
Mr.  Felch's  "  Protest,"  on  page  379,  Nov.  1st 
F.-P. 

The  egg  production  of  the  Light  Brahmas 
has  no  doubt  been  bred  out  of  them  by 
"  fancy  "  breeding.  With  White  Leghorns, 
White  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes,  we 
believe  it  would  be  easily  possible  to  breed 
stock  for  egg  production  which  would  average 
two  hundred  eggs  apiece  in  a  year  or  better. 

No,  we  think  a  pure  bred  Brahma  would 
not  be  as  good  as  a  Brahma-Leghorn  cross, 
for  this  reason  :  The  Brahma  in  not  naturally 
an  active  bird;  the  Leghorn  is  preeminently 
so.  Hence,  a  crossing  of  Leghorn  blood  into 
the  Brahma  gives  greater  activity,  increases 
the  animal  vigor,  and  consequently  increases 
the  egg  production.  That  is  the  nature  of  a 
first  cross,  always.  Nearly  as  good  an  effect 
can  be  produced  by  bree<ling  pure  bred  stock 
//you  can  get  an  absolutely  unrelated  male; 
but  there  is  more  or  less  relation  between  all 
the  Light  Brahmas;  hence,  a  fraction  of  the 
evil  of  inbreeding  is  always  present. 


Best  Breeds  for  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor:— Wliat  are  the  best  breeds  of' chickens 
for  laying? 

2d.  How  many  should  a  man  have  in  order  to  have 
them  lay  thirty  dozen  eggs  per  day  ? 

3d.  How  much  land  is  necessary  for  pasture  and  to 
grow  feed  for  them  ?  A.  H. 

Mountain  Home,  Idaho. 

If  eggs  only  are  your  consideration  the 
Mediterranean  breeds.  Leghorns  and  Minor- 
cas,  are  what  you  want.  They  are  universally 
considered  to  be  the  best  layers. 

2d.  That  is  a  pretty  large  question.  Do 
you  mean  thirty  dozen  eggs  a  day  every  one 
of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in 
the  year?  It  would  be  impossible  te  get  fowls 
to  do  that,  for  the  reason  that  they  lay  many 
more  in  the  spring  months  than  they  do  at  other 
seasons;  and  while  six  or  seven  hundred  birds 
would  lay  thirty  dozen  eggs  a  day  in  March 
and  April,  it  would  take  three  or  four  times 
that  number  to  produce  thirty  dozen  eggs  a 
day  in  Ootolier  and  November.  Then  again, 
much  would  depend  upon  how  you  kept  your 
fowls.  We  believe  fowls  can  be  made  to  lay 
two  hundred  eggs  apiece  in  a  year;  but  espe- 
cially good  care  has  got  to  be  given  them  to 
have  them  do  that.  If  you  had  fowls  that  laid 
one  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  apiece  in  a  year, 
eight  bundled  and  seventy-six  fowls  would 
give  you  186,400  eggs  in  a  year,  which  is  an 
average  of  thirty  dozen  a  day. 

3d.  We  canuot  tell  how  much  land  would 
be  required  to  raise  the  food  for  that  number, 
without  knowing  how  much  grain  can  be 
produced  on  an  acre  of  land  in  your  section. 
It  would  require  about  three  acres  of  land  for 
houses  and  yards  for  that  number  of  birds  in 
this  country,  and  fifteen  to  twenty  acres  to 
raise  the  chickens  on  to  reproduce  each  year 
that  laying  stock. 


Tlie  Combination  Show. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  the  coming  show  at  Mechanics 
Building,  in  .lanuary  be  a  fancy  pigeon  show,  or 
varied  with  market  specimens?  L.  E.  P. 

Sloughton,  Mass. 

We  hope  to  see  a  display  of  market  speci- 
mens, and  tiave  so  advised  the  managers.  We 
have  no  doubt  such  a  display  will  meet  their 
approval.  Breeders  of  market  stock  have  not 
shown  much  spirit  in  the  direction  of  exhibit- 
ing their  products,  although  there  has  been 
greater  progress  yearly  in  this  direction  than 
any  other;  and  if  those  pai  ties  who  have  good 
stock  will  come  together  and  exhibit  it,  minus 
any  antagonistic  spirit,  thus  introducing  in  a 
manly  and  business  way  their  specimens  and 
interests,  managers  of  every  exhibition  will 
seek  such  exhibits,  and  visitors  will  go  home 
and  dream  of  the  probable  deliciousness  of 
such  specimens  in  potted  pigeon  or  pie.  New 
England  has  some  of  the  best  market  stock  in 
the  country,  and  a  libera  display  would  most 
certainly  be  productive  of  results  obtainable 
in  no  other  way.  There  will  no  doubt  be  a 
very  large  entry  of  fancy  va-rieties,  and  the 
Homers  should  be  there  in  full  force. 


Virgin  Hens  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  Farm- 
POULTUY,  and  while  t  have  learned  much  from  it  I 
am  still  undecided  on  one  point,  which  I  ask  you  to 
explain.  Is  it  possible  for  a  hen  that  never  saw  a 
male  bird  to  continue  laying  eggs?  I  know  that  pul- 
lets will  lay  for  awhile,  but  after  they  once  slop  on 
account  of  moulting  or  becoming  broody,  some  will 
start  to  lay  soft-shelled  eggs,  others  will  not  lay  any 
more.  This  has  been  my  experience  keeping  hens 
without  a  male,  which  I  tried  merely  for  an  experi- 
ment for  over  a  year.  I  recently  killed  one  heu  which 
never  saw-  a  male,  also  one  hen  which  has  not  been 
with  a  male  for  six  months.  In  both  cases  the  egg 
cluster  and  egg  passages  were  dried  up.  Neither  of 
these  had  laid  an  egg  since  they  came  off  their  nests 
with  their  chicks,  about  five  months  before. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  C.  F.  S. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  experiments  upon 
this  theory,  but  believe  the  theory  untenable, 
and  if  there  is  barrenness  in  fowls  which  have 
once  laid,  that  barrenness  is  not  at  all  due  to 
there  being  no  male  with  them;  but  is  due  to 
some  other  cause.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
by  the  experiments  at  the  New  York  agri- 
cultural experiment  station  lhat  pullets  will 
lay  earlier  and  lay  better  without  the  atten- 
tions of  the  male  bird;  and  the  same  result 
would  unquestionably  apply  with  hens  which 
had,  or  had  not  had,  the  attentions  of  a  male 
bird.  We  have  hens  laying  vigorously  that 
have  not  had  the  male  bird  in  the  pen  for 
months.  We  have  one  pen  of  hens  that  are 
not  laying  at  all,  although  they  have  the  male 
bird  with  them  all  right.  Obviously,  in  this 
case  as  many  others,  the  male  bird  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  egg  production. 


A  Cross  on  Light  Brahmas. 

Mr.  Editor;— I  have  a  nice  flock  of  Light  Brahma 
hens  and  pullets,  and  wish  to  know  what  breed  of 
rooster  to  cross  them  with  to  increase  their  laying 
qualities;  also  how  I  shall  proceed  after  the  first 
cross?  E.  D.  C. 

Danielsou,  Conn. 

We  would  recommend  a  White  Wyandotte 
male  to  cross  on  Light  Brahmas,  and  from 
our  experience  can  say  that  you  will  get  most 
excellent  layers  from  that  cross.  For  points 
as  to  subsequent  procetkire,  see  "  While 
Wyandotte-Brahma  Cross,"  in  this  number. 

ENCOURAGEMENT 

ADVERTISERS. 

Very  many  Faem-Poultky  readers  have 
just  as  good  stock  as  the  majority  exhibited  at 
the  large  shows  this  winter.  They  can  just  as 
well  sell  breeding"  pens  or  young  stock  at  a 
good  price,  as  other  breeders. 

To  encourage  such  we  will  insert  in  Farm- 
POCLTRY  classified  ads  in  the  Buyers'  Direc- 
tory for  25c.  per  line.  The  regular  price  for 
such  space  is  30  cents  per  line. 

You  can  get  about  seven  ordinary  words 
into  a  line. 

Make  a  beginning  now.  Many  of  our  large 
advertisers  commenced  small,  but  do  not  now 
hesitate  to  use  one,  two  or  more  inches  every 
issue.  Get  our  readers  familiar  with  your 
name  and  stock  by  advertising  the  same, 
and  thus  add  to  the  profits  of  your  poultry 
business. 

Send  copy  and  cash  with  order  to 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  and  Marketmen. 

OUR  BEQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  when  wriling  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
Another  is  i/yoK  asA"  them  questions,  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mea?i  business. 
Remember,  *^  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  tha?i 
vinegar, "  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A  BARGAIN.  Choice  cockerels,  Wyckoff  Leghorns, 
York  ISrah.,  price  S2.  C.  B.  Travis,  Brighton,  Mass. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.  S.  C.  While  Leg- 
horns, K.  C.  Brown  Legiiorns.  Silver  Spangled 
Haniburgs,  Light  Brahmas,  Silver  Wyandottes, 
B.  P.  Rocks,  Pekin  Uucks.  Send  for  circular. 
Fowls  at  all  times,  and  eggs  in  season. 

AT  LOW  PRICES.  Black  Langshaus,  bred  from 
9.5^  point  winners.  Also  White  and  Bar.  Rocks, 
Rose  and  S.C.  Brown  Legs.,  Bl.  Minorcas,  Hunter. 
White  Wyandotte,  Duslbn.  Belgian  Hares.  We 
win  IstsatNew  York.  W.W.  Kulp,  Pottstown.Pa. 

BARRED  and  W.  P.  Rocks  exclusively.  Stock  all 
disposedof.  Nextconieeggsforhatching  fn-niniy 
best  matings,Sl.S0forl3;  $2..50for26;  for  inc  uli,itiir 
use,S5  for  100;  $3  for  50.  Motto,  the  Golden  Rule. 
Evergreen  Pt.  Yds.  H.  J.  Curtis,  Red-Hook-on- 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 


BLACK  Laagshans,  Kri.wii  l,i  ;;liiii  ns,  I'lvm,  Rocks. 
W.  Wy'tesandl'.  Uuuki.  ciil;i|i.  K.lward  .McLaugh- 
lin, T>  ngsboro,  Mas^.    t'  <.i  iiiLi  l>  Methueu,  Mass. 

BLACK  Minorca  hens,  SI  ea.;  pitllets,  S1.2o;  cock'ls, 
81  and  $2  each.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

BROWN  Leghorns.  Cir.  L.  W.  Curtis,  Brewer,  Me. 

BUFF  Cochins.  Superior  stock,  strong Iiealthy  birds, 
large  size;  heavy  leg  aud  toe  feathering.  Wiiite 
AVyand.:  vigorous  and  liard\' ;  great  layers.  (Jrder 
early.  Prices  right.  £  E.  IJaiuuni,  Norwalk,  Conn. 

BUFF.Laced  andW.  Wyaii.;  Huir.Br.and  W.Leg.; 
Butt;  Br.  aud  W.  P.  Rock;, ;  Minorcas,  (,'.  1.  Games, 
Buft"  aud  W.  I.  Giniies  and  P.  Ducks,  cheap  this 
■  month ;  cir.  f r.  Lewis  C  Bealty,  Washington,  N.  J. 

BUFFLEG"HORNS,  Shepherd  and  Arnold  strains 
direct.  Choice  cockerels  at  reasonable  prices  for 
quality.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

CLOSING  out  entire  stock  B.  P.  Rocks,  White  Leg. 
at  low  prices.   J.  A.  Shineman,  Canajoharie,  N.  \  . 

C.  INDIAN  Games  large  size,  early  hatched;  cock'ls 
and  pullets  from  large  double  laced  prize  winners. 
Full  Agitators  S2  to  $-5  each.  Eggs  iu  season  Write 
for  circular.    W.  B.  Megear,  bniyrna,  Del. 

FOB  SALE  B.  P.  Rock  and  R.  C.  B.  Leghorn  cock- 
erels, Pekin  drakes.  VernonChase,  Reading,  Mass. 

GOLDEN  and  Buff  Wyaud.  aud  White  Wonders, 
males  and  females.  Cockerels,  tine  ones  for  breed- 
ing; low  priced  ones  for  crossing,  that  are  nice. 
Write  wants  as  near  as  you  can.  stamp  if  handy. 
F.  S.  Xenney,  Box5,  Pete)  boro,lS'.  H. 

GOLDEN  WYANDOTTES,  from  my  high  scor- 
ing winners.  Ready  to  ship  Oct.  1st.  See  Silver 
Wyandotte  advt.   John  C.  Jodrey,Danvers,  Mass. 

HAWKINS  and  Orrocco  Barred  Rocks.  Extra  fine 
birds,  SI  to  $2  each.  White  Wyandottes,  $3.50  for 
trio.  Jno.  L.  Watson,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

HOUDANc'k'ls.  L.  H.  Burpee,  Box 8,  Dublin, N.H. 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  and  B.  Leghorn  cock'ls  aad 
pullets  for  breeding  or  exhibition.  Grand  birds  8 
toi:jlbs.,  dark  (lights,  line  hackles,  heavy  leath- 
ered legs.  N.  P.  Brown,  Westboro,  Mass. 

100  EGGS  S4;  200  eggs  S7;  300  eggs  SIO,  from  pure 
Barred  Ply.  Rocks.  Choice  cockerels  $1  each. 
Emanuel  Schieber,  Brandywine,  Ohio. 

PEKIN  Drakes,  .50  monster  birds  raised  from  10  to 
12  lb.  ducks.  N.  P.  Brown,  A\  estboro,  Mass. 

POULTR>Y  aud  eggs  on  commission.  Geo.  E.  How- 
ell, 4o4J*Jew  Market  St.,  Phila.,  Pa.  Market  reports. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialtv  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolph,  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

ROSEDALE  FARM.  While  Wyandotte  cock'ls, 
Knapp  Bros..  Hawkins  strain,  exti'enjely  white, 
vigorous,  farm  raised  birds.  S2  to  $3.50;  also  line 
year  old  Barred  P.  R.  cock,  scored  as  cockerel  by 
Felch  92J,  S3.  3  pullet  breeding  cockerels,  E.  B. 
Thompson's  "Ringlet  strain,"  S2  each.  J.  H. 
Thompson,  13  Emerson  St.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

SILVER  WYANDOTTES.  Highest  awards  at 
Boston,  '96,  aud  elsewhere.  400  chicks,  in  lots  to 
suit.  Order  choice  Ijirds  now,  14  years  a  breeder 
of  Silvers.  John  C.  Jodrey,  Danvers,  Mass. 

WANTED,  200  laying  hens  and  cocks.  State  price, 
breed,  and  how  many  you  have.  M  m.  Haunian, 
P.  O.  Box  3,  Altooua,  Pa. 

WH«ITEandB.  P.  Rock  cockerels  for  breeding  or 
exliibition,  7  to  10§  lbs.;  fine  combs,  deep  yellow 
legs  and  beaks.  A  few  ]>ultels.  America's  leading 
strains.  N.P.Brown,  Westboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  FACE  Black  Spanish,  32  years.  Circular 
and  phiz  free.   J.Bennett,  Sunman,  Ind. 

WHITE  P.  Rocks,  Empire  str.,  .50  early  hatched  farm 
raised  cockerels,  weight  about  8  lbs.,  $2ea.  Also  few 
fine  pullets.   Geo.  A.  Iliu ibert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  Wyandottes,  Ur.  ge  dark  egg  prolitic  laying 
strain:  a  tew  jiultets  and  150  tine  cockerels  forsale. 
Narragansett  turke\  s,  a  lai-geln  altliA-  thick  for  sale 
at  reasonable  prices.  W.E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

:  WHITE  WYANDOTTES.  50  early  liatched  farm 
raised  cockerels.  If  you  want  a  good  bird  at  reason- 
able price  write.   Geo.  A.  Hurlbert.  Cuyler.ii.  Y'. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  exclusivelv.  Brownegg 
strain.  Fowisbred  forpractical  purposes:  eggs,  SI 

§er  13;  incubator  eggs,  S5  per  100.  Stock  in  season, 
at.  guar'd.   P.  D.  White.  Jiorth  Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  cockerels  for  chicks, 
breeding  from  stock  that  won  first  prizes  Wor- 
cester. 95 ;  Boston,  New  Y  ork,  '95  and  '96,  S2  to  $4 ; 
eggs,  S3  per  13.  J.  S.  Gates,  Westboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  AVyandottes,  Manmioth  brown  egg  strain, 
Elegant  early  liatched  cockerels.    Some  special 
bargains  at  low  prices.    Orders  taken  nf)w  for 
eggs  for  hatching.  Rush  Vaoghan.  Woodstock,  Vt. 
THIRD  YEARr<)l'  .s{:<X'KSS^ 
Mr.  Sampson:  —Sept.,  1895,  h  Ik  n  I  r<iiiiinenced  using 
your  method  of  feedmg  hens  for  eggs,  I  had  a  flock  of 
three  year  old  hens.   In  a  few  A\  eeks  tbcv  began  to 
lay,  and  they  never  laid  so  many  eggs  through  a  winter 
before,  and  are  still  doing  linely,  1  am  well  pleased 
with  tlie  result. 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Winsor,  Duxburv,  Mass. 
Sampson's  Method  of  Feeding  Hens  for  Eggs  may 
be  obtained  for  SI  of  the  originator  and  owner, 

O.  F.  SAMPSON, 
Pine  Grove  Poultry  Farm,  Marsbfield,  Mass. 


cost  S2  per  13.  See 
what  the  customer 
writes:  ''I  ha^e  a 
cockerel  hatched 
from    the  eggs  I 
s  the  tinest  I  ever  saw. 
iider  him  worth  $10." 
Dr.  R.  T.  Del^1_N0.  Waltbam,  .Mass. 

are  all  right,  and 
we  have  them 
large,  handsome 
andhe:illbv.  Why 
doti".  7/on  <ii'der  of 
us?  Others  do,  and  are  pleased.   Itather  show 
the  birds  than  not,  f  you'll  only  call.   Write  if 
you  can't  call. 

will  be  reasonable, 
an  d  :iccording  to 
the  njerit  of  tlu^ 
liird,  from  S2  up. 
Ttarj.ain  in  a  pen 
of  3  pullets  and  cockerel  for  SIO.   Don't  wait  if 
you  want  any,  as  they  are  going. 
We  are  also  increasing  our  trade  rapidly  in 

Poultry  Printing, 

and  they  do  say  that  we  know  Imw  to  ninke  tliG 
cuts  look  nice.  250  No.  6  envelopes,  ynd  note 
heads  for  same,  delivered  in  the  U.S.  for  S!2.  V,\ 
are  to  \i\''mt  LamberVs  Pointers  (40,000)  this  year. 

FRED.  HALLETT  &  CO., 

Yarmouthport,  Mass. 


THE  EGGS 

bought  of  von  that  I  think  is 
»  ♦  *  Think  vou  would  consii 
Dr.  R.  T.  Del^i_ni 

THE  BIRDS 

lis?  Others  do.  and  are  ple;i 
tlie  hirds  than  nut,  f  you'll  < 
vou  cau't  call. 

THE  PRICE 


1897 


F^RM=  POULTRY 


Ifi 


Bnin  Trouble  and  CrtMiked  Tail. 

Mr.  V  '  ■  r  -  ;  -  ikos  Ills  hca.l 

a:.  1        > ,»        V  n  ise  he  swius 

tv' .-^  a  .  . — .i  -earn!  cure? 

Al.  1  a:>o  have  i  c*.vk  i%  Uu-U  uicl  n  iih  «a  accident  a 
few  wwts  JMT^*,  and  carries  his  tail  1o  one  side.  Will 
it  burl  him  to  breed  from?  It  was  all  str*i$:liiuuiil  a 
few  wreks:^^1.  B.  A.  U. 

Bunion  Ceuier.  Me, 

Tbe  cock  ibat  shakes  bis  bead  bas  a  I'rsiii 
affection,  and  i\  may  not  burt  biiu.  "We  bave 
baJ  ma)e  birJ$  afllicteJ  in  a  like  uianuer,  and 
yet  tbey  were  all  right  for  breeding. 

9U.  If  you  buve  anotberbird  that  you  could 
use,  we  sUonld  not  use  ibe  cock  for  breedini; 
tb.tt  met  witli  :in  accident,  and  now  carries 
bis  Liil  to  one  side.  Imperfections  and 
iujuries  are  often  Inuismitted  to  the  young 
s4ock,  and  we  ctuinot  be  too  careful  in  tbis 
particular  when  muting'. 


Duck  Questions. 

Mr.  F.  i.:or;  —  Will  YOU  please  (cive  some  ul^^^^K  li"IlS 
fur  a  duck  hoas<*  and  nesis  fur  ab*>ut  twelve  I'ekin 
ducks?  AlH>ut  ln'W  uiaiiv  U-vl  wide  aud  K'ii;r  sh-'Uid 
il  l-e?  What  kind  of  nesls,  and  liow  should  tlay  he 
arranged?  I  never  kept  any  ducks  before,  so  kmiw 
nothing  about  them.  F.  B.  C. 

BinuiDgham,  Ala. 

Any  style  house  will  do  for  ducks.  A  pen 
say  five  feet  high  in  frout,  and  three  feet  in 
tbe  rear,  with  a  window  in  tbe  front,  will 
make  a  good  house.  The  floor  space  should 
be  not  less  than  6x6  feet  for  twelve  ducks, 
but  twice  that  amount  would  sive*  better 
satisfaction.  Pucks,  like  poultry  gener.illy, 
do  better  with  plenty  of  room  than  when 
crowded;  besides,  a  crowded  pen  of  ducks 
jfives  a  suffoi-aliiig  beat  in  the  bouse,  unless 
there  is  some  good  plan  for  ventilation. 

Xo  nests  are  rciiuircd.  The  floor  of  the 
house  must  be  heavily  bedded  with  soft  hay, 
and  tbe  ducks  will  make  their  nests  in  that. 

The  book,  '-Profitable  Poultry  Farming." 
which  we  will  send  for  twenty-five  cents, 
gives  a  lot  of  valuable  information  on  duck 
culture. 


Food  for  Ducklings. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Last  July  I  had  some  young  ducks 
three  or  four  weeks  old,  and  some  of  them  became 
'ame  and  could  not  walk.  Several  died.  What  was 
■  .'■  i-.atier?  1  fed  corn  meal, ami  they  had  a  ran  of 

'  ,:..le  farm  of  eighty  acres.  What  would  have 
•  •  :i  the  treatujent.  aud  what  is  tlie  best  f«H»d  for 
yi>uucducks?  O.  D.  S. 

DewliiTille,  X.  T. 

Our  correspondent  does  not  say  if  tbe  young 
ducks  were  with  a  heu  or  not.  When  hens 
are  used  for  brooding  ducklings,  the  former 
should  be  shut  up  iu  a  small  yard,  with  places 
large  enough  for  the  ducklings  to  get  out  if 
desired.  We  lost  quite  a  number  of  young  by 
allowing  the  mother  hen  freedom  in  tbe 
range.  A  ben  will  be  always  on  tbe  go  aud 
fussy,  and  the  ducklings  are  hardly  able  to 
waddle  after  her.  The  consequence  is  tbey 
get  weak  in  the  legs.  After  that  experience 
we  raised  all  our  ducklings  ourselves,  provid- 
ing a  warm  place  for  them  at  night. 

If  our  correspondent  did  not  use  the  ben 
for  brooding  then  the  fault  must  lie  in  the 
food,  and  that  probably  Is  the  case.  Corn 
meal  alone  will  not  do  for  any  kind  of  poultry. 

James  Rankin  says  the  best  food  he  ever 
found  for  young  ducklings  is  one  part  of  hard 
boiled  egg  (he  uses  the  infertile  egss  tested 
from  his  inculr.itors)  and  three  parts  stale 
breadcrumbs,  the  first  three  or  four  days; 
after  that  equal  parts  of  wheat  bran,  corn 
meal,  boiled  potatoes,  with  a  little  beef  scraps 
thrown  in. 

A.  J.  Hallock,  who  has  the  largest  ranch  on 
Long  Island,  feeds  equal  parts  of  corn  meal, 
middlings,  at^d  crackers  or  stale  bread,  and 
green  food,  the  first  week.  Into  this  he  puts 
a  small  handful  of  sand  to  every  quart  of  the 
food.  Bread,  soaked  with  milk,  is  sometimes 
given  for  a  change.  Xo  milk  is  given  to  drink, 
as  tbey  get  it  in  their  feathers,  which  makes 
them  sticky  and  easily  pulled  out.  The 
second  week  the  following  composition  is 
given:  Four  parts  corn  meal,  two  parts  bran, 
two  parts  middlings,  one  part  beef  scraps, 
and  about  tbe  same  quantity  of  sand  as  is 
given  the  first  week.  The  above  is  mixed 
with  about  one-third  of  the  quantity  of  green 
stuff. 


Inherited  Crooked  Breast  Bones. 
Mr.  Editor: — I  liave  raised  <^uite  a  number  of 
Wyandotte  cockerels  this  summer,  which  have 
roosted  in  coops,  not  ou  x>erclies.  and  I  find  quite  a 
number  with  cro4>kcd  breast  b<»nes.  Can  you  lell  me 
whether  this  comes  from  an  ancesUfr  havinff  sucii  a 
breast,  or  Is  It  the  weight  of  Hj^  blPed  ftod  Hie  way 
{llf  y  n-f'rl  ? 


Would  a  cockerel  with  a  crooked  breast  bone  be  a 
desirable  one  lo  breed  from,  provided  he  was  fine  iu 
all  other  points?  W.  S.  P. 

Hermantown,  Pa. 

Crooked  breast  bones  generally  come  to 
young  stock  by  early  roosting.  As  tbe  birds 
belonging  to  our  correspondent  did  not  roost, 
it  must  bave  been  inherited  from  the  parent 
stock.  We  certainly  should  not  use  such 
birds  for  breeding  purposes,  as  deformities 
are  always  apt  to  be  inherited  by  the  otl- 
spring. 

Lewis  Wright  says  that  young  fowls  with 
depressed  breast  bones  are  apt'to  be  victims 
of  indigestion,  which  is  another  thing  that 
must  be  looked  after.  Avoia  anything  that 
will  be  a  blow  at  the  constitution. 


Overstiiiiulatiiig  tlie  Stock. 

Mr. Editor:— A  disease  which  I  cannot  understand 
has  made  Its  api>earauce  amon^  iny  chickens.  The 
first  symptom  is  a  slight  droopinjj  iif  one  wing,  or  a 
lameness  of  one  les.  The  leg  dra^s  or  spreads  out 
sidewtse.  The  trouble  seems  to  be  in  tlic  Joint  nearest 
the  body.  The  chicken  finally  loses  all  control  of  one 
side,  and  dies.  It  eats  greedily  uutil  the  last,  though 
as  thin  as  possible. 

The  first  ones  attacketl  were  about  three  months 
oid ;  now  some  of  the  others.  They  are  Leghorns, 
ami  not  overfat.  The  food  I  gave  for  the  first  si.x 
weeks  consisted  of  one  part  bran,  two  parts  corn 
meal,  two  parts  flue  midiilings,  one  part  boiled  beef 
aud  bone,  pepijer.  salt,  and  a  little  charcoal.  This 
mixture  was  liaketl  and  fed  four  times  and  then  twice 
a  ilay,  with  pin  bead  oatmeal  or  wheat  as  a  change. 
They  also  had  sweet  milk,  plenty  of  green  food,  and 
mica  grit  always  before  thcni. 

After  six  w  eeks  the  mash  was  fed  twice  a  day  with- 
out tlieB.  B.  B..  but  not  baked;  with  gr-iiu— oats  or 
wlieal,  and  sometimes  cracked  corn  at  night.  Grit 
always  before  them,  and  they  have  a  run  of  lea  acres. 
I>arlly  wo'  >dland.  Tlic  houses  are  large,  light  and  dry . 

So  far  as  I  can  see  no  lice  e.xist  either  on  the  birds, 
or  iti  Uie  hotises.  The  pens  are  cleaned  often,  and 
plenty  of  kerosene  useti  with  wliitew-ash.  Tlie  chick- 
ens have  iK-eu  raised  in  the  same  brooders  1  used  for 
two  years  with  the  greatest  success.  Tliey  roost  on 
the  floor,  and  though  there  is  plenty  of  room,  they  all 
huddle  in  one  corner.  There  are  not  over  tifly  in  <iiie 
house.  Mrs.  W.  L. 

Englewood,  If.  J. 

The  trouble,  we  believe  is  due  to  over- 
stimulation. Pepper  should  not  be  given  at 
all,  and  there  should  be  less  corn  meal  and 
meat  scraps,  especially  while  the  chicks  are 
very  young.  This  heavy  feeding  in  the  start 
is  what  developed  into  liver  troubles  later  on. 

Iu  starling  to  grow  chicks,  especially  when 
they  are  to  be  retained  forbreeding  purposes, 
the  first  object  should  be  to  grow  the  frame 
(bone  and  muscle).  Such  articles  as  bran, 
oatmeal,  bone  meal,  and  any  food  that  is  not 
so  fattening,  should  more  or  less,  constitute 
the  bill  of  fare.  It  will  be  good  to  add  a  little 
com  meal  and  some  meat  scraps  to  give  a 
variety,  but  the  bulk  of  it  must  be  other  than 
fattening  food.  F:ittcniiig  food  is  sfimulating 
food,  and  it  is  plain  that  our  correspondent 
bas  been  "innocently  guilty"  of  bringing 
about  the  disaster. 


Buyers'  Directory. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMESTS  oult/  trill  be 
printed  under  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containiuff  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  trord  orname  allotced;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  ths 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  trishes;  all  space 
used  except  classified  headline^  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  priceper  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  tcill  be  changed  often  as  desir'td; 
about  seven  ordinary  tcords  will  make  a  line;  all piartt 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  vill  he 
nged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  "business  directory." 


ANDALUSIANS. 


BCKNS11>K  -train  B.  Ari'lulusian-;  are  stroiitr  and 


BANTAMS. 


8 


VARIKTIES  "t  liHiit;iiii-,;a  few  at  $l.jneacli  lo 
iner 

W.  W.  Cl.iugh.  Medw  av.  .Mass. 


close  out.   Ijood  lair  Idi'ds  from  superior  stock. 


C^LOUGH  S  Bantam  Book  describes  all  varieties. 
W.  W.  riough.  Publisher.  Me.lway.  Mass. 


BICYCLE. 


^  Fowler  hicvcle,  nearlv  new,  per.  order. lat. 
»!?JL±0    iriipiove.."$JJ.  \V..I.Kilts.Slilforil.  X.  Y. 

BONE  CUTTERS. 

ri^WOUAISV  lioue  cutlers  used  but  little,  $Sea. 
J_  T.  H.  Taylor.  .Jr..  Plainlielii.  N.  .1. 


BRAHMAS. 


B.AKGAINS  ill  I.I.  HiahV.  hi  <  aiiM-cr..wcled.  .Mole 
thanav.  num.  e>f^-  iiat.   \       ^t'.t  k.  Fi  li  li.  .\uto- 
crat.  Full  ped.  I..E.  Holt.  H  itrlil  'l  Ma..  \V.  Ii...\..  .Mass. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

FOKS.\LK-II"u.lans.  H.  C.  B.  l.et'liorn~. 
 .7.  H.  spangU  r.  Meclianicsluirg.  Pa. 

FOK  SALK— -\nice  lol  of  (Single  Comli  Urown 
Legiiorn  roosteiv;  also  >onK-  H.  I".  I!"cks.  and 
fonie  pullets  which  are  laying  now.   Write  for  prices, 

.  C.HwHttftB,  WwciMiisSi 


M 


RS.  CHAS.  JONES,  Paw  Paw,  III.,  breeds 
IVkin  Ducks,  lironze  Turkeys.  H:iricd  Uoeks. 


NEST  ECCS. 


1:'I>'K  1..  IS.  cockciel>.  Si  lo        1  H.  focli.  cockerel 
scored  ■■'  >j.  »4.  H.  Kkckiur.  lliyli  Bridge,  N.J. 
lOK.'S.lLJi.  ■.')  choice  S.  ('.  Uron  n  Leghorn  cock- 
ercls.  0  choice  S.  C.  \\  hile  Leghorns,  5  choice 
liuITLiegliorns.  5  choice  White  Wyandotles.  Also  a 
few  trios  of  .A.  1  S.  C.  Brown  Legliorns. 

Thos.  l".cr,  Fairfield,  N..I. 


LACK  Miuorcas,  Ganieaiid  t.'och.  ll;iiilaiiis.  l  a'. 
free.  Woodcleft  Poultry  Yards.  Fr.  i  |...rl.  N.^  . 

M.\.M>H>TH  Wli.  llolLHul  r  k'\?.  W.Lug.cock- 
'U.  >_  ir.  f  I  CC.  MuMli  y  W  Kennedy.  N.Y. 

C~  tOl'K'I.S.  Felch.Mi;!"  .  It.  illiii-.  lirah's.  B't  sir's  HI. 
'  Lang  >.  Mrs,  l{i^l.^l^.  T-i  l  iai  k-c.ii  SI.,  llor..  Mass. 
ri'^ilOHOl  GU  KK'i)  \\  .  \\  v.aud  W.I'.  Hk  c'k'ls, 
X    SI.      Sic.  Wi  cks  A  Thompson,  iVliTlKiro.  X.  1 1 . 

C'  ^     \y.  H.VKKINGTO.N.  H;uford  MilU,  N.  y'. 
-  «    FinenullJ..  li.lM:.  s^o.  k  tor  sule.i»l  ea.  Wr. 

Bl  FFlDt  »ll>"  li.VXT.V.ll.N,  l.cgiiorns.UoUlm 
I'olish,  li.  Mlnorcas.S.  S.  llainl.uigs.l.t. Brail's. 
Terms,  etc..     Frank  Myers.  H.ix  1177,  Frccporl,  111. 

T'^KKV  CHOICE  Wh.  W  \  aiMh.tle.  B'l  1".  Hock.  It. 
1.  Itcd  or  BucksCounU  c'k  l-.  Vcrv  good  stock, 
$1  and  Sl.;iU  each.     Geo.  ('■  Chase,  T'.\l>ri<ige.  ilass. 

SS.  H.\M15l-KGS,  and  Ko>c(  .Hill)  While  Lcg- 
•  horns,  $5  a  trio.  Single  Comh  Br.  Leghorns, 
cock'ls,  S'2  ea. ;  hens.  SI  and  i  ea.  1!1  k  Minorcas.c'k  is 
$•2  and  $:iea. ;  hens, Sl.Jii  ami  S  iea.  li.  I'.  H'ks.c'k'ls,  S2 
Soea.;  hens,  Sl.oO,  $'2  ea.  Nid  inbred.  Fine  s]icc  iis. 
 ■].  C.  Scliiiii.lt  &  Co..  lio.x  '.'4.  Bristol.  I'a. 

CLOVER  HAY. 

CL.KA>  (-  Ut  Clover  ready  lor  use.  Woodliid  Farm, 
 ^ilaiion  A'.  I'liiladetplda.  Vi\. 

(~  1LOVKK  KOWKN,  liuecut.  ?:F|H  rcwt. 
 Krank  E.  Hardy.  Bradford,  A't. 

COCHINS. 

1>AK.  COCHIN  and  Lt.  Urahnia  cock'ls.  Also 
i*ar.  <.  ocli.  pullets.  Choice  slock. 
M  iss  F.  .1 .  Piper.  ;>S4  Merrim'ac  ^t..  Xewburyporl.  Mass. 


DUCKS. 


1>KK1N  and  Uouen  Ducks.   Fine  birds,  low  price, 
it  ..rdercd  ii..w.      s.  B.  C  orliy, Plainlielii.  N.  .1. 

1~>KK1N  DL'CKS.   What  have  you  to  trade  lor 
six  Smonthsold?  Address 
 C.  B.  W..  care  of  Farm-Poultry. 

ECO  PRESERVATIVES. 

PKESKKYK  EGG.S  with  Ciieeting's  Preserving 
Compound.  Sample  package  will  preserve  100 
iloz.  Sent  liv  mail.  51.  Send  for  circular. 

C.  C.  Priiden.  .\gl.,  613  Pearl  St.,  F:ii2alielli,  X.  .1. 


ECCS. 


BKST  lueubator  (.-jrtis  from  lar^c  pullets  aud  year- 
linji  liens  muted  lo  lar^u  vigorous  cocks.  Com- 
forlabiy  boused  with  scratcbinR  sheds  connected, 
Kieen  feed,  etc.  No.  1  mixed  eggs  from  pureB.  P. 
Hocks;  L,  Brahmas:  \V.  I.  Game  c'k'l  crossed  on  B. 
P.Kockbens;  C.  I.  Game  c'k'l  crossed  ou  B.  P.  Rock 
aud  L.  Brahma  lieus.  $'J..>0  per60;  $4.75  per  100;  S8per 
1^X^.  Also  choice  etrgs  from  fancy  stock  B.  P.  Rocks, 
L.  Brah.,  C.  I.  Games.  W .  Wvan'd.  and  I'ekiu  ducks. 

C.  E.  Davis.  ITTi;  Farm.  Warner.  N.  H. 


EXCHANGE. 


BKAMHALL  Ueane  No.  2  Ileater.pipedfor(i.>  ft. 
liuuse;  perfect  order,  cu>t  SUT.nsed  one  season. 
To  exch.  for  good  :^i/eil  cro^^  hred  puMets.  or  \carling 
hens.  Hfsl  ort'er  take^it■  M.  reH-i>.  ltani>lahle.  Mass. 

I^OR  SAJ.K-or  excliange  for  f.>uls,  hot  waler 
brooder,      ft.  Un)^.  e.-pper  tank,  ti  aparliueuls, 
all  complete.   A  bargain  f«tr  x-ma  one. 
 W  aller  Harned.  Tren ton.  X.  J ._ 

Ij^INK  CUSTOM    0>  KKCOAT    au<l  Kuglisli 
nuickintosh— almost  new— will  trade  for  pullels. 
 AdiiresaC.  B.  AV..  care  of  Farm-I'onltry . 


GAMES. 


IN1>,  GAM  K  cockerels  and  pullets  from  double 
<    tared  stock.         E.  .1 .  lli.ni.  t;reeuville.  X.  Y. 


HAMBURCS. 


Sll.\t.K  ^iianglu.l  llaiuiMiig^,  ^aiall.  well  shaped 
Climbs,  distinct  oval  markings,  covei-t  feathers 
well  lipped.  Large  birds  from  imporled  stock.  Write 
Waller  B.  (Mark.  Beaver  Sri  -  Waltham,  Mass. 

 HOUNDS.  

T.^OX  ANI>  RABBIT  HOCNDS,  tlioroughlv 
Jl  trained,  and  hunters  and  sta>  ersin  every  sense  of 
the  word;  also  Pit  (iame  cocks  and  liens  fiom  sieel 
tested  ?^lock.       John  K.  Boyoo.  >-unnniiville.  N  .  Y. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

^ E>  l>       1  ar.  .>l  the  laiuous  Ulenlangy  liicuhalors 
aii'l  I'.roo.i.Ts.    Geo.  S.  Singer,  Cardiugton,  o. 

INCl'li.VTOK   regnlaliOD   perfected.    Send  for 
illii>lrali-.l  catalogue.    A.  II.  Hurr.  (Inialia.  Xeb. 

IT'OK  SALE— Incubalor.  You  Ciiliii  .siniplicilv  200- 
i  gg;  clover  cutter.  \\  ilM.ii  lii  ni ;  boili  perfect; 
lnipro\  ed.  clii-ap  ;:i  t.r.  .o.li-r~  will.  iiiciih;itor. 
■los.  A.  Kr.  ii/.  T.  :;-'4  Pio.liicc  F.xclKmge.  X.Y.C'itv. 

INCl'I'.-VTOKaiid  .\laiiii'sl...iiei  iitli  rfi.rsale,both 
in  A.  N...  1  .■olid.    I.e...  C.  ClKiM-.  Uxl.riilgc.  .Mass. 
Ol'(iHT,  S..M.  .  x.  haiigc.l.  .M..Trh~.(  lial.  Prairie 
state,  l'l>  III..  ■M..iiitor.      Si\  ift.  \\  ;i.|iioil.  :Ma^5. 


1;^OK  S.\LE.  Tlie  l<,lio\Mii-  ouiril  nearlv  new. 
OnetJ()i>egg  Monarch  Incubator, S4o;  one"}8S-egg 
I  iivinciblu  Hatcher,  made  by  Buckej  e  Incubator  Co., 
$14:  one  Xo.4  Prairie  State  Brooder  house  heater  Sl-O; 
one  ■Jl.t't-egg  Reliable  Incubator,  used  two  seasons.  $10. 
All  f.  o.  b.  Tupper  Lake  -let.  Address. 

-James  L.  Jacobs,  Tupper  Lake,  X.  Y. 


LANCSHANS. 


B 


LACK  Lang>.  b-*'tine  large  birds,  S2  each.  Dr. 
Robinson  s"k.  H<  iiry  Mansfield. kockland, Mass. 


lechorAs. 


RC.  W.  Leghorns  —  fine  breediug  cock'ls,  $'2ea. ; 
.    very  yellow  legs;  Standard  bred.   No  female! 
lo  spare.  A.  Babbitt.  Oneonta.  X.  Y, 

RC.  IV.  and  B.  Leghorns.  \Yinners  wherever 
«    shown.  Cockerels,  iiairs.  trios. 
 r.  F..  \Yliite.  Fox  Cliasc.  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

I;iXHIHIT10N  an.l  hricliHircoi  kiTi  ls.  Bull  I.i  u'. 
J    W  ri;.-  l..-.l,i\  .   I..  W.  Paii.loiiih.  Palmyra.  .\.  S  . 
1  H'*' ''K<;H'XS,i-orki  rs.  I'ul'is.  $ to 

c'k'Is.  S^;  t.i  S.'i.  Ahig  chance  for  breeders— 
d.in't  let  il  slip.  Frank  \Yoo.lhnrv, '211.1,  Beverly.  Mass. 


MINORCAS. 


jjj  ^  B.  Minorca  cock'l  for  ?'2.W  or  money  refunded. 
S^if    Olller~  clieapir.    A.  P.Davis.  Deposit.  X.  Y. 

BCISXMUK^naiu  lila.  k  Miii..ii-a-  are  the  best. 
 (at.  Ir.-.-.  I'.ii  rii'i.l.-  Poiillr\  C...  Kinsworth.  I'a. 

BL.ACK  .M1N<>RC.\S.    Wiiimrsof  Island  ;3rd 
prizes,  scor.  'Jl  lo  IV)  at  Aniesl.in  v.  Dec.  '%.  Fine 
slock  :  iirii-es  rialit.       (\  K.  Mar^llal^.  |{..wley.  Mass. 


D 


O  YOU  want  superb  exiiHdtion  and  breeding  111. 

MlB.clt'lsfF.lf.Wood.Urjaen.N.Yi.litisllii'lu. 


LNTI-FKlOll)  X  EST  EGGS— IH-rfecl  ami  inde- 
slrucliljle.  Sample  l.c.^. '  .1  .askell.  Canton.  O. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


AliKEU  P.  Bock  cockerels  and  pullels.  Fine 
breeders.  Best  strains,  $1  to  *3  each. 

lie...  li.  Nichols.  .Ir.,  -Ma:  tin,  Mich. 


100 


\\  .  r.  Rock  piilk  ts,  ea.;  cock'ls,  tl.'25 

toS-'.      Win.  F.  ilinds  De  Huyter.  X.  Y. 


AV 


^UlTlj  P.  li.  exclusivelv,  cockerels  from  $1  to 
■acli.  E.  .M.  \\  liite,  Yaruioutli.Me. 


IftLKi^  hreUiiarredlMtockcockcieU  for  sale,  price 

I      i2  each.  .lay  Wood.  Kimwlcsville,  X  ■  Y . 

UKXSIDE  strain  W.PI5  niou  1  h  llocks  tiie  best. 
Cat.  free.  iJiirnside  Poultry  Co..  Eiusworth.Pa. 


B 


A\ 


miTE  Plvm.Kockspure  brc.l.  farm  raised,  no 
fancy  prices.  >laple  Hill  F  arm.  Franklin,  Vl. 


.)  ~  \\m'l'K  Plvnioiuli  itock  hens,  l-i  cockerels,  i 
cocks.  I  niiisl  sell  these  lo  make  room  for 
v\  inter  birds.   M'rite  for  prices. 

Gerry  H.  Lawrence.  Ashby.  ^Tass. 

C\   M.  .^BUOTT  has  for  sale  7  li.  P.  K.  cockerels, 
/•   at  $:!  each,  the  cream  of  40  from  Hunter  and 
IJriglit  eggs.  Large,  strong  and  ready  for  active 

business.  W'atei  town,  >lass. 

CFFP.  KC)i.KS  — due  e.xira  nice  cock.aisoa 
few  good  ])u!lets  and  cockerels.  Mann's  lione 

Ciitti  r  cheap.   A.  V..  Ka>-.  .\nilierst.  Mass.  

^'^^WHl'l'K  P.  Itock  cockerels.  Empire  strain. 
t>\  '  weight  S  lbs.  and  over.  S2  each;  cock'l  and  2 
pullets.  S5;  cockerel  and  5  pullets,  SIO.  farm  raised, 
lii  st  class  slock.       Geo.  A.  linrlhert,  Cuyler,  X.  Y. 

1>  U  t'F  AM)  ■WHlTIi  P.Rock  cock'ls  forcross- 
J   ing.  Sleacli.  F.  Kline.  Spring  City,  Pa. 

cockerels.    ISest  stock.   Low  ju  ices. 
|.;.  Fl.  Terlllllic,  Uinherford,  X.  J. 


B. 


1JLV.KOCK  ISOOK  tiiiclv  illusiiatc.l.  l-'.c. 
 \V.  W  .  (  l..iigli.  Me.lway.  Mu-s..  Pnl. Usher. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

,ui'U<)Ytl>  SPOXGIA.Kiugof  roup  remedies, 
lirice  ."iMc.a  lioltle.  Slobbers. only  reliable  remedy, 
'iiiti.  Complete  line  poultry,  pigeon,  rabbit  and  dog 
remedies.  (  at.  free.  Imperial  I'eniedy  Co..  Titlin.  O. 
rptlfc;  I'K.-VC'TIC.AL  Poultry,  (  bkk  an. I  Pigeon 
M.  Drinking  Fountains  gi\  e  ju  rfi  cl  s;ii  i-facl  ion. 
C i r.  v..  M.  Cliri^t.  I'inegrov e.  Pa. 


PRINTING. 


PlilXTING  for  poullrvmen  and  others.  lOCO  XX 
Knvelopesand  !u0071b.  Note  llea.ls,  $3.  Samples 
sent.  Siiecial  rales  on  5  -M  lots  ami  o\  er. 
 Pratt  Hros.,  Ho.v  JTj.  Dover.  Me. 

STUICTLIT  tirst  class  st..ck  ami  w.>rk.  See  ad.  2d 
cover,  iteporter  Prim  ing  Ib.iiM'.  \\'ellsville,  X.Y'. 


TURKEYS. 


IJAIK  H.  aud  W  ild  S4.  W.  H'l'uds.,  $S;  V  .  Wvan. 
B'l.  Legs,  pairs  S2  to  S3. 

\\'.  C.  .lolinson.  Homer  City.  Pa. 


WANTED. 


o 


Mi;  OK  TW  O  I'tA  HK>?>.  Address  giving 
price.  B' 471.  Westhoro.  aia-^s. 


 WHtTE  AMERICANS, 

1^>OK  liKOILKKS,  roasters  and  winter  layers 
ihey  have  no  equal.  Cijcks  weigh  from  9  lo  11 
lbs.;  liens  7  lo  i)  Ihs.;  white  plumage,  low  cond)s,  wo 
fealheis  on  legs.  Circular  ready  Jan.  Isl.  Be  sure 
and  >ee  them  at  tlie  llo^ion  sliow. 

LaywL-ll  Tonllry  Farm.  Lyndonville,  Vt. 

WHITE  WONDERS. 

rpHK  BKST  general  purpose  low  1  ou  earih.  For 
JL  early  broilers,  roasters,  aud  v  iuler  la\  ers  they 
have  no  eijual.  A  limited  stock  lor  saie.  r'uUets,  $3; 
cockerels.  So.   I  breed  no  exhibition  birds. 

H.  F.  Corning.  ]b.,\  47K.  Hartford,  Conn. 


WYANDOTTES. 


HITK  WVANUOTTIlS.  Choice  cock'ls  and 
pullels  from  pi  ize  \\iuning  slock,  S2toS5ea. 
B.  M  .  I'ahuer,  10  Emersou  St.,  Rochester.  N.Y. 


"lYTHITii  W\'A>DOTTiiS   e5clusivel\.  Huu- 
»  T     ler's  strain,  farm  raised.  Choice  cockerels  for 
sale  cheap.    Write.        Thos.  HaulloD,  "SVigton,  I'a. 
OLDKN  W  yand  s.    Choice  cock'ls  and  iiullets. 
IT    Prices  reasonable.  J.  R.  N  ichols,  Rochdale.  Mass. 
"m^TUITE,  Butt" and  Silver  Wyandotte  eock'ls  and 
»T     pullets.  Their  ancestors  liave  been  winners 

from  »  aV  back.  S.  H.  Bellows.  Atliol.  Mass. 

TH.  Wl'AN.    Fowls  and  chicks.    Good  stock. 
Circular.         W.  H.  Shute,  Middletown.  Ct. 


^^ 


"1l\7J1IT£:  Wyand.  cockerels.  Knapp  and  Hawkins 
»T     sir.  Lar^e  farm  raise"!  good  shape  and  color. 
Si.  $'2.r>tj,  $:i  t-a.  C.  K.  Davis.  I77G  Farm.  M  arner.  X.  H. 

WUlTli:  U  yandottes  u  specialty.  At  the  great 
poultry  sliow  hiBoston,  Jan.,  '96,  Iwasawarded 
first  premium  on  breeding  pen.  InNew  Yoik  my 
stock  awarded  first  and  second  premiums  in  breeding 
pen,  Stock  for  sale. 

br.  A.  A.  Howlaud,  11  Ploa^^ant  St.  Worcester,  Mass. 


UITE  \Vv.  Good  cock'ls  $2;  eggs  $2  to  $3  per 
l:i;  S-i  perlOn.   Ed.  IJeynolds,  Marlboro,  Mass. 


"mXTHITli  Wyandotles  exclusively.  Fell  strain.  A 
f  T     few  line  j'oung  cockerels  for  sale  at  $1.50  to  $3 
each.  A.  Holmes.  Cuyler.  X.  Y. 

SlLYl:;lt  \\Y.\XUOTTK  cockerels,  $2  ea.  Eggs 
in  SI  .I-..I1.    Frank  li.  li.  ju-dict.  A\  alden.  X'.  Y. 
"HITE  AYYAXUOTTK.'S  nice  large  breeding 
k'|y.  ji2,  Siea.   <  .  W.  C.ile.  Digliton,  Mass. 


HITE  trios  $.5  and  Jil;  cock'ls,  $2  to  $.5.  Farm 
raise.!,  not  inbred.  "\V, AY  ."Wheeler.  Slielton.Cl. 


W IVY.  cock'ls,  Sl.fiO  to  $3;  Pekin  drakes.  $1.50. 
•   F'arni  raised  birds,  prize  winners  at  Sar.  Co. 
fair,  lf>9i;.        G.  U.  Scliauber.  Uall^tlln  Lake.X.T. 


THITIi  \\\.  cockcn-ls  from  sj  lb.  hens.  S1.5C  to 
\.  H.  I.inolii.  Xe^vport.  K.  1. 


HITE  AYY.AXDOTTES,  Hawkins.  Hunter 
siraiii.    Write.    F.  II.  Fuller.  Hinsdale.  X.  H. 


^\TH  ITE  -WY-AXDOTTES.  extra  large  cock  ls. 

»  »  tine  combs,  color,  etc.:  fnv  nice  pullets  mated 
ill  pairs  au'l  breeding  pens,  liealtliy  farm  raiseii  slock. 
Have  shipped  bir.is  jiast  six  yea'rs.  giving  excellent 
saiisfai'tiou.  Prices  reasonahle;  write  with  stamp. 
.I.din  H..lackMtn,  i>ox.V^\  Hudson,  Mass.  —a. 


HITE  WYANDOTTE  c'k'ls,  G.  Wy'te  c'k'ls 

an.l  pul's.  Choice,  vig.  sti  ck.  Eggs  in  season. 
X iciiol -.on  .ic  Stokes,  Miioreslow  n.  Burlington  Co.. X.d. 
-«-»rH.  '\YY.AXD.  pullets  wanted,  about  SO:  also 
>T  smallincnbalor.  C.  U.  AV..care  Farm-ronllry. 
"WA'.  cockerels  $2  to  5.i  each.  Very  fine  stix-k. 

C.  M.  Pratt.  Turner's  Falls.  Mass. 


Tr-«r  H ITE  ■\VYANIJOTTK  cockerels,  best  slr'us, 
>T  had  full  rimcre  aud  are  vigorous,  about  2.5 
weighing  f  nun -tJ  to6J  lbs.  now.  .Inst  the  thing  for 
crossinir,  $1.2.i  ea.  A  re<iuclion  for  lar.irer  lots.  A  few 
choiceeockerels  to  spare.    See  niv  larger  ad.  Feb.  1st. 

R.  H.  Holmes,  West  Re<ldirg.  Ct. 


^HITE  ^VY.\^■DOTTES,  75  choice  pullets 
an.l  .  'k'ls.  S2ca.   K.  A.  .Tames,  Dover.  Mass. 


40  HOMTXG  Pigeons  f.ir  s.ale 


W.  W.  Bohn,  EobesoDi 


per  ^J-''''- 


INCUBATORS  lWTe™'\iK- $6.00 
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Karm:=  Poultry 


January  1 


Are  the  Bucks  County  and  Buflf  Plymouth 
Kocks  the  Same  ? 

Mr.  Editoi*:  — While  riding  out  a  few  days  ago  look- 
ing about  to  see  wliat  I  could  find  iu  the  hen  line»  I 
spied  some  buff  pullets  that  looked  very  much  like 
mine.  Ongoing  a  little  further  I  found  more  of  the 
same  sort,  and  upon  inquiry  found  tliem  called  the 
Bucks  County  breed.  They  were  the  same  shape, 
size  and  color  of  mine,  and  I  sent  to  four  breeders  for 
Buff  riymouth  Rocks.  Either  I  got  most  awfully 
sold,  or  Bucks  County  and  Buff  Plymouth  Kocks  are 
one  and  the  same. 

Can  you  give  me  any  light  on  the  subject?  1  fail  to 
find  Bucks  County  breed  in  the  standard,  but  it  may 
be  there.  Out  of  six  sittings  I've  not  a  bird  but  what 
has  black  in  the  wings  or  tail,  and  tliese  Bucks  County 
were  the  same,  only  more  black  showing.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  this  breed  sliould  be  buff  throughout, 
and  if  so,  how  do  they  differ  from  the  Buff  Plymouth 
Kocks. 

Certainly  I  have  two  birds  from  my  six  sittings 
that  are  not  Bucks  County.  One  is  a  very  small  white 
pullet  with  green  legs,  and  the  otlier  is  a  Barred  Kock 
cockerel,  that  without  forcing  weighed  two  and  a 
quarter  pounds  strong  at  eight  weeks  old. 

Leomister,  Mass.  Mrs.  A.  L.  P. 

The  iwnie,  "  Bucks  County,"  was  a  localism 
applied  to  a  breed  of  fowls  that  originated  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  aliout  1853,  presumably 
from  a  cross  of  Buff  Sbangbai  or  Cochin  on 
native  stock.  According  to  Bement,  the 
color  of  the  cock  was  a  dark  blue-black,  with 
the  ends  of  feathers  tipped  with  white;  wings 
tinged  with  a  yellower  gold  color;  hackles 
dark  glossy  blue;  rose  or  double  comb,  and 
large  wattles;  bold,  lively  carriage,  and  a 
•stately  walk.  The  hen  does  not  difl'er  much 
from  the  cock  in  color,  and  is  very  similar  In 
form,  being  deep,  plump  and  thick-set  iii 
body;  legs  short,  of  medium  size,  and  of  a 
dark  c31or;  high  single  comb,  serrated,  gener- 
ally falling  over  one  side;  wattles,  large. 

That  being  the  original  "Bucks  County 
breed,"  they  should  hold  to  that  standard  if 
they  really  exist  at  the  present  day,  which  we 
very  much  doubt. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  BuffPly  mouth  Kocks 
are  a  deep,  clear,  rich  butf,  uniform  in  shade 
throughout  excepting  the  tail,  which  in  good 
specimens  comes  either  a  copperish  brown,  or 
a  rich  deep  butf.  The  general  shape  is  that  of 
the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock.  They  were 
admitted  to  the  standard  in  1894. 

We  noticed  some  time  ago  that  a  New 
England  fancier  was  advertising  the  Bucks 
County  fowls,  but  we  are  not  prepared  to  say 
if  they  are  really  breeding  the  original  article 
or  have  manufactured  a  breed  to  order. 
Certainly  the  experience  of  our  correspondent 
does  not  agree  with  the  standard  as  given  by 
Mr.  Bement. 

But  why  resurrect  an  old  breed  that  never 
was  publicly  recognized  by  the  American 
fanciers?  Surely  we  have  enough  old  and 
reliable  breeds  that  have  been  accepted,  that 
it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  call  for  some  of 
the  old  timers  of  which  we  know  so  little 
about. 


Shipping  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Can  eggs  be  shipped  to  New  York  in 
November,  April  and  May,  in  quantities  of  two  or 
three  cases,  at  a  cost  of  $1.05  per  case,  and  receive 
better  profit  than  if  sold  at  home  at  twelve  to  fifteen 
cents  per  dozen  ? 

2d.  Would  eggs  a  week  old,  cleaned  and  assorted,  be 
classed  as  firsts  or  fancy  ?  W.  B. 

Deer  Lick,  Pa. 

A  case  holds  thirty  or  thirty-two  dozen 
eggs,  and  at  a  cost  of  $1.05  per  case  for  ship- 
ment it  would  average  about  three  and  a  half 
cents  a  dozen.  The  average  cost  to  raise  eggs, 
where  the  food  is  purchased,  would  be  about 
twelve  cents  a  dozen.  This  would  make  a 
total  cost  of  about  fifteen  cents  a  dozen.  In 
November  it  would  certainly  pay  to  ship  the 
eggs  to  New  York,  but  during  April  and  May 
we  believe  as  much  profit  could  be  realized  at 
home.  However,  the  only  way  to  find  out  the 
exact  prices  is  to  be  kept  posted  daily  by  some 
responsible  commision  merchant,  as  prices 
change  almost  daily. 

F^ncy  eggs  are  eggs  that  are  not  over  a  week 
old,  clean,  and  assorted  as  to  size  and  color. 
The  fresher  they  are  the  more  apt  will  they 
be  to  command  a  demand  for  them.  Put  them 
up  in  an  attractive  style,  in  small,  dozen  boxes, 
with  name  and  address  of  farm  printed  on 
them,  and  they  would  soon  build  up  their  own 
trade. 


Too  Strong  Feeding. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  liave  sixty  hens  in  a  howse  16x28 
feet,  with  a  10  x  28  feet  shed  on  each  side  of  the  house. 
Thefowls  are  divided  into  pens  of  twenty  each;  but 
lliey  are  not  well.  They  begin  by  getting  stupid  aud 
dumpish,  then  they  become  affected  with  diarrlioea 
and  the  eyes  swell.  In  about  one  week  they  die. 


Others  that  seem  all  right  drop  down  of  a  sudden  and 
don't  have  any  use  of  their  legs;  but  in  the  course  of 
four  or  five  hours  they  seem  all  right  again.  I  feed 
wheat,  middlings  and  bran  in  the  morning,  and  oats 
and  wheat  at  noon,  aud  corn  and  buckwheat  at  niglit. 
I  also  give  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  once  a  day, 
and  they  have  mica  crystal  grit  and  oyster  shells 
before  them  all  the  time.  Also,  green  cut  bone  three 
times  a  week,  with  all  the  cabbage  tUey  can  eat. 
What  is  the  trouble  ?  S.  W.  S. 

Bradford,  Pa. 

In  the  first  place,  we  believe  the  food  given 
does  not  exactly  agree  with  them;  and  in  the 
next  the  fowls  are  either  suffering  from  roup, 
or  some  ailment  so  closely  alied  to  the  disease, 
that  there  cannot  be  much  diflfereuce.  The 
first  step  to  be  taken  is  to  stop  feeding  corn 
and  buckwheat,  aud  to  see  if  the  cabbage  fed 
is  not  frozen.  The  latter  would  soon  give  the 
fowls  diarrhoea. 

At  the  same  time  examine  the  condition  of 
the  hen  house.  See  if  there  are  cracks  in  the 
wall,  or  a  draught  of  some  kind.  Wash  the 
face  daily  with  castile  soap  and  warm  water, 
aud  when  dry  anoint  with  vaseline.  Do  that 
once  a  day  until  the  swelling  is  reduced. 

If  there  is  no  foul  stench  to  the  fowl,  the 
case  is  not  genuine  roup,  and  it  might  be 
advisable  to  give  each  sick  fowl  a  good  family 
liver  pill  each  night  for  three  nights  in  suc- 
cession. Also,  put  about  twelve  homeopathic 
aconite  pellets  in  a  quart  of  drinking  water. 
The  latter  will  check  the  progress  of  the  cold, 
and  at  the  same  time  reduce  whatever  fever 
might  be  present. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  good  warm 
poultry  houses,  free  from  draughts  will  be 
strictly  necessary  to  keep  the  fowls  in  good 
health. 


T.iver  Disease. 

Mr.  Editor:  — What  do  you  think  was  ailing  this 
fowl?  It  had  discharges  of  sulphur  color,  aud  its 
comb  and  earlobes  were  yellow  after  it  was  dead. 
Its  liver  was  very  much  swollen,  and  the  organs 
weighed  about  three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

Adamstown,  Pa.  S.  E.  B. 

This  is  liver  disease,  a  complaint  more  or 
less  conmion  in  all  stages  on  the  average 
poultry  farm.  On  page  284,  August  1,  1896, 
issue  will  be  found  -a  long  article  treating  on 
this  subject. 


Fowls  Sneeze  and  Cough. 

Mr.  Editor : —  I  have  a  trio  of  fowls  that  seem  to 
sneeze  or  cough  all  the  time.  Can  you  give  a  remedy  ? 
East  Aurora,  N.  Y.  H.  H.L. 

They  have  caught  a  cold  in  the  head.  There 
are  a  number  of  good  remedies  that  w  e  have 
tried.  One  is  to  place  a  dozen  homeopathic 
aconite  pellets  in  a  quart  of  drinking  water. 
Another,  a  tablespoonful  of  kerosene  in  a  pint 
of  water.  Another  a  piece  of  asafoetida, 
wrapped  in  a  piece  of  muslin,  and  placed  in 
the  drinking  vessel. 


Droppings  Out_of  Order. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  two  pens  of  Plymouth  Rock 
pullets  which  seem  to  be  in  perfect  health  every  way 
except  that  the  droppings  during  the  day  time  are 
rather  thin,  and  about  the  color  of  ground  mustard. 
During  the  night  they  seem  all  right.  Does  this  indi- 
cate coming  disease?  If  so,  what  treatment  would 
you  advise?  W.  A.  M. 

Fraraingham,  Mass. 

The  chances  are  that  the  fowls  are  given 
something  in  the  food  that  does  not  agree  with 
them.  Change  the  food  entirely,  using  an 
increased  amount  of  middlings  in  the  soft 
food.  Add  bone  meal  to  the  mash,  and  feed 
cooked  rice  every  other  day.  An  occasional 
evening  feed  of  chopped  onions  will  be  found 
beneficial.  Put  some  rusty  iron  in  the  drink- 
ing fountain. 


Feeding  Pullets. 

Mr.  Editor;— SVliat  is  the  best  food  for  pullets  from 
the  age  of  four  months  until  they  commence  laying? 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  W.  B.  M. 

It  does  not  matter  so  much  what  is  fed  so 
long  as  the  articles  given  are  rich  in  material 
that  will  grow  bone  and  muscle.  To  feed 
growing  pullets  fattening  food  is  but  to  stunt 
them  in  growth  and  retard  their  chances  for 
egg  production.  Such  articles  as  bran,  oats 
and  oatmeal,  and  wheat  both  whole  and 
ground,  should  be  In  the  bill  of  fare.  Corn 
should  only  be  fed  as  an  occasional  feed,  and 
then  more  as  a  variety  than  anything  else. 
In  feeding  grain  it  should  always  be  scattered 
among  a  lot  of  leaves  or  light  litter  so  that  the 
pullets  will  scratch  and  thus  fully  digest  the 
food.  Give  plenty  of  green  food  and  bone 
meal  daily. 


Sunflower  Seed. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  What  is  the  value  of  sunflower  seed 
as  a  poultry  food?  I  would  like  to  have  your  opinion 
on  this,  and  also  the  best  time  to  feed  it.         C.  E. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Sunflower  seeds  are  very  nitrogenous,  and 
also  rich  in  fats;  therefore  they  should  not  be 
fed  during  spring  or  summer,  but  are  excel- 
lent in  fall  during  the  moulting  season,  and 
also,  by  way  of  variety,  in  the  winter. 


THE  PERFECTED  INCUBATOKS. 

Cash,  installments,  or  rented.  The  Perfected  regula* 
tor  fits  any  incubator.  4cts.  in  stamps  for  circular. 
 H.  D.  MOULTON,  Taunton,  Mass. 


Meat  Meal  and  Cut  Bone. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Please  tell  me  through  your  valuable 
paper  if  it  is  necessary  to  feed  meat  meal  when  feed- 
ing cut  bone? 

2d.  Also,  is  it  necessary  to  feed" condition  powder 
or  egg  food  under  same  circumstances  —  and  which  is 
the  best  to  feed? 

3d.  Do  shells  or  cut  bone  take  the  place  of  grit  ? 

4tli.  When  feeding  meat  is  it  better  to  cook  it,  or 
feed  it  raw  —  and  how  much  should  be  fed  per  hen  ? 

New  Castle,  Cal.  J.  W.  B. 

1st.  It  is  not  necessary  to  feed  meat  meal, 
when  you  feed  cut  bone,  if  you  have  a  sufli- 
cient  quantity  of  bone  to  give  them  a  complete 
ration.  As  a  rule,  however,  we  think  it  wiser 
to  feed  part  meat  meal  and  part  cut  bone, 
because  there  is  meat  in  the  meat  meal,  which 
makes  it  a  somewhat  ditferent  animal  food 
from  the  bone. 

2d.  Yes,  we  like  to  feed  some  condition 
powder  all  the  time,  to  promote  digestion  and 
assimilation.  We  think  Sheridan's  Condition 
Powder  is  the  best,  and  use  that  only. 

3d.  No,  shells  and  cut  bone  do  not  take  the 
place  of  grit.  Shells  are  excellent  to  furnish 
lime,  and  in  a  measure  they  are  sharp  and  help 
grind  the  food ;  but  we  consider  grit  and  shells 
a  necessity  all  the  time. 

4th.  We  think  it  is  better  to  cook  and  chop 
the  meat,  rather  than  feed  it  raw,  but  we  have 
no  information  as  to  the  quantity  one  should 
feed.  The  best  estimate  we  have  as  to  quan- 
tity of  meat  meal  is  one-fourth  ounce  per  fowl 
per  day.  As  there  is  considerable  water  in 
meat  cooked  or  raw,  we  would  think  fully 
one-half  ounce  per  fowl  per  day  would  not  be 
too  much;  but  only  careful  experiment  would 
determine  the  fact. 


Insured  ? 

Strange  that  a  man  will  insure  his  buildinKS 
against  Are  and  lightning,  which  come  so  seldom 
and  yet  take  chances  on  destruction  of  crops  and 
other  losses  arising-frora  inethcient  fences.  Page 
fence  is  a  permanent  iuTeeCment  and  the 
interest  on  that  is  ths  cost  for  absolute  safety. 
Write  for  proofs. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

VALUABLE  PREMIDMS 


and 

Liberal 


Gash  Prizes 


are  bein§; 
offered  by 


FRANK  POPULAR 

^"MONTHLY 


"Monarch 
of  the 
Monthlies." 


25  CENTS; 
$3.00  a  Year. 


EA.CH  IH:OT«:at*H, 

EverytJiing  New 

from,  Cover  to  Cover. 

This  magazine  contains  more  reading-matter  and 
illustrations  than  any  other  magazine 
4  in  America. 

jend  for  copy  Populab  Monthly  i  \  t\  g^i^ 
aud  all  information  f  I  w  w  to  ■ 

mablished        FRANK  LESLIE'S  PUBUSHING  HOUSE, 
1S55.  New  Vork. 


REAUTIFUL  LINEN  PRFP  TO  EVERY 
"       CENTERPIECE  ■  LADY- 

In  newest  and  most  artistic  designs  clearly  stamped  on  fine  quality  linen.  Size,  12x13  inches.  Com- 
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in  the  garden  can  be  done  Willi  the  "PLANET  JR."  NO.  4  HILL-DROPPING 
SEEDER  and  SINGLE-WHEEL  HOE,  CULTIVATOR,  RAKE  and  PLOW.  The 

amount  of  work  you  can  do  with  it  is  wonderful— and  everything 
it  does  is  better  done  than  you  could  do  it  any  other  "Way. 

There  are  a  score  more  *'Plaiiet  Jr."  Tools  for 
farmers  and  gardeners— each  the  best  ever  devised  for  its 
particular  work.  Send  for  the  "Planet  Jr."  Book  (1897 
edition)  andlearn  abontthem.  Free  upon  postal  card  request. 
S*  £1.  AUeu  <&  Co.,  1107  Market  St.,  FliiladelpMa* 
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THE  H-0  COMPANY  make  the  highest  grades  of  Cereal  Foods  for  human 
beings.  From  the  bi-products  of  those  articles  the  Company  obtain  excellent  feed 
for  domestic  animals. 

THE  H-0  CO.'S  POULTRY  FEED  is  made  from  various  grains,  each 
CAREFULLY  WEIGHED  IN,  and  the  whole  mixed  by  machinery,  insuring 
perfect  uniformity  in  the  proportion  of  those  grains  needed  to  promote  growth 
in  a  young  fowl,  and  to  give  the  highest  average  to  laying  hens. 

The  H-0  Company,  New  York  City,  will  deliver  to  any  station  east  of  Chicago, 
100  lbs.  (regular  price  $L50),  thirty  days  trial,  and  if  the  results  shown  from 
its  trial  are  not  found  in  increased  bone  and  meat  in  the  young  fowl,  and 
more  eggs  from  the  hens,  no  payment  need  be  made. 


Th«  Thoronshbred  Mml«. 

Mr.  tvluor:— M  ill  you  please  it?ll  me  which  is  the 
Ue»i  Uzveiler,  a  purv  bre\i  riyuiouih  Rock  rooster,  or 
OK  of  a  nyiuouth  Rock-Lan^&haii  cross? 

Canada.  Kaiis.  Mrs.  J.  S.  G. 

A  thoroughbred  always.  Using  a  crossbred 
male  is  but  lo  drift  the  entire  flook  into  mou- 
grelism.  Cros>bred,  or  even  oomiuon  bens, 
i-au  be  irraded  into  good  fowU  by  mating  to  a 
thorouglibred  male;  each  generation  will 
become  better;  but  it  the  male  is  a  crossbred, 
each  generation  will  be  worse,  and  the  end 
will  be  disaster.  It  was  the  dunghill  rooster 
that  wound  up  affairs  ou  the  broiler  farm  of 
governor  Morton,  of  Xew  York,  and  it  has 
killed  many  more  poultry  enterprises.  The 
male  is  half  the  dock.  Therefore,  let  the  bird 
be  pure  in  blood,  hardy  in  constitution,  and 
vigorous  in  habit,  and  you  have  the  very  best 
breeder. 


Tbe  Houdan  Fowl. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  see  but  few  advertisemeots  in  your 
paper  regarding  Houdans.  Are  they  good  layers,  and 
a  good  breed  to  ket;p?  1  have  starletl  in  to  raise  a 
few,  but  would  like  a  few  pi>iDts  in  regard  to  tlieui. 
Why  is  it  that  there  are  not  more  who  raise  theui? 
\^Tio  is  a  gi>od  nearby  breeder?  X.  W.  K. 

ScbenecUdy,  X.  Y. 

The  Houdan  is  an  excellent  breed,  as  we 
have  repeatedly  staled  in  these  columns.  They 
are  grand  layers,  give  a  large  sized  egg.  and 
are  strictly  first  class  as  table  fowls,  but  they 
will  never  become  popular  as  a  farm  fowl,  on 
account  of  their  crests.  If  caught  in  a  heavy 
rain  the^e  crests  become  water  soaked,  and 
roup  generally  is  the  result.  Otherwise,  there 
can  be  no  more  satisfactory  breed  for  general 
purposes.  James  Forsyth.  Uwego,  Js.  Y.,  is  a 
prominent  breeder  of  the  variety. 

Breeds  for  Profit. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  l^t.  Is  the  American  _Uomini<|ue  a 
good  all  purpose  fowl? 

'2d.  How  do  I  hey  stand  a£  layers? 

3d.  Where  did  tliey  originate? 

4lh.  M'liich  are  the  l>est  layers  —  Buff,  Bruwn,  or 
Willie  Leghums? 

5th.  Which  are  the  best  winter  layers  —  PI >Tnoutli 
Rocks,  Wyandottes.  Codiins  or  Bralimas  ? 

SwUt  Kiver.  Mass.  S.  G.  S. 

The  American  Dominique  is  an  excellent 
general  purpose  fowl.  They  are  about  the 
size  of  the  Wyandotte,  but  resemble  the  Ply- 
mouth Rock  in  plumage,  with  a  comb  similar 
to  that  of  the  Wyandotte. 

2d.  They  are  very  good  layers ;  real  credit- 
able winter  layers. 

3d.  The  origin  of  the  American  Dominique 
fowl  13  unknown.  One  writer,  however, 
veutures  that  their  name  is  taken  from  the 
island  of  Dominica,  from  which  it  is  claimed 
they  were  imported.  AVe  rather  favor  the 
idea  that  they  have  grown  up  into  a  breed 
in  this  country  from  a  series  of  selections. 

4th.  The  Single  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 
have  always  borne  the  reputation  of  laying  the 
most  eggs  of  any  of  the  Leghorn  family,  and 
the  White  Leghorns  are  regarded  as  layers  of 
the  largest  sized  eggs.  The  Buffs  are  a  new 
breed,  and  with  the  fact  that  their  blood  is 
all  comparatively  new,  we  hear  of  grand 
reports  in  laying,  and  also  that  their  eggs  are 
a  generous  size.  Whether  these  traits  will 
remain  with  the  breed  after  a  score  of  years 
breeding,  remains  to  be  seen. 

5th.  If  kept  in  the  right  condition,  that  is, 
if  not  allowed  to  become  overfat,  theBrahmas 
will  give  us  the  best  winter  laying;  and  we 
believe  the  Wyandotte,  Plymouth  Rocks,  and 
Cochins  come  next  in  regular  order.  All  four 
breeds  are  recommended  for  winter  laying, 
and  as  they  also  are  grand  table  fowls;  care 
must  be  taken  that  they  do  not  overfatten, 
which  they  are  very  apt  to  do. 


Tnrkeys  Canght  Cold. 

Mr.  Editor:— Have  a  flock  of  about  seventy  tur- 
keys. Recently  the  heads  of  three  commenced  to 
turn  yellow,  first  over  the  eye,  more  or  less  swelling 
and  blindness.  In  two  of -them  the  yellow  extended 
oyer  the  bead  and  became  of  a  rusty  color.  The  eyes 
swelled  clost-d.  Tlie  third  one  docs  not  seem  to  get 
much  worse,  and  one  eye  is  all  right.  The  first  two 
seem  to  have  a  foreign  substance  in  the  mouth.  The 
turkeys  do  not  seem  the  least  bit  sick  or  dumpish, but 
will  run,  play  and  eat  as  long  as  they  can  see. 

MTliat  is  the  matter?  J.  C.  L. 

Waterloo,  X.T. 

As  near  as  I  can  judge  from  your  descrip- 
tion of  the  ca-^e,  your  turkeys  have  a  trouble 
similar  to  roup  in  fowls.  Probably  they  have 
roosted  in  a  draught,  and  caught  cold  in  the 
head.  Turkeys  that  are  housed  are  more 
liable  to  this  trouble  than  those  compelled  to 
roost  on  trees  or  polos  not  under  cover. 


Overfeeding,  especially  with  sloppy  dougb, 
makes  them  more  liable  to  take  cold.  If  fed 
very  moderately  and  compelled  to  take  exer- 
cise in  search  for  their  food,  they  should  not 
have  this  trouble.  Turkeys  kept  in  houses 
with  fowls,  or  if  allowed  to  stay  about  the 
hen  yard  where  they  are  fed  and  watered 
with  the  fowls,  may  have  the  same  diseases 
that  the  fowls  have.  Roup  can  be  trans- 
mitted from  fowls  to  turkeys.  It  is  useless  to 
doctor  turkeys,  as  a  rule.  If  there  is  but  one 
or  two  diseased,  catch  them  and  confine  them 
to  a  >hed  or  yard  so  that  they  can  not  com- 
municate the  trouble  to  the  rest.  Do  this  at 
once. 

If  fed  lightly  they  may  get  over  it;  but  we 
should  not  want  to  use  such  turkeys  for 
breeding,  even  though  they  get  well.  The 
letidency  to  this  trouble  will  remain.  Wash- 
ing the  eyes  and  mouth  with  some  cleansing 
solution  like  hot  castile  soap  suds  followed  by 
the  application  of  an  astringent  and  antiseptic, 
say  dilute  carbolic  acid  and  alum  water,  or 
carbolized  vaseline  iu  which  a  little  burnt 
alum  ha»  been  mixed,  will  do  much  lo  remove 
the  results  of  the  trouble,  and  aid  a  cure. 
However,  if  turkeys  are  cooped  closely  and 
kept  where  they  can  be  treated  regularly  and 
handily,  they  are  apt  to  suffer  more  from  the 
confinement  than  they  receive  benefit  from 
the  treatment.  About  the  surest  and  safest 
plan  is  to  put  diseased  stock  under  ground 
immediately  when  first  discovered.  Remove 
all  source  of  contagion  among  either  hens  or 
other  stock.  In  handling  such  birds  be  just  as 
careful  about  washing  your  hands  afterwards 
as  if  you  were  sure  that  they  had  diphtheria 
or  other  equally  contagious  disease,  and  take 
just  as  much  pains  to  disinfect  their  coops  and 
food  and  water  vessels. 

Chicken  pox,  or  the  dry  scab  disease  of  fowls 
may  be  communicated  to  turkeys;  but  we 
should  not  say  it  was  this  disease. 

S.\.ML'EL  CUSH.MAN. 


Tent  Gleet. 

Mr.  Editor:— My  hens  are  troubled  with  a  disease 
that  1  do  not  understand.  They  start  with  a  yellow 
matter  coming  from  the  vent,  it  cakes  together  and 
stops  them  up,  and  as  a  general  thing  it  smells,  it 
affixls  the  one  year  old  hens,  but  I  have  not  ba*l  any 
trouble  with  the  pullets  yet.  I  killed  one  hen,  and  on 
opening  Iier  1  found  a  yellow  matter  near  the  vent, 
just  the  shape  of  an  egg,  and  it  liad  a  bad  Bmell. 

Fall  River,  Mass.  A.  L. 

The  fowls  have  vent  gleet  —  an  inflammation 
of  the  last  two  inches  of  the  bowel,  tbe 
expanded  portion  that  receives  both  fecal  and 
urinary  discharges,  and  resembling  a  certain 
venereal  disease.  As  it  is  contagious,  it  is 
imperative  that  the  sick  at  once  be  removed 
from  the  well  birds. 

Dr.  Sanborn,  in  the  book,  "  Farm-Poultry 
Doctor,"  says  the  first  to  be  observed  is  a  fre- 
quent contraction  of  the  end  of  the  bowel,  as 
if  something  was  there  that  the  bird  wished 
to  get  rid  of.  Examining  the  bird,  the  red 
membrane  is  seen  to  be  hot,  dry  and  swollen. 
In  a  day  a  discharge  begins  to  appear,  at  first 
whitish,  then  yellow  and  bad  smelling.  This 
dries  around  the  vent  and  diminishes  the 
opening. 

The  treatment  consists  in  wetting  a  piece  of 
cotton  in  a  solution  of  ten  grains  sulpho-car- 
bolate  of  zinc,  five  drops  oil  of  wintergreen  to 
one  gill  boiled  water,  and  insert  morning  and 
night.  Or  as  an  injection,  use  sulphate  zinc 
five  grains,  water  one-half  pint.  Even  with 
the  best  of  treatment  this  disease  will  run  a 
cour>e  of  over  ten  days.  It  seems  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  birds  with  this  trouble  must 
be  kepi  isolated. 


Congestion  of  tlie  Liver. 

Mr.  Editor:— Can  you  j;lve  nie  any  information 
regardiug  a  dise;ise  which  attacks  my  poultry?  The 
bird  becomes  droopy,  stands  arouud,  eats  but  very 
little  if  any.  The  comb  turns  dark  purple,  feathers 
more  or  less  rntllcd,  and  finally  the  bird  dies.  They 
waste  away  until  nothing  is  left  but  skin  and  bones, 
ami  will  weigh  almost  nothing.  N.  N.  C. 

Bristol,  H.  I. 

The  disease  is  congestion  of  tbe  liver,  caused 
by  diseased  bowels,  crop  or  gizzard,  which 
obstructs  the  circulation  of  blood.  Reckless 
feeding  of  corn,  corn  meal  or  potatoes,  is  a 
common  cause  for  the  tioublc. 

A  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil,  or  one-half 
teaspoonful  of  sulphate  magnesia,  dissolved 
in  water,  once  a  day,  combined  with  a  diet  of 
cut  clover  in  winter,  or  cooping  out  on  grass 
in  summer,  is  recommended. 

See  article  on  diseases  of  the  liver,  in  August 
1,  189G,  issue. 


Legliorn  Information. 

Mr.  Editor:  — At  what  age  should  young  Leghorn 
chickens  begin  to  rot>st  ? 

•2d.  Do  Single  Comb  Brown  Legliorns  have- black 
beaks? 

3d.  How  many  fowls  will  a  liouse  10  x  13  feet 
accommodate? 

4tb.  should  a  cockerel  have  more  than  rtve  points 
on  his  comb?  "  J.  C.  W. 

Marlborough,  N.  Y. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  allow  any  chicken  to 
roost  before  it  is  three  mouths  old,  as  they 
are  apt  to  have  crooked  breast  bones  from 
early  roosting. 

•2d.  The  beak  of  the  male  Leghorn  should 
be  yellow,  with  a  dark  stripe  down  the  upper 
mandible.  In  tbe  female  it  should  be  all 
yellow,  or  a  yellow  with  a  darker  shading  on 
the  upper  mandible. 

.3d.  It  is  not  advisable  to  quarter  more 
than  fifteen  fowls  in  a  house  10  x  13  feet  floor 
space. 

4th.  The  comb  can  have  five  or  six  points, 
but  five  are  preferred. 


Ashes,  Grit  and  Heat. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Will  aslies  do  to  scatter  over  the  floor 
of  the  chicken  coop  ? 

2d.  What  is  the  cheapest  kind  of  grit  I  can  get? 

3d.  Is  it  necessary  to  lieat  tlie  house  in  mid-winter 
if  It  is  well  protected  ?  Mrs.  M.  J.  W. 

West  Brighton,  X.  Y. 

Sifted  coal  ashes  will  do  very  well  for  tbe 
floor  of  the  hen  coop,  it  they  are  raked  over 
every  few  days  to  keep  them  well  loosened 
and  clean. 

2d.  Any  sharp  stones  will  answer  for  grit, 
if  they  are  smaller  than  a  grain  of  corn,  and 
larger  than  a  grain  of  wheat.  The  standard 
grits  on  tbe  market  cost  only  a  cent  a  pound. 

3d.  If  the  house  is  well  protected,  we 
should  not  put  any  artificial  heat  iu  it  during 
winter.   It  is  far  better  without. 


Chicken  Fleas. 

Mr.  Edit<)r:— I  would  like  some  help  concerning 
chickens  fleas.  This  year  is  the  first  experience  that  I 
have  had  with  them.  I  tind  that  Ihey  are  well  distrib- 
uted iu  my  neighborhood.  How  they  came,  or  wliere 
they  came  from  we  know  not,  but  we  liave  a  plentiful 
supply,  and  would  like  to  get  rid  of  them. 

Kingst(m,  Texas.  T.  B.  S. 

About  the  same  treatment  that  will  clean 
out  lice  will  prove  efl'ective  with  fleas.  Burn 
a  pound  of  sulphur  each  month  in  the  lien 
house,  and  two  or  more  times  every  year 
whitewash  the  interior  with  a  lime  wash,  to 
every  pail  of  which  add  an  ounce  of  carbolic 
acid.  Once  a  week  kerosene  tbe  i-oosls,  nests, 
and  along  the  cracks  of  the  building.  Sprinkle 
insect  powder  in  the  nesting  material,  and 
see  that  tbe  droppings  are  cleaned  tip  daily. 
With  that  precaution  there  should  be  no 
trouble  in  keeping  the  fleas  at  bay. 


Beach  Sand. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  thought  of  using  beach  sand  in  my 
scratching  shed,  but  wiis  afraid  of  it  on  account  of  it 
being  salt.  Will  it  burl  the  fowls  if  tliey  should  eat 
some  of  it?  W.  F.  J. 

New  London,  Conn. 

There  is  very  little  difference  between  the 
beach  sand  that  is  found  along  the  ocean  and 
that  in  southern  New  Jersey,  and  what  dif- 
ference there  is  would  be  of  no  consequence 
whatever.  AVe  do  not  see  how  any  harm 
could  come  from  the  fowls  eating  any  of  this 
sanil;  but  we  do  not  believe  they  eat  enough 
of  any  sand  to  amount  to  anything  so  long  as 
they  are  regularly  supplied  with  grit.  The 
writer  has  his  fowls  quaitercd  on  this  iden- 
tical sand,  and  if  there  is  any  difference  that 
he  notices  it  is  for  the  belter,  as  the  soil  is 
kept  purer.  One  hundred  fowls  can  stand  an 
ounce  of  salt  a  day  between  thcni;  and  we 
doubt  if  all  the  fiand  tbey  would  cat  in  a  day 
would  contain  even  a  half  ounce  of  salt. 


Cock  Won't  Moult. 

Mr.  Editor:- Wliatcan  be  done  for  a  last  year's  cock 
that  began  to  moult  six  weeks  ago,  pot  tired  and 
stopped,  and  now  goes  moping  around  as  if  liehadirt  a 
friend  on  earth,  eats  heartily,  and  crows  occasionally, 
but  won't  moult.  I  do  not  like  to  use  an  axe  on  a  $3 
chicken.  L.  H.  C. 

Rectortown,  Va. 

It  is  impossible  to  tell  what  stopped  the 
bird  moulting,  but  it  was  presumably  due  to 
insufficient  food  ration  resulting  in  in.-ufticitnt 
nutrition.  We  would  suppose  that  your  food 
ration  was  not  sufticieutly  varied,  as  for 
example :  If  you  feed  largely  of  corn  there 
would  be  an  overabundance  of  fattening 
food,  and  not  enough  nitrogenous  food:  then 
again,  there  maybe  an  insuflicient  supply  of 
grit  to  grind  the  food,  which  again  would 
cause  lack  of  nutrition.  This,  of  course,  is 
only  a  guess,  as  you  give  us  no  particulars 
upon  which  to  base  a  conclusion.  It  may  be 
wiser  now  that  you  have  got  the  bird  into 
such  :i  debilitated  state,  to  use  the  axe  and 
buy  another:  that  is,  it  may  take  so  long  to 
build  up  his  system  that  it  will  cost  more 
than  it  comes  to. 


Can't  Swallow,  and  Head  Swelled. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  six  Single  Comb  Brown  Leg- 
horn hens  and  one  cockerel.  One  of  the  hens  stands 
and  coughs,  and  turns  blue  in  the  face.  On  opening 
her  mouth  we  find  old  corn  meal  clogged  all  around 
the  food  passage.  We  have  removed  it  three  times, 
but  it  seems  to  gather  again.  I  liave  another  hen  of 
the  same  flock  that  has  a  swelled  head  on  one  side. 
Her  eye  and  nostril  runs  very  badly,  but  only  one  side 
is  aflected.  Can  ypu  tell  me  what  to  do  lor  them? 

.Milo,  Maine.  J.McF. 

Both  fowls  have  caught  a  cold.  The  first 
mentioned  has  either  canker  in  the  mouth,  or 
a  swollen  or  sore  ll  roal.  If  canker  is  found, 
wash  the  head  and  eyes,  and  swab  out  the 
mouth  and  throat  with  diluted  solution  of 
chlorate  of  potash  and  aiuin,  equal  parts,  con- 
taining one-half  water,  and  remove  the  ulcers 
with  a  quill.  Then  apply  powdered  borax  to 
the  places  left  bare,  to  be  repeated  twice  a 
day.  In  case  of  sore  throat  prepare  a  mixture 
of  one  tablespoonfui  of  Johnson's  Anodvne 
Liniment,  one  teaspoonful  turpentine,  and 
four  tablespoonfuls  of  water.  Put  the  mix- 
ture in  a  sewing  machine  oil  can.  When  using, 
warm  tbe  mixture  slightly,  and  shake  well. 
Force  from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  down  the 
throat  daily,  after  whicl)  powder  the  throat 
with  powdered  burnt  alum. 

For  swelled  head,  wash  daily  with  warm 
water  and  castile  soap,  and  when  dry  anoint 
with  vaseline.  Repeat  the  treatment  daily 
until  cured. 
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Pullets  Not  liaying. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  a  dozen  Siu^rle  Comb  Brown 
Leghorns,  have  had  them  over  two  months,  hut  they 
are  not  laying  yet.  I  don't  know  just  how  old  tliey 
are,  but  tlieir  combs  are  about  a  halt  inch  liigh  and 
very  red.  Tliey  sing  all  the  time.  I  have  a  warm 
house  8  X  11  feet,  and  feed  regularly  with  the  best 
food,  accoi-diuK  to  your  paper.  Do  you  think  they  are 
old  enough  ?  E.  C.  L. 

The  chances  are  that  by  the  time  this 
appears  in  print  the  pullets  will  have  begun 
laying.  Either  they  have  not  sufficiently 
matured  to  lay  or  the  egg  organs  may  be  nat- 
urally weak.  Ill  the  latter  case  a  little  Sheri- 
dan's Condition  Powder  in  the  soft  food,  two 
or  three  times  a  week  would  so  tone  the 
organs  that  egg  production  would  begin,  and 
the  fowls  put  in  better  shape  for  good  winter 
work. 

Have  the  pullets,  do  considerable  exercising, 
for  in  that  much  depends.  Lazy  pullets,  like 
lazy  hens,  will  accumulate  fat,  and  thus  early 
be  made  useless  as  reliable  layers. 


Catarrh. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  White  Leghorn  puUet'that  has 
been  droopy  for  three  days,  A  frothy  discharge  comes 
from  the  eyes.  I  have  given  one  drop  of  camphor  in 
the  drinking  water,  and  gave  a  teaspoouf  ul  of  castor 
oil.  This  moruiug  she  has  not  left  the  perch  for  food. 
Can  you  tell  me  what  to  do  to  save  her,  and  prevent  a 
spread  of  the  disease?  She  has  been  isolated  since  we 
noticed  the  trouble.  L.  C.  U. 

Boonton,  N.  J. 

No  doubt  it  is  a  case  of  catarrh.  There  is 
very  little  difference  between  that  and  roup, 
only  in  the  latter  there  is  a  foul  stench. 
About  as  good  treatment  as  any  is  to  bathe 
Ihe  eyes,  nostrils  and  throat  vpith  a  solution 
of  sulphate  of  quinine,  using  ten  grains  of 
quinine  to  two  ounces  of  warm  water.  This 
should  cure  the  trouble  in  a  few  days.  If 
not,  a  treatment  for  roup  must  be  given. 
It  is  also  well  to  put  about  a  dozen  pellets  of 
homeopathic  aconite  in  a  quart  of  water  for 
both  the  patient  and  the  rest  of  the  flock, 
and  feed  chopped  onions  two  or  three  times  a 
week  to  the  entire  flock. 


Singers  and  Artists  Generally  are 
users  of  "  Broion's  Bronchial  Troches''^  for 
Hoarseness  and  Throat  Troubles.  They  afl:'ord 
instant  relief. 


Mr.  F.  P.  Knowles,  Guilford,  Conn.,  has 
advertised  Sea  Shells  in  Farm-Poultry  for 
several  years. 

He  keeps  the  best  grades  at  low  prices, 
quality  considered,  and  our  readers  should 
look  up  his  ad.  and  send  him  a  trial  order. 


Dr.  D.  L.  Moody,  the  famous  evangelist, 
conducts  the  Moody  Seminary,  at  Northfiekl, 
Mass.,  where  both  eggs  and  fowls  are  required 
in  large  numbers  to  supply  the  table.  Dr. 
Moody  personally  the  past  summer  gave  the 
local  selling  agents  of  Bowker's  Animal  Meal 
a  very  strong  recornniendation,  saying  that  his 
hens  never  laid  so  well  as  when  he  fed  it  to 
thein. 


Mr.  Stanley  Williams,  Kennedy,  N.  Y.,  has 
bred  high  class  White  Holland  turkeys  and 
Toulouse  geese  for  years,  and  has  shipped  his 
itock  to  all  the  states  and  Canada,  always 
satisfying  his  customers.  See  his  ad.  in 
another  column,  and  write  to  him. 


Only  a  Kid. 

Although  Rocky  Hill  Grit  is  only  a  kid, 
having  been  on  the  market  but  a  few  months, 
it  has  stepped  right  into  the  front  rank  as  the 
coming  Grit.  The  works  are  rushing,  ship- 
ping large  quantities  every  week,  being 
behind  in  their  orders. 

They  advertise  for  poultry  supply  dealers 
to  act  as  agents. 

If  you  have  not  already  seen  it  we  would 
advise  you  to  send  for  samples  and  prices. 


Milford,  N.  H.,  Poultry  Association. 

The  poultrymen  of  Milford,  N.  H.,  repre- 
senting about  five  thousand  head  of  stock, 
have  formed  a  poultry  and  pet  stock  associa- 
tion, and  intend  to  hold  a  show  February  10th 
and  11th  next. 

The  following  oflicers  were  elected : 

H.  C.  Shaw,  president;  G,  H.  Needbain, 
first  vice  president ;  J,  Ai  Fiteb,  Beoond  vice 
president;  W.  D.Sargent,  seoretary j  Willis 

H.  Burns,  ftsgistaHE  §e(ji'gtary  j  Hi  F,  Warrent 
treasurer. 


It  is  an  admitted  fact  that  a  good  farmer 
should  take  at  least  one  farm  paper.  Natur- 
ally, he  wants  the  best.  We  would  like 
your  opinion.  The  Bural  New-Yorker,  New 
York  city.  Send  for  a  free  sample,  and  if 
you  want  it,  we  will  send  it  and  Farm-Poul- 
TRY  both  one  year  for  $1.75. 


aiioa  Crystal  Grit  is  Booming. 

The  Mica  Crystal  Grit  works  at  Warren, 
N.  H.,  have  been  improving  the  good  weather 
of  the  autumn  and  early  winter,  and,  not- 
withstanding constant  and  large  shipments, 
have  accumulated  a  stock  of  over  twenty 
thousand  bags  against  the  winter  demand, 
turning  out  fifty  tons  a  day  on  an  average. 
They  are  shipping  many  car  load  lots,  one  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  another  to  Boston,  on 
one  day  last  week. 

Mica  Crystal  Grit  is  "great  stufi'."  We 
could  hardly  keep  hens  without  it. 


It  WUl  Pay  You 

To  place  an  advertisement  in  the  February 
issue  of  the  Southern  Fancier,  published  at 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  February  number  of  this  journal  will 
have  a  sworn  circulation  of  ten  thousand 
copies,  and  may  reach  twelve  or  fifteen 
thousand. 

The  Southern  Fancier  is  an  old  established 
and  influential  journal,  and  hundreds  of  adver- 
tisers patronize  it  liberally.  It  pays  them,  and 
will  pay  you. 

Special  and  attractive  features  will  make 
this  issue  eagerly  sought  for  and  retained, 
thus  proving  a  lasting  advertisement  to  all 
who  place  their  ads.  in  it. 

The  season  is  propitious  and  the  opportunity 
a  grand  one.   Do  not  miss  it. 

Send  at  once  for  advertising  rates  and  full 
particulars  to  the  Southern  Fancier,  Atlanta, 
Ga. 


A  New  Bone  Cutter  Catalogue. 

"We  have  received  from  the  F.  W.  Mann  Co., 
Milford,  Mass.,  a  new  and  very  handsome 
catalogue  of  their  green  bone  and  vegetable 
cutter.  It  is  by  far  the  neatest  and  most 
tastefully  illustrated  catalogue  that  has  come 
to  our  desk  in  many  a  day,  and  it  presents  the 
claims  of  Mann's  cutters  to  popular  favor  in  a 
way  that  cannot  fail  to  attract  and  please  the 
reader. 

The  Mann  Co.  warrants  its  machines  to  cut 
dry  or  fresh  bones,  with  meat,  gristle,  and  all, 
without  clog  or  difficulty,  or  money  refunded  ; 
and  agrees,  further,  to  replace  any  part  of 
their  hand  machines  which  may  break  in 
actual  use  within  one  year  of  purchase. 

That  would  seem  to  fully  secure  the  pur- 
chaser. 


A  Very  Handsome  Catalogue. 

The  Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.  hand  us 
their  illustrated  catalogue  for  1897,  and  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  it  is  the  handsomest 
incubator  catalogue  that  ever  came  to  our 
desk. 

The  cover  is  tasty  and  attractive  with  a  cut 
of  the  capitol  at  Washington,  and  the  gold 
medal  awarded  the  Prairie  State  Co.,  at  the 
show  in  Washington  last  winter  on  the  front; 
the  back  cover  having  a  picture  of  their 
factory,  all  handsomely  chromo-lithographed 
in  tasteful  colors. 

The  one  hundred  and  forty  odd  pages  of 
the  catalogue  are  profusely  illustrated  with 
many  colored  plates  of  incubator  rooms,  cuts 
of  poultrymen  and  judges  who  use  and  indorse 
the  Prairie  State,  etc.,  and  much  other  inter- 
esting and  valuable  matter.  The  catalogue 
will  be  sent  to  any  address  on  request  sent  to 
the  Prairie  State  Incubator  Co.,  Homer 
City,  Pa. 


Notice  the  Change 
In  advertisement  of  the  Flower  City  Incu- 
bator and  Brooder  Co.,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
in  this  issue.  They  ofler  these  machines  on 
trial,  and  manufacture  both  the  hot  air  and  hot 
water  pipe  system  Incubators.  In  Brooders 
they  manufacture  in  door,  out  door,  and  sec- 
tional hot  water  pipe  system  machines  of  the 
linest  patterns.  Any  one  in  need  of  first  class 
machines  wlU  ronke  no  mistake  in  sending 
them  ten  eente,  for  their  hancleome  large  140- 
page  fnjly  illustrated  patalogue,  wbiPh  gives 
full  particuliirs  and  valuable  information  m 
poultry  ctsltHre,  This  flm  ba^  bad  twenty' 


seven  years  experience  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness, and  they  certainly  ought  to  know  a  thing 
or  two  about  poultry,  incubator  and  brooder 
business.  All  visitors  are  welcome  to  call  on 
this  firm  at  their  office  and  inspect  their  make 
of  machines  whether  they  wish  to  purchase 
or  not,  as  it  is  a  pleasure  for  this  firm  to  show 
the  merits  of  their  machines  to  the  public. 


The  Best  Roofing  Material. 

The  problem  of  roofing  is  one  that  has  long 
received  the  attention  of  builders  and  property 
owners  generally.  To  find  a  material  that 
would  resist  the  action  of  the  elements,  prove 
impervious  to  the  action  of  gases  so  often 
generated  in  manufacturing  establishments, 
and  that  could  be  relied  upon  under  the  most 
trying  conditions,  has  received  much  attention 
from  ambitious  inventors.  From  the  thatched 
roofs  of  the  early  settlers  the  evolution  slowly 
progressed  through  various  stages  of  shingles, 
tin,  tar  and  iron,  all  of  which  have  been  found 
wanting  in  many  respects.  Today  after  long 
experimenting,  it  is  conceded  that  the  only 
material  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  the 
perfect  roof  is  Fay's  Manilla  Roofing.  This 
material  looks  and  feels  like  leather,  will  not 
rust  or  corrode,  is  impervious  to  the  action  of 
gases,  and  is  absolutely  water-proof.  It  will 
outwear  the  roof  of  tin  or  iron,  and  in  eVery 
way  is  by  far  the  most  economical.  It  also 
forms  a  durable  substitute  for  plaster  on 
walls,  and  is  largely  used  for  this  purpose. 
Every  one  who  is  interested  in  roofing,  on  a 
large,  or  small  scale,  can  secure  samples  of  this 
material  by  addresssing  The  Fay  Manilla 
Roofing  Co.,  Camden,  N.  J. 


Cut  Clover 

I  have  some  of  tlie  best  Cut  Clover  tliat  can  be 
boiio^hr.  Harvested  when  green  and  tender,  wlieu  just 
iu  full  blossom.  When  ordering  stale  whether  to 
sliip  by  freight  or  express.  501b.  bag  for  S1.25;  ICOlbs. 
for  $2.-50. 

C.  H.  liATHAM, 
 Box     Lancaster,  Maas. 

We've  been  consolidating  our  two  farms  under  one 
bead.   We're  more  tlian  crowded. 

300  White  Wyandotte 

and  White  P.  Rock 

hens  and  pullets  — and  cockerels  by  the  score;  must 
be  sold  at  once.   Prices  right. 

POL-LARD'S  POULTRY  FARM. 

So.  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Former  address,  Pawtucket.  K.  1. 


START 
EARLY 


if  you  wish  to  get  out  chickens 
for  the  best  spring  prices.  Last 
June  my  culls  averaged  me  SI. 15 
each  at  wholesale,  because  they 
were  large  for  the  season.  These 
h  chicks  were  kept  clean  and 
comfortable;  their  food  went 
to  growth,  not  vei-min. 


The  Wrong  Address. 

Mr.  Editor : — Your  reporter  of  the  premiu  n.s 

at  Amesbury  show  gave  my  address  as  Beverly 

instead  of  Rowley.    Wish  there  was  some 

way  of  correcting  the  error,  as  it  may  prove 

a  loss  to  me  as  it  now  stands. 

C.  E.  Marshall, 

Dec.  20, '96.  Kowley,,Mass. 

LEG  BANOS,  seamless  and  open,  aluminium  or 
nickel,  formarking  all  varieties  of  pigeons.  Stamp  for 
reply.   S.  G.  JEPSON,  t61  Park  St.,  Medford,  Mass. 

WHITE  AFRICAN  OWLS 

And  Black  Wing  Turbits,  1st  and  2d  prize  winners  at 

Boston  and  Worcester,  82  ami  S:t  ]ier  pair. 

J.  H.  WOODHE.AD.  Hux       Leicester,  Mass. 

HOMING    AXI>    OTHEK   PIGEONS  lOR 
SALE  OR  EXCHANGE. 

My  Homing  blood  comprises  some  of  the  most  reli- 
able strains  in  the  world.  Birds  with  records  from  200 
to  600  miles.  Parties  wanting  thorouglily  good  stockat 
fair  prices  can  rely  upon  my  slnd  of  breeders;  also 
other  birds  on  hand  for  sale  at  ail  times.  Circulai'  for 
2c.  stamp.  Homing  Pigeons  in  exchange  for  good 
laying  fowls. 

THOS.  WRIGHT,  Medford,  Mass. 

PRINTING 

Established  1874. 

Twenty-one  years  in  the  Priuting  business.  Cata- 
logues, Circulars,  Cards,  Envelopes,  lietierheads. 
Billheads,  Tags,  Labels,  etc.  We  have  an  unlimited 
variety  of  cats  to  illustrate  your  printing,  of  Poultry, 
Pigeons,  Dogs,  Pet  Stock,  Swine,  Sheep,  Cattle, 
Horses,  Secret  Society,  Floral,  Pruit,  Vegetables,  Or- 
namental, Different  Trades,  etc.  Large  cuts  for  Cat- 
alogues, and  Circulars,  small  cuts  for  small  work, 
printed  stationery,  etc.  Let  us  quote  you  prices  on 
what  you  want.  Samples  and  general  price-list  free. 
Try  our  work  by  ordering  one  of  these  combinations 
viz ; 

FflP  ^51  (in  100 XX6, high cutEnvelopesandlOoetb 
rUI  4>I.UU  Letterheads, in  pad, alldeliveredto  you 
Fnr  59  flfl  l""  XX  6,  high  cut.  Envelopes,  100  6  ft. 
rUrijKi.UU  Letterheads  in  pad,  100  3x.5  ins.  Busi- 
ness Cards,  100  No.  5  Shipping  Tags  and  100  Egg 
Labels,  all  forS3.u0detiTered  to  you. 
Fnp  CI  nn  XX  6,  high  cut.  Envelopes,  250  6Ib. 
rui  <i»t.UU  Letterheads  in  2  pads,  250-3x5  ins. 
Business  Cards  and  250  No.  5  Shipping  Tags,  all  de- 
livered to  your  express  office. 

AHElilCAN  POUI>TRY  ADVOCATE, 
20-pages.  illustrated,  practical  and  popular.  25  cts.  per 
year.  4  months'  trial,  10c.  Sam}de  Free.  64-page 
practical  poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscribers. 
Book  alone  10c.  Cataloeuc  of  poultry  books  free. 
C.  C.  DePUY,  Publisher  &  Printer,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 


START  NOW 


bv  turning  over  a  new  leaf.  Dust  your  laying 
stock  frequently  with  Lambert's  Deatli  to  Lice. 
Tliey  will  produce  more  eggs  which  will  give  you 
stronger  cliicks.  A  handful  of  the  powder  in 
sawdust  makes  an  attractive  nest  to  lay  in. 

START  RSGHT 

bv  breeding  from  only  healthy  stock.  Vermin 
aiid  vigorous  fowls  cannot  live  in  the  same  build- 
ing. Separate  them  quickly  with  Lambert's 
Death  to  Lice.  10c.  buys  a  trial  package,  by  mail; 
50c.  a  48  oz.  pkge. ;  Slalt)0  oz.  pkge,  del.  to  your 
Ex.  company  nearest  point;  we  can  reach  them. 
Book  free. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 

Box  800.  Apponaug,  R.  I. 


ciiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiniiiniiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiuiiiiB 
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BEST  and  CHEAPEST. 

S  Catalogue  and  full  treatise  on  spraying  fruit  S 
5  and  vegetable  crops  mailed  free.   Address  S 

i  WM.  STAHL,  QUINCY,  ILL.  | 
SiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiimiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiHiinu.'' 


VALUABLE  PREMIUMS 
Gash  Prizes  = 


and 

Liberal 


are  being 
ffered  by 


FRANK  POPULAR 

MONTHLY 


Monarch 
of  the 
Monthlies.'' 


25  CENTS; 
$3.00  a  Year. 


Everything  Meio 

from  Cover  to  Cover. 

This  magazine  contains  more  reading-matter  and 
illustrations  than  any  other  magazine 
in  America. 

jend  for  copy  Popttlar  Monthly  I  1^  f\X^ 
and  all  information  (  l/lOa 

mablished         FRANK  LESLIE'S  PUBLISHING  HOUSE, 


BRECK'S  POULTRY  AND  SWINE  MEAL  Jlt^X- 

men  in  the  United  States.  Enough  fnr  So  liens  one  montli  delivered  anywhere  for$l.  "Points 
for  roultry  Kaisers,"  4th  edition,  64  pages  mailed  free.    Flease  mention  this  publication. 

Far^fE^ri^I.i"a"wp  Joseph  Bieck  &  Sobs,  Boston,  Mass.  ^FZit^?y^^s"u^g£fie°s^ 

<,iuiniiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiini3inninoiiiiiiiiiiimnnm!imngaiiuiiin!miiiiiiiiinnii!nDiiiiiiiuniiiiiuiiii]iiiiinniHiRiiiiiniuiinit! 

I  ''Up=to=date"  Seeds  | 
I     ''Down=to=date"  Prices  | 

The  difference  between  Success  and  Failure  in  farming  or  gardening,  lies  in  gi 

having  crops  that  will  bring  the  top  market  price.    To  do  this,  your  varieties  W 

must  be  "up-to-date."    Our  1897  GARDEN  AND  FARM  MANUAL  will  guide  you  to  W 

R  correct  selection  of  these.    It  is  free  to  Seed  Buyers  who  write  for  it.  W 

U  li4{urrJk.tPil  in  Poultry  send  for  our  Lire  Stock  and  Poultry  Supply  Catalogue  also.  W 

I U  jftl  e  ^  M    *.    CT'AWBC  (?<.«<l«nion  to  the  Money  Maker.,)  M 

«|yVn)^«PMI«        S  S  Mi^Ei  9;  217  I,  219  Market  St..  PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  M 
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SUow  >  To  0»-i'ur. 


[5*vrvtark^  .»X  shvn  a>^H*iailoiis  pk'asc  note  errors 
•r  OBiissions,  anil  forwaai  corrvi'iions,— Ki».] 


Now  EnKland  States. 
J»«.S— S.'ST.  AnsHuia,  Coun.  Ge<i.  H.  Hill.  SecV. 
Jm.  Vi.    .Mal.len,  Mass.    K.  11.  Koheris 

Jm.  tf-l*.  V7.  Maurhesier.  N.  H.  W.  H.  S.nif.T>l, 
. 

«— i9.        Bosiou  Pi>uhrT  Ass"!!.  Bosion.  >l,-i-s. 
A.  R.  Sharp.  Sa- y.  T.'tuiilon.  Mass. 
Fr*..  t— 'v  "s:.   Oaubiin.l  i.  F. Borman.  S<V\  . 

Middle  State.". 

Jm.  S-*.  IST.  Biu^haiuioii.  N.  V.  W.  1;.  .Vkx- 
aiHter.  Sec'T. 

Jan.*— a.'*;.  Hamburgli.  N.Y.  E.  (  .  !5ii"y. 
Jan.  11— li,  'W.   Kooliester  Poullrv  an<l  l».  .^iis'n. 
Hour}-  P.  Schwab.  !>«.-'v,  Rocliesitr.'N.  Y. 
Jan.  IS— ii,  V7.  Elniira,  X.  Y.    H.  B.  BallersoD, 

Jan.  •'.'7.    Seranlon,  Pa.    R.  E.  Wcsilako, 

SecV. 

Jan.  1»— SS,  ■!>T.   Erie,  Pa.  PeUT  WinsiTIrr,  Sh-c'v. 

Mid- West.  St«te<.. 

.  Jan.  4— 9, 'ST.  Lanark.  III.  E.  C.  Dick.  St-t- y. 

Jan.  4—9,  "97.  Washingtuu  C.  H„  Uliiu.  \V.  1{. 
OallH  y.  SecV. 


Jan.  4—11, 


lutliauapitlis,  In«l.    Majnr  UrilHn. 


Jau.C— 9,  "97,  Can-y,  Ohio.  G.  E.  Krpliart.  Sm-'y. 
Jan.  12— IC  's:.     FlMillay,  Olii<<.    Wni.  Diiulanil, 
Ser'y. 

.Ian.  r^lti.  "ST.  TilBn.  OUi-i.  Janies  Skit  n,  Stc'y. 
Jan.  19— as,  -s;.  K<--kfnr<l.  III.  A.  II.  C  urt irr.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  S-a8. 'ST.  .Marquette.  Micb.  Will  A.  Waison, 
Stx'y. 

Jan.  35— ».  "W.  «  hi.  ai'...  III.  A.  E.  Br..«n.  S.i--v. 
Miirjnui  Park.  III. 

Central  West.  St.Htei,. 

Jau.4— (  liiilun.  Mo.  Mrs.  Ella  Tli..nias.SfC"y, 
Jan. 4— S.  ■i'T.  Tiipt-k:!.  Kans.   II.  A.  Wise.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  U— IT.  Ornur,  Colo.     (  lias.  .\.  Walsnn. 

Sec'y. 

Jan.  19—22,  "S?.   Lincoln,  Xrb.   I.  L.  I.yman.  Sec'y. 
I:    .v->.-fi;.   Pn.l.lo.  f -.tlo.  W.  Y.  Kn.-|.inl.?i»-<-y. 

Southern  Staler. 

■t '  '7,  Albutpierque.  N.  M.  L.  W.  Ki»lK-ris, 
Stc'y. 

Jan.ft-s."S7.  ^Vaco,  Texas.  L.  R.  Sparks.  Stf'y. 
Jan.  7— IS,        Atlanta,  Ga.  \.  BrrtlinK.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  12— Ifi. -97.  AVaslilnyton.  1).  C.  E.  S.  Srbnild, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  an— Jl. -S^T.   Bristol.  Tcnn.   M.  D.  -Vniles,  Sw'y. 
Pacific  Coat:t, 

lai..i;—l:i,  ■".<;.  Sairranienlu.  Cal.  \V.  E.  Latld.  Sec"v. 
-•  •  >.l"n.  (  al. 

.  12— 1«,  T<7.  TacuDia.  >Vasli.  Sleplien  Holbrook, 


.1  . 


Jan.  1?— 24. Salt  IjUieritv.  Utah.   C.  R.  Howe, 

Sec'y. 

Jan.  a— 28.  ■W.  Oakland,  (  al.  Frank  Sce<).  Sec'y. 

Jau.lt®;.  I'ori  land.  (Ire.  G.  T.  Hum,  Sec'y. 

Feb.  2— ti.  '!<7.  I,.s  Aoffeles,  Cai.  Henrv  \V.'Kruckt- 


loltun  >eed  PrtMluets  for  Poultry. 

yir.  Editor:  —  As  it  is  now  time  to  get  in 
the  winter  .<upplie.*  for  our  poultry,  I  wisli  to 
tell  our  southern  poultryiuen  of  acbeap  bulky 
food  not  down  on  the  usual  lists  of  food  for 
poultry.  I  speak  of  cotton  seed,  in  its  three 
forms:  hulls,  meal  and  oil  —  all  of  which  are 
good  for  poultry  if  fed  with  jud^'nient. 

I  accidentally  found  thij  out  hy  seeing  some 
hens  eat  with  relish  the  cow  feed  of  cooked 
hulls  and  bran.  .So  I  tried  it.  Afterwards  I 
saw  a  slii^ht  mention  of  it  in  a  poultry  paper. 
I  have  been  usiiif;  the  bulls  for  two  seasons, 
and  iind  it  does  well  as  a  bulky  food.  The 
meal  I  have  Used  for  one  season,  with  good 
results;  no  dani:ige done  by  either.  I  reasoned 
thus:  If  cotton  seed  increases  the  yield  of 
milk  and  butter,  why  not  of  eggs?  I  have 
ju-t  begun  to  use  them  for  this  season,  giving 
about  a  pint  of  hulls  to  a  dozen  fowls,  and 
about  half  a  pint  of  meal  to  twenty-Bve  fowls. 
It  is  not  safe  to  feed  the  hulls  without  cook- 
ing. Boil  atltast  half  an  hour;  one  or  two 
hours  would  be  better.  Sometimes  1  put  the 
hulls  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  as  they  do 
nol  burn  easily,  put  the  vegetable-s  on  them 
and  cook  all  together,  putting  in  a  little  salt 
and  pepper.  Sometimes  I  cook  the  bulls 
alone,  cooking  enough  for  two  days,  if  the 
w^eather  is  cool,  so  it  will  not  sour.  I  am 
very  careful  about  that. 

A  neighbor  fancier  says  he  will  buy  seed  by 
the  ton,  as  it  is  cheap  now,  and  grind  them  in 
his  feed  cutter.  I  think  that  a  gooil  idea,  as 
he  will  get  the  full  benetit  of  hulls,  meal  and 
oil ;  but  I  would  advise  him  by  all  means  to 
cook  well  before  using.  I  heard  recently  of  a 
party  opening  the  crop  of  a  hen  that  died, 
and  finding  it  packed  with  cotton  seed  or 
hulls  (uncooked).  So  use  them  with  discre- 
tion, mixing  well  with  the  morning  mash.  I 
have  not  used  the  oil  yet  except  in  the  bread 
for  chicks.  Would  be  pleased  to  have  some 
others  give  their  experience  with  cotton  seed 
products.  M.  E.  Peete. 

Suburban  Poultrv  Yards, 


'For  that  leaky,  dripping  roof. 
Use  Neponset  Water-proof." 


i 


will  send  you  Free  of  expense 

Samples  and  Particulars. 

fTTv.  bird  &  SOS, 
.•^le  T\in.  East  Walpole,  riass. 


Cover  and  sheathe  your  barns,  sheds, 
henhouses  —  all  your  outbuildings  — 
greenhouses — hotbeds — with  NEPON- 
SET. With  it  you  can  erect  excellent 
buildings  at  low  cost,  and  costs  very 
much  less  than  shingles.  500  square  feet 
only  $5.00 — tacks  and  tin  caps  in- 
cluded.   Send  for  a  sample. 

Neponset  Black  Building;  Paper 

for  inside  lining.     Better  than  tarred 
paper;  odorless,  clean,  economical. 


1 


NEPONSET 


For  Roofing:  and  Side  Covering. 


Red  Rope 
Water-Proof 
FABRIC. 


Out  of  Couditiuu. 
Mr.  Editor: — You  certainly  can  do  no 
belter  work  than  to  urge  upon  poultry  judges 
at  shows  the  necessity  of  cutting  severely  for 
out  of  condition.  Indeed.  1  think  ihat  a  bird 
that  is  tired,  being  shown  repeatedly,  should 
be  disqualitied;  then  a  buyer  of  a  liist 
premium  bird  would  not  get  one  that  is  too 
used  up  to  ever  be  a  breeder.  If  a  bird  be 
good  enough  to  show  be  should  be  carefully 
looked  after,  that  he  be  not  rendered  useless 
as  a  breeder.  I  had  several  birds  lately  sent 
to  me  th:it  are  so  used  up  that  it  will  take 
constant  extra  care  to  get  them  ready  to  use 
iu  the  spring.  One  whs  so  poor  that  I  returneil 
him,  although  I  believe  he  was  a  getter  of 
many  prizes.  Another  has  not  moulted,  his 
comb  is  shriveled,  and  he  sits  listle-sly  about. 

Week  before  last  I  sent  oflf  seven  birds  that 
are  to  travel  from  Kansas  City  to  Boston,  and 
be  shown  all  over.  I  really  disliked  to  send 
them,  knowing  that  they  would  be  used  up 
and  that  they  would  not  be  fit  for  any  one's 
breeding  pens  next  spring. 

Would  not  a  disqualification  remedy  this  oft 
showing  of  the  same  bird?   A  purchaser  now 
has  no  assurance  of  health  in  a  prize  bird. 
Xew  York  City.  E.  W. 


A  Splendid  Oiler. 

Any  one  out  of  employment  or  wanting  to 
increase  their  business  will  do  well  to  read 
the  adv.  of  the  AVorcester  Compound  Co.,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  in  this  paper,  who  manu- 
facture the  celebrated  P.  D.  Q.  powder  lo 
destroy  Lice  and  Fleas  from  poultry,  all 
animals  and  plants.  Their  goods  are  merito- 
rious, and  meet  a  long  felt  want,  and  have 
had  a  large  sale  the  past  year.  Tliey  ofi'er 
liberal  indu(*ments  to  agents,  and  it  will  p.iy 
you  to  write  to  them  for  particulars. 


BllFFl)IT0r8  BUFFS. 

Hull' Wyanilottcs,  liirir(  inliins,  Biiffand  Barred  Plv- 
inoutli  IJncks.  Hull'aiKl  White  I.eglionis,  AVliile  \\  oii- 
ders.  Jiircheii  (laiiic  Uaiilanis.  (_^oUen  Sebriglils :  Buff, 
While  and  ISIark  ('oohiii  Hantaiiis.  We  have  slock  lo 
spare.    Write  and  >ee  whal  we  can  do  for  \  ou. 

KO\VI.A>I>  G.  lJUFFIKTON', 

Box  077.  Fall  Kiver,  I\Iass. 


Remarkable  for  Variety  and  Interest. 

Fdi-m  and  Ilninf,  is  remarkable  for  the 
variety  and  interest  of  its  contents,  lllu.s- 
trated  articles,  with  live  stock,  poultry,  fruit, 
young  folks,  household  and  other  de|iart- 
ments,  make  a  strong  collection  for  ajoiinial 
of  this  class.  The  high  standard  of  Funii 
and  Hume,  is  known  to  almost  every  farmer 
in  the  country.  Its  subscription  list,  con- 
taining over  2.^)0  000  names,  is  in  itself  a  telling 
testimonial  of  its  great  value. 


Wire  Xail  in  the  Crop  and  Gizzard. 

Mr.  Kditor:— I  wish  lo  tell  you  some  of 
my  experience.  I  killed  a  chicken  for  my 
own  use,  and  dressing  it  found  her  to  have  a 
bole  in  her  crop,  about  the  size  of  my  little 
finger  nail.  At  first  I  paid  no  particular 
attention  to  it,  but  when  I  came  to  draw  it, 
found  its  gizzard  to  contain  another  hole 
about  half  as  large  as  the  first.  Opening  it  I 
found  a  wire  nail  an  inch  long  and  slightly 
bent.  Now  I  have  argued  with  many.  Some 
say  it  woulil  have  worked  its  way  through 
the  body,  and  others  believe  the  chicken 
would  have  died.  A.s  the  chicken  did  not 
seem  to  suffer,  I  would  like  to  know  your 
opinion.  j.  £_ 

North  Fairinount,  Ohio. 

[It  is  indeed  puzzling  to  know  that  the  fowl 
did  not  show  some  symptoms  of  distress.  We 
believe,  however,  that  the  nail  would  not 
have  gone  much  further  without  causing 
death,  as  it  could  not  have  passed  through  the 
alimentary  canal.  It  was  but  a  question  of 
time  before  it  would  have  penetrated  the 
bowels.  We  have  had  cases  of  ducks  getting 
nails,  money,  pins,  etc.,  in  them,  but  have 
never  known,  to  our  recollection,  of  a  fowl 
(chicken;  picking  up  a  nail.— Ed.] 


One  of  the  Finest. 

We  have  received  from  the  Bowker  Com- 
pany, Boston,  manufacturers  of  Animal  Jleal 
ami  other  poultry  supplies,  a  handsome  Cal- 
endar for  ]8S>7.  The  picture  represents  a 
group  of  fine  "biddies"  in  the  barnyard 
industriously  gathering  material  with  which 
to  make  eggs  and  thus  gladden  their  owners' 
hearts.  It  is  reproduced  in  all  the  colors  of 
the  original  painting,  and  everyone  who  loves 
fine  poultry  will  want  a  copy.  It  is  evidently 
too  expensive  for  general  free  distribulion, 
but  the  Company  will  probably  send  one  so 
long  as  they  last  on  receipt  of  say  five  or  six 
two-cent  stamps  to  pay  postage,  etc. 


The  Rcual  New-Yorker  is  a  National 
Weekly  for  the  farmer,  gardener  and  fruit- 
grower. It  is  47  years  old,  and  has  long  been 
recognized  as  the  leading  American  authority 
on  all  the  more  important  questions  apper- 
taining to  the  cultivation  of  economic  and  or- 
namental plants,  fertilizing  problems,  farm 
methods,  etc.  The  best  writers  in  the  country. 
It  aims  to  instruct  every  member  of  the  bouse- 
.  ,  ,  4  AAA  pages,  500  illustrations— ONE 
noia.  I, UUU  dollar  a  year.  Trial  subscrip- 
tion of  five  weeks  for  10  cents.  Specimen 
copies  free. 

THE  RURAL  NEW-YORKER.  New  York  Crrr. 


COCKERELS 


BREEDING 
and 
EXHIBITION 

For  sale:  also  a  few  focks.  hcDsaii.i  pullt  ti.  We  need 
the  room.  Bai  led  and  White  I'lvnioulh  Rocks,  S.  C. 
Brown  aud  White  l-e^horns.  and  Silver  Wyandottes. 

E.  C.  POKTEK,  Chadwicks,  N.  T. 


A  Good  Waterproof  Sheeting. 

There  has  been  much  inquiry  for  a  water- 
proof sheeting  of  which  to  m;ike  curtains  to 
scratching  sheds;  and  we  take  pleasure  in 
calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  card 
of  Derby  &  Abercroinbie,  .36  South  St.,  Xew 
York,  which  will  be  found  in  our  advertising 
columns. 

They  manufacture  a  sheeting  whicli  is 
waterproof,  and  at  the  same  time  admits  light 
and  air,  and  will  not  rot  quickly,  as  does 
muslin  simply  oiled.  Write  them,  as  above, 
for  samples  and  price  list. 


BEJERi 

iia- 

OIIO,N.M. 

"'HIGH 
"  103 

100; 

'  LOW 

t 
t 

90: 

\ 

1 

THE  BEST 

Tfieioiiieler 

Must  be  ustd  to  raake  thf  IjL-.-t 

INCUBATOR 


(Jo  its  best  work. 


We  could  till  a  page  of  this  paper  telling 
the  good  qualities  of  the  Rural  New-Yurker, 
but  would  rather  let  it  speak  for  itself.  We 
would  like  your  opinion  of  it.  Get  a  free 
sample  copy,  and  then  you  will  want  us  to 
send  it  and  Farm-Poultry  both  one  year 
for  §1.75.  For  sample,  address  the  Sural 
Keic  Yorker,  Xew  York. 


An  exchange  says:  "  Did  it  ever  occur  to 
you  that  when  you  discontinue  your  adver- 
tisement people  forget  you,  and  turn  toothers 
who  coutinually  press  their  claims:'  This  is  a 
fickle  world,  and  the  old  saying,  "  Out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind,"  applies  with  great  force  in  the 
matter  of  advertising.  Keep  your  name  con- 
tinually before  the  public  if  you  wish  to  secure 
trade,  and  hold  it." 


PETERBORO, 
>'EW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Has  for  3.5  years  made  accurate 
Thermometers  of  all  kinds. 

We  sell 

SEASONED 

INCUBATOR 

THERMOMETERS. 

i;y  11  ai). 

Two,  $1.10:  Six,  S3. 00. 


CHOICE 

FEKIN 
BREEDERS, 

$2  each:  reduced  rates  for 
laree  orders. 
TTM.  H.  TKrSI.OW, 
Stroudsburg.  Pa. 
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January  1 


Fowl  Hits. 

(From  the  New  Poultry  Era,  Boston,  N.  A.,  Jan. 
15,  I'JoG.) 
A  Notable  Gathering. 

Fifty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  tlie  S.  f.  t.  S.  o. 
N.  B,,  and  Forty-fourtli  of  its  Adjunct 
Association,  tlie  S.  f.  t.  S.  o.  U.  V,,  Meet  in 
Joint  Session  at  Cliicago. 

EDITOEIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

At  7  P.  M.,  on  JaDUiiry  10th,  we  boarded 
one  of  the  ships  of  the  Traas-Contiuental 
jErial  Line.  Two  hours  later  we  disemljarl<ed 
at  Chicago.  Taking  our  wings  from  our 
pocket  we  strapped  them  to  our  shoulders 
aud  flew  out  to  the  National  Experiment 
Farm,  in  the  suburbs,  near  what  was  once 
Quiucy,  111. 

The  occasion  of  our  visit  to  Chicago  at  this 
time  was  the  annual  joint  meeting  of  the 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  New  Breeds, 
:and  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Useless 
Varieties.  As  is  well  known,  the  two  asso- 
'ciatious  are  identical  in  membership,  and  for 
the  last  teu  years  have  been  practically  one 
society,  with  one  set  of  officers  aud  two 
.executive  committees.  The  meeting  this  year 
was  held  in  the  large  hall  at  the  experiment 
iarm. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  there  has  been 
little  business  to  transact;  aud  this  gathering 
■of  ponltrymen  has  been  mostly  of  a  social 
nature.  The  meeting  this  year  proved  a 
notable  exception,  as  will  appear  from  the 
.condensed  reports  of  the  executive  com- 
mittees, which  we  give  below. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  S.  f.  t.  S.  o. 
'N.  B.  reported  that  two  complaints  bad  been 
filed  with  them  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
societies,  being  the  only  complaints  filed  in 
seven  years. 

Complaint  No.  1 : 

Breeders  iu  the  Tennessee  mountains  com- 
plained that  Titus  Neponset  had  produced 
a  new  breed  of  fowls,  which  he  claimed 
were  especially  adapted  to  range  on  moun- 
tain sides,  by  reason  of  one  leg  being  shorter 
than  the  other. 

Your  committee  investigated  the  case,  and 
finding  the  facts  as  alleged,  instructed  the 
,'Society's  attorney  to  proceed  against  Mr. 
^Neponset  in  the  usual  manner.  A  warrant 
'Was  sworn  out  summoning  him  to  appear 
ibefore  the  third  assistant  secretary  of  the 
IDepartment  of  Poultriculture,  bringing  his 
iowls  with  him.  The  fowls  were  the  only 
ievidcnce  admitted.  The  defense  contested 
tthe  case  on  the  grounds  that  one  short  and 
(One  long  leg  was  an  advantage,  inasmuch  as 
fowls  so  constituted  ranged  with  ease  and 
(Comfort,  and  were  in  consequence  kept  at  a 
profit  in  localities  where  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  fowls  having  legs  equal  in  length. 
On  this  ground  the  attorney  for  the  defense 
claimed  that  his  client  was  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  exemption  clause  attached  to 
Section  479,  Chap.  17,  of  the  Revised  Poultry 
■Statutes,  and  moved  that  the  case  be  dis- 
missed aud  the  costs  assessed  to  the  com- 
plainants, and  they  required  to  pay  the 
defendant  damages  to  the  full  amount  pro- 
vided for  in  Sec.  796,  Chap.  73,  R.  P.  8.  Our 
attorney  showed  conclusively  that,  according 
to  the  well  known  law  of  correlative  varia- 
tion, the  descendants  of  these  fowls  would 
Jn  a  few  geuerations  become  bi-laterally 
symmetrical,  and  would  eventually  become 
uui-lateral,  if  they  did  not,  as  he  confidently 
predicted,  become  extinct  before  they  reached 
this  last  stage  in  the  process  of  retrograde 
development. 

It  was  further  shown  that  the  fowls  walked 
on  level  ground  with  great  diflSculty,  and  that 
^n  tJje  mountain  sides,  to  which  they  were 
supposed  to  be  peculiarly  adapted,  they  had 
to  walfe  always  with  the  short  leg  uphill. 
Thus  it  -was  necessary  for  a  fowl  having 
once  left  the  henhouse  to  go  entirely  around 
the  mountain  before  returning. 

The  third  assistant  secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Poultriculture  now  turned  the  case 
over  to  the  courts.  Iu  laying  the  facts  before 
the  jury,  the  judge,  who  was  iu  early  life  a 
specialist  in  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  and 
who  is  at  present  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
members  of  the  Humane  Society,  stated  that 
in  his  opinion  the  uphill  eyes  of  these  fowls 
would  gradually  become  near-sighted,  and  the 
downhill  eyes  far-sighted,  and  that  the  fowls 
would  ultimately  become  deaf  in  the  uphill 
.etas.  Tliejury  returned  ^  verdict  of  guilty, 


recommending  that  as  this  was  Titus  Nepon- 
set's  third  oflense,  the  court  show  him  no 
mercy.  He  was  sentenced  to  thirteen  months 
hard  labor  dry-picking  ducks,  and  it  was 
ordered  by  the  court  that  during  his  imprison- 
ment he  be  restricted  to  a  diet  of  whole  corn, 
old  roosters  and  water  diluted  with  Douglas 
mixture.  The  fowls  were  confiscated  and 
turned  over  to  the  agent  of  this  society.  They 
have  been  dressed,  put  in  cold  storage,  and 
will  be  found  on  the  tables  at  our  banquet 
tonight.  (Cheers.) 
Complaint  No.  2 : 

Parties  in  Pennsylvania  complained  that  the 
authorities  of  the  National  Insane  Asylum 
had  illegally  permitted  some  of  the  patients  to 
make  crosses  of  thoroughbred  fowls.  That 
the  practice  had  been  secretly  carried  on  for 
eight  years,  and  a  breed  had  been  produced 
of  which  the  males  were  pure  white  in  color 
and  the  females  jet  black. 

The  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  Poultriculture,  and  by  him 
laid  before  Congress.  A  congressional  inquiry 
was  ordered.  As  a  result  the  superiutendent 
of  the  asylum  and  his  entire  corps  of  assist- 
ants are  now  engaged  at  hard  labor  at  the 
National  Poultry  Experiment  Farm. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  S.  f.  t.  S.  o. 
IT.  V.  reported  that  Jacobs  H.  Field  had  been 
accused  by  sundry  persons  of  exhibiting  cuts 
of  Polish,  Hamburgs,  Bantams,  and  other 
extinct  breeds  to  amateur  poultrymen,  there- 
by evilly  inciting  their  imaginations.  It  was 
also  brought  out  at  the  trial  of  Mr.  Field  that 
he  had  repeatedly  aud  pul)licly  expressed  the 
opinion  that  beauty  in  form  and  feather  were 
of  as  much  importance  as  eggs  and  meat. 

Mr.  Field  was  severely  censured  by  the 
court,  and  dismissed.  The  court  took  this 
occasion  to  pay  a  glowing  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Fanny  Field,  the  grandfather  of 
the  accused,  who  will  be  remembered  by  some 
few  of  our  oldest  readers  as  for  many  years 
the  owner  of  the  only  flock  of  common  hens 
in  North  America.  Those  who  remember 
Fanny  Field  will  recall  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  the  poultry  renaissance,  when  all  the 
scrubs  and  mongrels  on  the  continent  were 
slaughtered  by  order  of  congress,  a  petition, 
numerously  signed,  was  presented  by  one 
Robinson,  requesting  that  iu  consideration  of 
distinguished  services  Fanny  Field  be  per- 
mitted to  keep  his  hens  and  l.ireed  from  tlieni 
a  limited  numl)er  each  year.  This  petition 
was  granted,  though  Congress  attached  a 
condition  that  Fanny  Field  should  not  hence- 
forth mention  the  common  hen  in  his  writ- 
ings. 

The  old  officers  were  reelected  without 
opposition,  and  the  societies  adjourned. 

FOR  POULTRYe 

Bone  lUcal  -  -  PerlOO  IbBag,  S2.i50 
(iraiiiilaceil  Bone   -  liJU  Jj  "  2.00 

(iroiiiid  Beef  .Scraps  "  llio  llj  "  2.;50 
Calcite  ...  "  2011  tti  1.30 
Crushed  Flint  -  -  "  Ml  ft  "  1.50 
CrusliedOyster  8liells     "  3UU  ib  •■  1.30 

Price  List  and  Samples  free.  Orders  shipped 
promptly  by  freight  on  receipt  of  price.  Liberal  dis- 
counts on  large  quantities  to  Dealers. 

YORK  CHEMICAL  WORKS,  York,  Pa. 

THE  IMPROVED 

MONARCH 


^Poultry.    Pkieons.  Gats. 


JNCU  BATOR 

Won  two  tirst  premiums  at  tlie  great  Incubator  con- 
test at  Madis-dii  S(|iiarc  Garden,  February,  1S92,  Fn-st 
o£  $-2.5  in  ^'ol■l  f(.r  !!»■  lar^'est  and  best  hatch,  and  1st 
of  $-25  in  gold  I'll-  l>est  machine  in  show. 

More  than  1800  Chicks,  Duclts  and  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  Weeks. 

This  macliine  has  the  most  perfect  Th  frulator  e\cr 
invented.  Thousands  in  succe^^Iiil  cpci  ;iti(.n  in  this 
country,  Canada  and  iu  Europe.  TIk  y  are  jriviiij; 
universal  satisfaction  evervwhere.  1'  ir^l  I'remiiim 
at  40  consecutive  shows.  "Xearly  all  the  large  and 
successful  poultry  growers  use  Monarclis.  Sonjefirms 
are  using  from  eighteen  to  twenty  600-egg  machines. 
Send  2  cent  stamp  for  new  illustrated  circular. 

JAMES  KANKIN,  So. Easton,  Mass. 

BRABAZON'S  MAMMOTH.  CATALOGUE 

CDCC  1  If;  a  hewiy  :  over  40  fine  eneravings  illus- 
rntt  !  tralins  md  describing  fine  Turkeys.  Geese, 
Duets  .and  Chickens;  gives  price  of  Fowls  and  Epirst  finest 
buyer's  guide  published.    Full  Intormntion  lor  -Jc.  sUnip. 

J.  R.  Brabazon,  Jr.  &  Co.,  Box  3,  Delavan,Wis. 


Address:A.R.5HARPswPT.TAlJHmMAS5, 


The  Great  Rochester  Show. 

Tlie  4th  Annual  Exhibit  of  the  Rochester  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pet  Stock  Association,  will  be  held 
.l.iiuiarv  1-2, 13, 14, 15  and  IH,  1897.  Judges  — J.  Y.  Blckhell,  tieo.  O.  Brown,  Sharp  Buttcrtield. 

tiunti  for  Premium  List  and  further  information  to  * 
  H.  P.  SCHWAB,  Sec  y,  Rochester,  Y. 


NEW 


"WE  ARE  A  FEW 

OF  A  85  PER  CENT.  HATCH 
MADE  WITH  THE 

SUCCESSFUL  INCUBATOR. 

;  Are  we  not  in  fine  feather,  and  do  we  not  look  strong  and  healthy 
We  were  not  weakened  by  over  heating  owing  to  the  Successful 
[  self-regulator.  We  did  not  die  in  the  shell,  or  have  it  sticking 
j  to  our  feathers  because  the  Successful  generates  its  own 
moisture.  No  sprinkling  with  water  or  laying  on  of  damp  cloths." 
Many  things  of  interest  and  value  to  the  poultryman  in  our 
new  catalogue.    Sent  for  6  cents  in  stamps.  Address 

DES  MOINES  INCUBATOR  CO.,^ 

Box  14.  DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 


WYCKOFF'S 


WHITE 
LEGHORNS 

Amemea's  Basiness  {ien. 

still  in  the  lead.  To  make  room  for  an  unusually  large  stock  of  young  chicks,  I  must  sell  1000  choice  selected 
Yearling  hens  aud  fine  early  hatched  cockerels.  Another  grand  opportunity  to  procure  stock  from  the  world's 
greatest  laying  strain  of  S.  C.  White  Leghorns.  No  better  stock  to  be  found  anywhere.  Can  furnish  cockerels 
aud  hens  not  related.  Prices  the  very  lowest,  quality  of  stock  considered,  ^\"r^1e  stating  just  what  is  wanted, 
and  I  will  give  special  quotations.  Send  for  descriptive  circular,  free. 

 C.  H.  WYCKOFF,  Groton,  N.  Y. 

ARCHEMEDIAN    BONE   CUTTER  CO., 

30  lbs.  of  Force  applied  at  top  of  Lever  gives    Qf     Mj|fnf(|  MSSS. 
400  lbs,  at  Knife.  ' 

Send  their  Machines 
on  Trial 


or  C.O.D.  by  express.  By  so  doing 
theycan  prove  topoul  try  breeders 
that  what  thev  claim  for  their  ma- 
chine i^  ali^oliitelv  true.and  that 
is— tliat  it  ciiN  green  bone  faster, 
finer  and  easier  than  any  Bone 
Cutler  made.  Send  for  illustrat- 
ed catalogue  and  testimonials. 


"Better  late  than  never" 

is  a  ,:yoiMl  i)r(ivcrn,  Inil 
"Well  begun  is  half  done" 

is  nnu_'h  hotter. 


Start  Right! 


If  von  are  going  into  the 
thoroughbred  poultry  busi- 
ness, either  for  pleasure  or 
profit,  it  will  pay  you  to  start 
right. 


We  can  start' yovi  right,  if  you  will  let 
us.  ^ye  haven't  imy  birds  to  give  away,  lint 
oiir  prices  are  lower  than  any  others  thiit 
we  know  of  for  as  g'ood  fowls.  We  breed 
twelve  varieties  —  as  gooil  as  they  make 'em, 
aiul  offer  a  limited  number,  old  and  young, 
exhiliitiou  birds  or  choice  breeders  of  these 
varieties : 

Send  -^'our 


Cornish  Indian  Games, 
S.  C.  Blacl(  Minorcas, 
Light  Brahmas, 
Barred  and  White  Ply.  Rocks, 
Silver  Laced  Wyandottes. 


address   for   Fall   Price  List. 

Maplewood  Poultry  Farm,  J.  A.   LINN,  Prop'r,  Box  10,  Springfield,  0. 


TWO  OF  N£UB£CK'S  SEASONED  AND  TESTED 

Thermometers  on  -n-ood  or  metal,  $1.10  by 
mail.  Neubeck's  Jloisture  Gauge  now 
SI. 1(1  by  mail. 


AUG.  NEUBEGK  &  CO., 

48  East  aSd  St.,  New  York, 


